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Preface To The 1993 Printing.

For over seventy-five years Elder James E. TalmajdE GREAT APOSTASY has served
as a concise introduction to a fundamental tenéaimonism for both members of the
Church and non-members alike. This fundamental texflects Mormonism's claim to be a
modern-day restoration of an ancient faith whicls Vest as a result of intrigue, persecution,
and corruption in the first few centuries after Gt's death and resurrection. If there had not
been a general falling away or apostasy from ttie & the original primitive Christian
church, then theoretically, there would be no Mfeedlormonism as a distinct religious

faith today. Mormonism's very existence theref@@ependent on the belief that there was
an apostasy from primitive Christianity.

The idea that every contemporary Christian faithtaims some degree of corruption or
apostasy dates from the earliest religious expeeenf Mormonism's founder Joseph Smith.
From the early 1820's, the Prophet preached tedictteeds"” of Christendom were an
"abomination" in the sight of God, and that th@rdfessors were all corrupt,” lacking truth
and authority. Talmage accepts this view literaltgl attempts to defend it through an
analysis of Biblical passages, historical evidearel an appeal to common sense.

Inevitably, his criticism of the corruptions of G$tendom culminates with a particular
emphasis on the far-reaching role he believed Rad@holicism has played in the
perversion of primitive Christian doctrines, praes, and ecclesiastical structures. Without
hesitation he concludes that the Catholic Churcthisroughly apostate and utterly corrupt.
"(page 150).

This uncompromising, anti-Catholic emphasis whiehnpeates his analysis may seem
offensive to some today, but it nevertheless ré&flacview held by many LDS Church



authorities and has been considered a feature ahblo doctrine by authors ranging from
Nephi in the BOOK OF MORMON (see: 1 Nephi, 3:40Pt@sident Joseph Fielding Smith
(see: ANSWERS TO GOSPEL QUESTIONS, Vol. 4, Chay. 44

As a result of the Church's desire to avoid unreandg offending individuals of other

faiths, Church authorities and authors who haverredl to the apostasy in recent years have
refrained from pointing to any one particular redig as the direct fruit of an apostate
tradition. They have, rather, tended to dwell oaregles of individual human wickedness
and apostasy from truth in general. It is perhaasabse of this tendency to avoid
particularized attacks against any one religioadition that THE GREAT APOSTASY has
remained out-of-print for several years.

The book remains a classic of Mormon belief howeard although it does not represent
the first extensive exposition of the subject (ngvbeen preceded by B.H. Roberts'
treatment of the apostasy in his 1893 OUTLINES @ECEESIASTICAL HISTORY), it
nevertheless merits republication. Without a doabta guide to Mormonism's belief in a
universal apostasy, this work provides the intecseader with all of the fundamental
scriptural references and historical interpretagioacessary to enable him or her to
effectively entertain and grasp the idea as ithdesen propounded by Church authorities up
to the present time.

In order to remain true to Elder Talmage's origemabngement of the contents, the present
edition represents an exact photographic repritih@briginal 1909 printing. Allowance
should therefore be made to typographical or o#hers which appear in the first edition
which are not corrected in the present reprint. The Publishers SALT LAKE CITY,
UTAH. October 9, 1993.

Preface.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saintglprms the restoration of the Gospel, and
the re-establishment of the Church as of old, is, tlhe Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times. Such restoration and re-establishment, thiehmodern bestowal of the Holy
Priesthood, would be unnecessary and indeed impedsad the Church of Christ continued
among men with unbroken succession of Priesthoddhawer, since the "meridian of time."

The restored Church affirms that a general apostaggloped during and after the apostolic
period, and that the primitive Church lost its povaithority, and graces as a divine
institution, and degenerated into an earthly orztion only. The significance and
importance of the great apostasy, as a conditieaguient to the re-establishment of the
Church in modern times, is obvious. If the allegpdstasy of the primitive Church was not
a reality, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-8aynts is not the divine institution its name
proclaims.



The evidence of the decline and final extinctionha primitive Church among men is found
in scriptural record, and in secular history. la thllowing pages the author has undertaken
to present a summary of the most important of tleesdences. In so doing he has drawn
liberally from many sources of information, withelacknowledgment of all citations. The
little work has been written in the hope that itynpaove of service to our missionary elders
in the field. to classes and quorum organizatiomgaged in the study of theological subjects
at home, and to earnest investigators of the tagshand claims of the restored Church of
Jesus Christ. JAMES E. TALMAGE. SALT LAKE CITY, UTA November 1, 1909.

Contents.

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

Conditions at beginning of Christian era. -- Raligs systems, Jewish, Pagan, and
Samaritan. -- Jewish sects and parties. -- Law a$é4 fulfilled and superseded. -- Apostles
chosen and ordained. -- Apostolic administratieffhe Church established on the western

hemisphere. -- The "meridian of time." . .. 1-:17

CHAPTER II.
THE APOSTASY PREDICTED.

The Church has not continued in unbroken successi@ivine foreknowledge. -- The
divine purposes not thwarted. -- Apostasy from@eirch compared with the apostasy of
the Church. -- Specific predictions concerningdpestasy. -- The Law of Moses a
temporary measure. -- Isaiah's fateful propheckredictions by Jesus Christ. -- By Paul. --
By Peter. -- By Jude. -- By John the RevelatoApestasy on the western hemisphere
predicted. . ... .. 18-38

CHAPTER III.
EARLY STAGESOF THE APOSTASY.
The apostasy recognized in apostolic age. -- Testynof Paul. -- "Mystery of iniquity." --

Summary of Paul's utterances concerning early appst- Testimony of Jude. -- Of John
the Revelator. -- Messages to the churches of Ashdicolaitanes denounced. -- Testimony



of Hegesippus. -- Early schisms in the Church.eelBnsion of the Church before close of
first century. -- Apostasy on the western hemispherDestruction of Nephite nation by the
Lamanites . . .. .. 39-53

CHAPTER IV.
CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY. -- EXTERNAL CAUSES CONSIDERED.

Causes of the apostasy, external and internaérsefeution as an external cause. -- Judaism
and Paganism arrayed against the Church. -- Judpé&stsecution. -- Predictions of Judaistic
opposition. -- Fulfilment of the same. -- Destroatiof Jerusalem . . . . .. 54-63

CHAPTER V.
CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY. -- EXTERNAL CAUSES, CONTINUED.

Pagan persecution. -- Roman opposition to Chrigyiaexplanation of. -- Number of
persecutions by the Romans. -- Persecution under. NeUnder Domitian. -- Under Trajan.
-- Under Marcus Aurelius. -- Later persecutiond?ersecution under Diocletian. -- Extent of

the Diocletian persecution. -- Diocletian boast @hristianity was extinct. -- The Church
taken under state protection by Constantine thatGre. . . . 64-81

CHAPTER VL.
CAUSESOF THE APOSTASY. -- INTERNAL CAUSES.

Diverse effect of persecution. -- Imprudent zeadame. -- Return to idolatry by others. --
“Libels" attesting individual apostasy. -- Sad citiod of the Church in third century. --
Testimony as to conditions of apostasy at thisqoer- Decline of the Church antedates the
conversion of Constantine. -- Departure from Clarsty. -- Specific causes of the growing
apostasy . ..... 82-95

CHAPTER VII.
INTERNAL CAUSES. -- CONTINUED.

First specific cause: "The corrupting of the simptciples of the gospel by the admixture
of the so-called philosophic systems of the timesJudaistic perversions. -- Admixture of
Gnosticism with Christianity. -- Gnosticism unsétisg. -- New Platonics. -- Doctrine of
the Logos. -- "The Word." -- Sibellianism. -- Ariam. -- The Council of Nice and its
denunciation of Arianism. -- The Nicene Creed.heTreed of Athanasius. -- Perverted
view of life. -- Disregard for truth,



CHAPTER VIII.
INTERNAL CAUSES. -- CONTINUED.

Second specific cause: "Unauthorized additionséaceremonies of the Church, and the
introduction of vital changes in essential ordirest -- Simplicity of early form of worship
ridiculed. -- Formalism and superstition increasédoration of images, etc. -- Changes in
baptismal ordinance. -- Time of its administratrestricted. -- Ministrations of the exorcist
introduced. -- Immersion substituted by sprinklinrginfant baptism introduced. -- Changes

in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. -- Fallddyamsubstantiation. -- Adoration of the

"host." -- Proof of apostate condition of the Churc . . .. 113-129

CHAPTER IX.
INTERNAL CAUSES. -- CONTINUED.

Third specific cause: "Unauthorized changes in chuwrganization and government.” --
Early form of church government. -- Equality of thishops. -- Origin of synods or church
councils. -- Bishops of Rome claimed supremacyitle of Pope assumed. -- Secular

authority asserted by the pope. -- Indulgencesaoigns. -- Infamous doctrine of
superogation. -- The traffic in indulgences. --ZBtthe papal agent. -- Copy of an
indulgence. -- The sin of blasphemy. -- Scriptwgading forbidden to the people. -- Draper's
arraignment of the papacy . .. ... 130-149

CHAPTER X.

RESULTSOF THE APOSTASY. -- I TSSEQUEL.

Revolts against the Church of Rome. -- John Witkiih England. -- John Huss and Jerome
of Prague. -- The Reformation inaugurated. -- Maltither, his revolt; his

excommunication; his defense at Worms. -- The Btatds. -- Zwingle and Calvin. -- The
Inquisition. -- Zeal of the reformers. -- Rise bétChurch of England. -- Divine over-ruling
in the events of the Reformation. -- The "Motheu@ih" apostate. -- Fallacy of assuming

human origin of divine authority. -- Priestly ordeaf Church of England declared invalid by

the "Mother Church." -- The apostasy admitted dfichaed. -- Wesley's testimony. --
Declaration by Church of England. -- Divine dectema of the apostasy. -- The sequel. --
The Revelator's vision of the Restoration. -- THei€h re-established in the nineteenth
century ...... 150-169



CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRT.

1. A belief common to all sects and churches psifgsChristianity is that Jesus Christ, the
Savior and Redeemer of the human race, establlsise@hurch upon the earth, by personal
ministration in the meridian of time. Ecclesiastiostory, as distinguished from secular
history, deals with the experiences of the Churomfthe time of its establishment. The
conditions under which the Church was rounded &ilsim our attention.

2. At the beginning of the Christian era, the Jawgpommon with most other nations, were
subjects of the Roman emp1 They were allowed a considerable degree of haert
maintaining their religious observances and nationatoms generally, but their status was
far from that of a free and independent people.

3. The period was one of comparative peace, ma tharked by fewer wars and less
dissension than the empire had known for many y&érsse conditions were favorable for
the mission of the Christ, and for the roundingded Church on earth.

4. The religious systems extant at the time of §lsrearthly ministry may be classified in a
general way as Jewish and Pagan, with a minormsystéhe Samaritan -- which was
essentially a mixture of the other two. The chifdoé Israel alone proclaimed the existence
of the true and living God; they alone looked foravéo the advent of the Messiah, whom
mistakenly they awaited as a prospective conqueaning to crush the enemies of their
nation. All other nations, tongues, and peoplesdubto pagan deities, and their worship
comprised nought but the sensual rites of heatth@atry. Paganis2 was a religion of form
and ceremony, based on polytheism -- a belieferetkistence of a multitude of gods, which
deities were subject to all the vices and passsbimsimanity, while distinguished by
immunity from death. Morality and virtue were unkvioas elements of heathen service; and
the dominant idea in pagan worship was that of ijpedmg the gods, in the hope of averting
their anger and purchasing their favor.

5. The Israelites, or Jews as they were collegtikebwn, thus stood apart among the
nations as proud possessors of superior knowledgea lineage and a literature, with a
priestly organization and a system of laws, thpasated and distinguished them as a people
at once peculiar and exclusive. While the Jewsroeghtheir idolatrous neighbors with
abhorrence and contempt, they in turn were treatddderision as fanatics and inferiors.

6. But the Jews, while thus distinguished as a lesfopm the rest of the world, were by no
means a united people; on the contrary they wetdeti among themselves on matters of



religious profession and practice In the first platere was a deadly enmity between the
Jews proper and the Samaritans. These latter warneesl people inhabiting a distinct
province mostly between Judea and Galilee, largegle up of Assyrian colonists who had
intermarried with the Jews. While affirming theglief in the Jehovah of the Old Testament,
they practiced many rites belonging to the paganisy claimed to have forsaken, and were
regarded by the Jews proper as unorthodox andbaf@o

7. Then the Jews themselves were divided into ntanyending sects and parties, among
which the principal were the Pharisees and the &&ak; and beside these we read of
Essenes, Galileans, Herodians, etc.

8. The Jews were living under the Law of Moses aimsvard observance of which was
enforced by priestly rule, while the spirit of tlaev was very generally ignored by priest and
people alike. That the Mosaic law was given asepg@ration for something greater was
afterward affirmed by Paul, in his epistle to tlaénss at Galatia: "Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Chri3 And the fact that a higher law was to supersede th
lower is abundantly shown in the Savior's own ta@agd "Ye have heard that it was said by
them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoeskall kill shall be in danger of the
judgment: But | say unto you that whosoever is gngth his brother without a cause shall
be in danger of the judgment: * * * Ye have hedrdttit was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery: But | say unto you tivéiibsoever looketh on a woman to lust
after her hath committed adultery with her alreadlyis heart. * * * Again, ye have heard
that it hath been said by them of old time, Thoaltshot forswear thyself but shall perform
unto the Lord thine oaths: But | say unto you, Swes at all. * * * Ye have heard that it
hath been said, An eye for an eye and a tooth footh: But | say unto you that ye resist not
evil. * * * Ye have heard that it hath been saitholi shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine
enemy. But | say unto you, Love your enemies, biless that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefulig you and persecute y.."

9. These teachings, based on love, so different thee spirit of retaliation to which they had
been accustomed under the law, caused great sugmmsng the people; yet in affirmation

of the fact that the law was not to be ignored, emad only be superseded by its fulfilment,
the Master said: "Think not that | am come to dmBsthe law, or the prophets: | am not come
to destroy but to fulfil. For verily | say unto yotill heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till &k fulfilled.” 5

10. It is very evident that the Master had coménaigreater doctrine than was then known,
and that the teachings of the day were insufficidfr | say unto you that except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness gttitees and Pharisees, ye shall in no case
enter into the kingdom of heaves."

11. Jesus Himself was strict in complying withraghtful requirements under the law; but
He refused to recognize an observance of the laliveie, however rigidly required, as a



substitute for compliance with the spirit of the $4ec injunction.

12. The excellent teachings and precepts of trualipinculcated by the Christ prepared
the minds of those who believed His words for titeoduction of the gospel in its purity,
and for the establishment of the Church of Chigsama earthly organization.

13. From among the disciples who followed Him, saheshom had been honored by
preliminary calls, He chose twelve men, whom Heaordd to the apostleship: -- "And he
ordained twelve, that they should be with him amat e might send them forth to preach.”
7 Again: "And when it was day, he called unto hims disciples: and of them he chose
twelve whom also he named apostls The twelve special withesses of Him and His work
were sent out to preach in the several cities ®fJgws. On this, their first mission, they
were instructed to confine their ministrationshe house of Israel, and the burden of their
message was "The kingdom of heaven is at h9 They were told to use the power with
which they had been invested by ordination, in gh@ay, in healing the sick, in raising the
dead even, and in subduing evil spirits; the M&stmonition was, "Freely ye have
received, freely give." They were to travel withoubney or provisions, relying upon a
higher power to supply their needs through the egehthose to whom they would offer
the message of truth; and they were warned of tilssiple hardships awaiting them and of
the persecution which sooner or later would suipelffall them.

14. At a later date Christ called others to theknafrthe ministry, and sent them out in pairs
to precede Him and prepare the people for His cgniihus we read of "the seventy" who
were instructed in terms almost identical with #no$ the apostolic commissicl0 That

their investiture was one of authority and powett an mere form is shown by the success
attending their administrations; for when they reéd they reported triumphantly, "Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thyeniin

15. The specific commission given unto the aposttaéle time of their ordination was
afterward emphasized. They were the subjects gbainkcularly solemn ordinance spoken
of as the washing of feet, so necessary that ity tePeter's objection the Lord said: "If |
wash thee not thou hast no part with r12 And unto the eleven who had remained faithful,
the Risen Lord delivered His parting instructioingmediately before the ascension: "Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel to eveeature." After our Lord's departure the
apostles entered upon the ministry with vigor: "Ahdy went forth and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confivghthe word with signs following13

16. These scriptures indicate the authority ofapestles to administer the affairs of the
Church after the ascension of the Resurrected [lies§hat Peter, the senior member of the
apostolic council, was given a position of presmemppears from the Savior's special
admonition and charge on the shores of the Tibexg@14

17. That the apostles realized that though the &ddstid gone He had left with them
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authority and command to build up the Church asstablished organization. is abundantly
proved by scripture. They first proceeded to fik tvacancy in the presiding council or
"gquorum” of twelve, a vacancy occasioned by thestagy and death of Judas Iscariot; and
the mode of procedure in this official act is instive. The installation of a new apostle was
not determined by the eleven alone; we read tleatlidciples (or members of the Church)
were gathered together -- about a hundred and ywwemumber. To them Peter presented
the matter requiring action, and emphasized thietlfet the man to be chosen must be one
who had personal knowledge and testimony of thel'lsaninistry, and who was therefore
gualified to speak as a special witness of thesthwhich qualification is the distinguishing
feature of the apostleship. "Wherefore," said Rétérthese men which have companied
with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went id ant among us, beginning from the
baptism of John, unto that same day that he wantakg from us, must one be ordained to
be a witness with us of his resurrectic15 We are further informed that two men were
nominated, and that the divine power was invokeshtmv whether either, and if so, which,
was the Lord's choice. Then the votes were cast tlam [ot fell upon Matthias; and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.”

18. It is evident that the apostles considered twincil or quorum as definitely organized
with a membership limit of twelve; and that the wof the Church required that the
organization be made complete. Nevertheless, wkaokaone others subsequently chosen to
fill vacancies in the council of twelve. Paul, whieevious to his conversion was known as
Saul of Tarsus, received a special manifestatromhich he heard the voice of the Risen
Lord declaring "I am Jesus whom thou persecut16 and thereby he became a special
witness of the Lord Jesus, and as such was in &anutpostle, though we have no definite
scriptural record that he was ever made a membieatouncil of twelve. As showing the
importance of ordination to office under the hantlduly constituted authorities, we have
the instance of Paul's ordination. Though he haavexsed with the Resurrected Jesus,
though he had been the subject of a special maaiifes of divine power in the restoration
of his sight, he had nevertheless to be baptizedijater he was commissioned for the work
of the ministry by the authoritative impositionlednds17

19. Another instance of official action in choosigd setting apart men to special office in
the Church arose soon after the ordination of MadtHt appears that one feature of the
Church organization in early apostolic days wasraraon ownership of material things,
distribution being made according to need. As tleentvers increased, it was found
impracticable for the apostles to devote the nesgsttention and time to these temporal
matters, so they called upon the members to seéeeth men of honest report, whom the
apostles would appoint to take special charge eddlaffairs. These men were set apart by
prayer and by the laying on of han18 The instance is instructive as showing that the
apostles realized their possession of authoritirect in the affairs of the Church, and that
they observed with strict fidelity the principle @dmmon consent in the administration of
their high office. They exercised their priestlyysos in the spirit of love, and with due
regard to the rights of the people over whom theyenplaced to preside.
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20. Under the administration of the apostles, ahdrs who labored by their direction in
positions of lesser authority, the Church grewumbers and influenc19 For ten or twelve
years after the ascension of Christ, Jerusalemineahdghe headquarters of the Church, but
branches or, as designated in the scriptural reseqhrate "churches," were established in
the outlying provinces. As such branches were orgaln bishops, deacons, and other
officers were chosen, and doubtless ordained Wyoaity, to minister in local affair20

21. That the commission of the Lord Jesus to tlustgs, instructing them to preach the
gospel widely, was executed with promptness antj ieavident from the rapid growth of
the Church in the early apostolic tin21 Paul, writing about A. D. 64 -- approximately
thirty years after the ascension -- declares tigbspel had already been carried to every
nation "preached to every creature under hea22 by which expression the apostle
doubtless means that the gospel message had bgenamlly proclaimed, that all who
would might learn of it.

22. Details as to the organization of the Churcapostolic days are not given with great
fulness. As already shown, the presiding authaveyg vested in the twelve apostles; and
furthermore, the special calling of the seventias feceived attention; but beside these there
were evangelists, pastors, and teac23 and in addition, high priest24 elders25 bishops,

26 etc. The purpose of these several offices is axpdaby Paul to be: -- "For the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, foetadifying of the body of Chris27 The

Church with its graded offices and its spiritudtgthas been aptly compared to a perfect
body with its separate organs and its individuaihmners, each necessary to the welfare of
the whole, yet none independent of the rest. Akerhuman organism so in the Church of
Christ, no one with propriety can say to anothehgve no need of thees

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST ON THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE

23. We have seen, on the evidence of the Jewightwas, how the Church was established
and made strong in Asia and Europe in and immdgi&a#owing the meridian of time. The
scriptures cited are such as appeal to all ea@i@s$tians; the authority is that of the New
Testament. We have now to consider the establishaféhe Church amongst those who
constituted another division of the house of Israal people inhabiting what is now known
as the American continent.

24. For the benefit of those who are unfamiliatwitie Nephite scriptures published to the
world as the Book of Mormon, a brief historical suary is here present29 In the year

600 B. C., in the reign of King Zedekiah, a smallony was led from Jerusalem by an
inspired prophet named Lehi. These people wereghitooy divine assistance to the stores of
the Arabian Sea, where they constructed a vesgdhtich they crossed the great waters to
the western coast of South America. They landedB&d9D. The people were soon divided
into two parties, led respectively by Nephi and laimsons of Lehi; and these factions grew
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into the opposing nations known in history as Negghand Lamanites. The former
developed while the latter retrograded in the aft@vilization. Nephite prophets predicted
the earthly advent of the Messiah, and foretoldrHiisistry, crucifixion, and resurrection.

25. The record states that the Messiah appeangelrson among the Nephites on the western
continent. This was subsequent to His ascension fr@ Mount of Olives. A foreshadowing
of this great event was given by Christ in a detlan made while yet He lived on earth.
Comparing Himself to the good shepherd who givésHife for the sheep, He said: "And
other sheep | have which are not of this fold; tleso | must bring, and they shall hear my
voice, and there shall be one fold and one shept3od

26. According to the Nephite record, certain prasticsigns of the Savior's death had come
to pass. Destructive earthquakes and other draaditsions of nature had taken place in the
west, while the supreme tragedy was being enactedladvary. The people of the land
Bountiful, comprising the northern portion of Sodtimerica, were still marveling over the
great convulsions that had so terrified them aviegks earlier, and, on a certain occasion,
were gathered together discussing the matter, wienheard a voice as from the heavens
saying: "Behold my beloved Son, in whom | am wédigsed, in whom | have glorified my
name; hear ye him31 Looking up they beheld a man descending. He wathetl in a white
robe, and as he reached the earth he said: "Bdhanid Jesus Christ, whom the prophets
testified shall come into the world. * * * Arise drtome forth unto me that ye may thrust
your hands into my side, and also that ye maytfezprints of the nails in my hands and in
my feet; that ye may know that | am the God ofd§rand the God of the whole earth, and
have been slain for the sins of the wor32"

27. Having thus declared Himself, Christ proceeteidstruct the people in the plan of the
gospel as He had preached it, and in the consititwti the Church as He had established it
in the east. He visited the Nephite people on syleset occasions, taught them many of the
precepts previously given to the Jews; emphastzedoctrine of baptism and other
ordinances essential to salvation; instituted #wament in commemoration of His atoning
death; chose and commissioned twelve apostleshomwe conferred authority in the
Church; explained the importance of designatingotig@anization by its proper name -- the
Church of Christ; and announced the fulfilmenthaf taw of Moses and the fact that it was
thenceforth superseded by the gospel embodiednititiet Church as established by Himself.
In plan of organization, in doctrine and precept] a prescribed ordinances, the Church of
Christ in the west was the counter-part of the Chum Palestine.

28. Thus in the meridian of time the Church of @@ founded on both sides of the earth.
In its pristine simplicity and beauty it exhibitdte majesty of a divine institution. It is now
our saddening duty to consider the decline of g@fipower within the Church, and the
eventual apostasy of the Church itself.

Notes.
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1. CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA'At the birth of

Christ this amazing federation of the world intee@reat monarchy had been finally
achieved. Augustus, at Rome, was the sole powehich all nations looked. * * * No
prince, no king, no potentate of any name coulalktbe calm which such a universal
dominion secured. * * * It was in such a unique #rat Jesus Christ was born. The whole
earth lay hushed in profound peace. All lands taglyy open to the message of mercy and
love which He came to announce. Nor was the sacidimoral condition of the world at
large, at the birth of Christ, less fitting for Hidvent than the political. The prize of
universal power struggled for through sixty yedrplots and desolating civil wars, had
been won at last by Augustus. Sulla and Marius, p&gnand Caesar, had led their legions
against each other, alike in Italy and the provsnesmd had drenched the earth with blood.
Augustus himself had reached the throne only #fieteen years of war, which involved
regions wide apart. The world was exhausted byptbhnged agony of such a strife; it
sighed for repose." (Cunningham Geikie, "The Lifel &/orks of Christ;" New York, 1894;
vol. I, p. 25.)

"The Roman empire, at the birth of Christ, was g$ated by wars and turmoils than it had
been for many years before. For though | cannarags the opinion of those who,
following the account of Orosius, maintain that temple of Janus was then shut, and that
wars and discords absolutely ceased throughowvahniel, yet it is certain that the period in
which our Savior descended upon earth may be jastlgd the 'pacific age,' if we compare
it with the preceding times. And indeed the trafityuihat then reigned was necessary to
enable the ministers of Christ to execute with sgsdheir sublime commission to the
human race." (Mosheim, "Ecclesiastical History,'hCé, Part I; ch. 1: 4.)

2. PAGANISM AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN ERAEvery nation then had
its respective gods, over which presided one mecelkent than the rest; yet in such a
manner that this supreme deity was himself corgdolly the rigid empire of the fates, or
what the philosophers called ‘external neces3ihe'gods of the east were different from
those of the Gauls, the Germans, and the otheherorhations. The Grecian divinities
differed widely from those of the Egyptians, whofi@el plants, animals, and a great variety
of the productions both of nature and art. Eaclpfeealso had their own particular manner
of worshiping and appeasing their respective deitatirely different from the sacred rites
of other countries. * * One thing, indeed, whicHiedt sight appears very remarkable, is,
that this variety of religions and of gods neithesduced wars nor dissensions among the
different nations, the Egyptians excepted. Not erhaps necessary to except even them,
since their wars undertaken for their gods canedbbked upon with propriety as wholly of
a religious nature. Each nation suffered its neaghlbo follow their own method of worship,
to adore their own gods, to enjoy their own rited aeremonies, and discovered no sort of
displeasure at their diversity of sentiments imgrelis matters. There is, however, little
wonderful in this spirit of mutual toleration, where consider that they all looked upon the
world as one great empire, divided into various/prces, over every one of which a certain
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order of divinities presided; and that therefora@could behold with contempt the gods of
other nations, or force strangers to pay homagleetios. The Romans exercised this
toleration in the amplest manner. For, though thewyld not allow any changes to be made
in the religions that were publicly professed ia #mpire, nor any new form of worship to
be openly introduced, yet they granted to theizerts a full liberty of observing in private
the sacred rites of Other nations, and of hondiangign deities (whose worship contained
nothing inconsistent with the interests and lawthefrepublic) with feasts, temples,
consecrated groves and such like testimonies olgerand respect.” (Mosheim, "Eccl.
Hist.," Cent. |, Part I: ch. 1: 7-8.)

3. RAPID GROWTH OF THE CHURCH. Eusebius, who wrimtéhe early part of the fourth
century, speaking of the first decade after tha@avascension, says:

"Thus, then, under a celestial influence and ca-apmn, the doctrine of the Savior, like the
rays of the sun, quickly irradiated the whole woRdesently, in accordance with divine
prophecy, the sound of His inspired evangelistsapuktles had gone throughout all the
earth, and their words to the ends of the worldotlighout every city and village, like a
replenished barn floor, churches were rapidly ablmgand filled with members from every
people. Those who, in consequence of the delusi@idiad descended to them from their
ancestors, had been lettered by the ancient dis¢adelatrous superstition, were now
liberated by the power of Christ, through the tétags and miracles of His messengers."
(Eusebius, "Ecclesiastical History," Book I, ch. 3.

4. DIVINE INSTRUMENTALITY IN THE APOSTOLIC MINISTRY. "When we consider
the rapid progress of Christianity among the Gentdtions, and the poor and feeble
instruments by which this great and amazing evexst Wwimediately effected, we naturally
have recourse to an omnipotent and invisible haadks true and proper cause. For, unless
we suppose here a divine interposition, how wasstsible that men, destitute of all human
aid, without credit or riches, learning, or elogoencould, in so short a time, persuade a
considerable part of mankind to abandon the retigibtheir ancestors? How was it possible
that an handful of apostles, who, as fishermenpartdicans, must have been contemned by
their own nation, and as Jews must have been othaais others, could engage the learned
and mighty, as well as the simple and those ofdegree, to forsake their favorite
prejudices, and to embrace a new religion which armaesnemy to their corrupt passions?
And, indeed, there were undoubted marks of a calggiwer perpetually attending their
ministry. There was in their very language, aneddole energy, an amazing power of
sending light into the understanding, and convictido the heart." (Mosheim,
"Ecclesiastical History," Cent. I, Part |, ch. 4) 8

5. NEPHITES AND LAMANITES. The progenitors of theephite nation "were led from
Jerusalem, 600 B. C., by Lehi, a Jewish proph#t®tribe of Manasseh. His immediate
family, at the time of their departure from Jeresal comprised his wife Sariah, and their
sons, Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi; at a latgestathe history, daughters are
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mentioned, but whether any of these were born bdfor family exodus we are not told.
Beside his own family, the colony of Lehi includédram, and Ishmael, the latter an
Israelite of the tribe of Ephraim. Ishmael, witls family, joined Lehi in the wilderness; and
his descendants were numbered with the nation ofiwilve are speaking. The company
journeyed somewhat east of south, keeping nedrdtraers of the Red Sea; then, changing
their course to the eastward, crossed the peninflleabia; and there, on the shores of the
Arabian Sea, built and provisioned a vessel in Wiihey committed themselves to Divine
care upon the waters. Their voyage carried themwead across the Indian Ocean, then over
the south Pacific Ocean to the western coast offS&merica, whereon they landed (590 B.
C.) **** The people established themselves oratvio them was the land of promise;
many children were born, and in the course of agenerations a numerous posterity held
possession of the land. After the death of Leklivesion occurred, some of the people
accepting as their leader, Nephi, who had beenalybpinted to the prophetic office; while
the rest proclaimed Laman, the eldest of Lehi'ssas their chief. Henceforth the divided
people were known as Nephites and Lamanites ragpBctAt times they observed toward
each other fairly friendly relations; but generdhgy were opposed, the Lamanites
manifesting implacable hatred and hostility towtreir Nephite kindred. The Nephites
advanced in the arts of civilization, built largges and established prosperous
commonwealths; yet they often fell into transgressand the Lord chastened them by
making their foes victorious. They spread northwatupying the northern part of South
America, then, crossing the Isthmus, they exterident domain over the southern, central
and eastern portions of what is now the UnitedeStat America. The Lamanites, while
increasing in numbers, fell under the curse of desk; they became dark in skin and
benighted in spirit, forgot the God of their fathdived a wild nomadic life, and
degenerated into the fallen state in which the Ara@rindians -- their lineal descendants --
were found by those who re-discovered the westentireent in later times." (The Author,
"Articles of Faith," Lect. 14: 7, 8.)

CHAPTER II.

THE APOSTASY PREDICTED.

1. In proceeding with our present inquiry we ac@ptiemonstrated facts the establishment
of the Church of Christ under the Savior's persadahinistration and the rapid growth of
the Church in the early period of the apostolicistiwy.

2. A guestion of the utmost importance is: HasG@herch of Christ, thus authoritatively
established, maintained an organized existence timoearth from the apostolic age to the
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present? Other questions are suggested by thelfitisé Church has continued as an earthly
organization, where lies the proof or evidenceegitimate succession in priestly authority,
and which among the multitude of contending sectsharches of the present day is the
actual possessor of the holy priesthood originadignmitted to the Church by the Christ, its
founder?

3. Again, have the spiritual gifts and graces bycWwhhe early Church was characterized and
distinguished been manifest on earth through théuces that have passed since the
meridian of time; and if so, in which of the numasachurches of these modern times do we
find such signs lowing the professed believirs?

4. We affirm that with the passing of the so-cakbgabstolic age the Church gradually drifted
into a condition of apostasy, whereby successidhamriesthood was broken; and that the
Church, as an earthly organization operating uddane direction and having authority to
officiate in spiritual ordinances, ceased to exist.

5. If therefore the Church of Christ is to be foumbn the earth today it must have been
re-established by divine authority; and the holggthood must have been restored to the
world from which it was lost by the apostasy of Bramitive Church?2

6. We affirm that the great apostasy was foretglthle Savior Himself while He lived as a
Man among men, and by His inspired prophets botbréend after the period of His
earthly probation. And further, we affirm that éieaal interpretation of history
demonstrates the fact of this great and generatapp.

7. Before we take up in detail the specific pradits referred to, and the evidence of their
dread fulfilment, we may profitably devote briefeattion to certain general considerations.

8. Respecting the foreknowledge of God, let itlm®taid that divine omniscience is of itself
a determining cause whereby events are inevitaiolydht to pass. A mortal father who
knows the weaknesses and frailties of his son ngagdson of that knowledge sorrowfully
predict the calamities and sufferings awaitingvayward boy. He may foresee in that son's
future a forfeiture of blessings that could haverbeon, loss of position, self-respect,
reputation and honor; even the dark shadows dba'tecell and the night of a drunkard's
grave may appear in the saddening visions of trad father's soul; yet, convinced by
experience of the impossibility of bringing abouat son's reform, he foresees the dread
developments of the future, and he finds but somoa anguish in his knowledge. Can it be
said that the father's foreknowledge is a causkeofon's sinful life? The son, perchance,
has reached his maturity; he is the master of \wis @estiny; a free agent unto himself. The
father is powerless to control by force or to diteg arbitrary command; and, while he
would gladly make any effort or sacrifice to sav& $on from the fate impending, he fears
for what seems to be an awful certainty. But sutieft thoughtful, prayerful, loving parent
does not contribute to the son's waywardness beaz#uss knowledge. To reason otherwise
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would be to say that a neglectful father, who takatsthe trouble to study the nature and
character of his son, who shuts his eyes to stefudencies, and rests in careless
indifference as to the probable future, will by hesy heartlessness be benefitting his child,
because his lack of forethought cannot operatecasi@ibutory cause to dereliction.

9. Our Heavenly Father has a full knowledge ofrtature and dispositions of each of His
children, a knowledge gained by long observatioth @perience in the past eternity of our
primeval childhood; a knowledge compared with whicht gained by earthly parents
through mortal experience with their children iBnitesimally small. By reason of that
surpassing knowledge, God reads the future of @mbtichildren, of men individually and of
men collectively as communities and nations; Hewsawhat each will do under given
conditions, and sees the end from the beginning fétteknowledge is based on intelligence
and reason; He foresees the future as a state whatahally and surely will be; not as one
which must be because He has arbitrarily willed thshall be.

10. But, it may be argued that in the illustratinstance given above -- that of the earthly
parent and the wayward son, -- the father hadhepower to change the sad course of sin
whereby his son is hastening to ignominy and destm; while the omnipotent Father can
save if He will. In reply this is to be said: Thatker of souls has endowed His children with
the divine birth-right of free agency; He does antl will not control them by arbitrary

force; He impels no man toward sin; He compels rionmgghteousness. Unto man has been
given freedom to act for himself; and, associatét this independence, is the fact of strict
responsibility and the assurance of individual acdability. In the judgment with which we
shall be judged, all the conditions and circumstaraf our lives shall be considered. The
inborn tendencies due to heredity, the effect @frenment whether conducive to good or
evil, the wholesome teachings of youth, or the abs®f good instruction-these and all
other contributory elements must be taken into astm the rendering of a just verdict as to
the soul's guilt or innocence. Nevertheless, thindiwisdom makes plain what will be the
result with given conditions operating on knownumnas and dispositions of men; while
every individual is free to choose good or evilhintthe limits of the many conditions
existing and operativa:.

11. Another matter worthy of thought in the pressorinection is this: Is the fact of the great
apostasy, -- the virtual overthrow and destructibthe Church established by Jesus Christ,
-- to be regarded as an instance of failure irLtirel's plans? Is it a case of defeat in which
Satan was victor over Christ? Consider the follgyviwhat mortal has yet measured the
standard by which Omniscience gages success ardaiMWWho dares affirm that what man
hails as triumph or deplores as defeat will begmanted when tested by the principles of
eternal reckoning?

12. The history of the world abounds with instanckthe temporary triumph of evil, of
justice seemingly miscarried, of divine plans fo@ time being frustrated, of God's purposes
opposed and their consummation delayed.
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13. We read of the Lord's covenant with Israel.dJabraham, Isaac, and Jacob He declared
that their descendants should be a people chosétfiSespecial service among the nations.
Through that lineage the Savior of mankind wasadaorn; in the posterity of Abraham all
nations of the earth were to be blessed. Blessiagsnd the heart of man to conceive,
beyond the mind of man to comprehend, were pronoesecbndition of loyal allegiance to
Him who proclaimed Himself their God and their KiMoreover the Lord predicted
calamity and suffering, individual affliction an@tional disgrace, if Israel departed from the
service of Jehovah and yielded to the enticemdrttsear heathen neighbors who knew not
God. Think you that the Lord was ignorant of therse His people would choose? Did He
fail to foresee that Israel would follow the eviaw forfeiting the blessings and reaping the
harvest of sorrow? Jehovah's plans failed not,ghdbe realization of the blessings so
abundantly promised has been long delayed. Eqtalbgful with the prediction of calamity
in case of sin, was the promise of eventual restordo favor. The dispersion of Israel
already accomplished, was to be followed by théeang of Israel now in progre4s.

14. What would have been the world's verdict at¢osuccess or failure of the mission of
the Christ, had a vote been taken at the timeetthcifixion? Seemingly His enemies had
triumphed; He who proclaimed Himself the Messi&le, on of God, the resurrection and
the life, over whom death could not prevail, haffesed the fate of malefactors, and His
body was in the tomb. But the verdict of the ceietjrwhich is the verdict of the eternities
to come, acclaims that "failure" as the greatestiph of the ages, the victory of victories.

15. Even so with the Church. For a season the mowefezvil triumphed, and the spirit of
apostasy ruled. But beyond the darkness of thdwsinight the glorious dawn of the
restoration was seen in prophetic vision, and bo¢might with its horrors, and the
awakening day with its splendor, were foreseenfaretold.

16. In our study of the predictions of the apostasgmbodied in scripture and of their
realization as attested by later history, we stealbgnize two distinct phases or stages of the
progressive falling away as follows:

(1.) Apostas from the Church; and

(2.) The apostasof the Church.

17. In the first stage we have to deal with thesdking of the truth and severance from the
Church by individuals, at times few, at other timesny. Such conditions can scarcely be
considered otherwise than as natural and inevit&b&tory fails to present any example of
great undertakings upon which multitudes enter witthusiasm, and from which many do
not desert. Unless such cases of individual abandahare so numerous as to show the
operation of some vital cause of disaffection, waulal not need the authority of divine
prediction and inspired prophecy to explain theuonce. We find, however, that apostasy
from the Primitive Church was widespread and gdnanal that the causes leading to such a
condition were of vital significance.
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18. In the second of the two stages already spegitve are confronted with conditions of
far greater import than those attending indivicgadession from the Church; for here we
find the Church sinking to the degraded level dtianan institution, with plan of
organization and mode of operation foreign to thiestitution of the original, without
priesthood or authority to officiate in spiritualdinances, and devoid of the gifts and graces
with which the Savior endowed His Church at theetiofiits establishment. In short, we find
the Church itself apostate, boasting of temporalggpmaking its own laws, teaching its
own dogmas, preserving only a form of godliness]emtenying the power theresf.

SPECIFIC PREDICTIONS OF THE APOSTASY.

19. The Lord foresaw the great and general degaftam the principles of righteousness,

and from the beginning knew that men would sethgirtown forms of worship, wrongfully

claiming divine authority for the same. Through theuths of His chosen prophets He has
repeatedly predicted the inevitable evé:nt.

20. Among the prophecies antedating the birth afsEkhe following may be noted. Isaiah
beheld in vision the condition of the earth in #@ra of spiritual darkness, a period in which
all classes would be involved in a general condibbunrighteousness, a time when the
world of mankind would be in a helpless and pradlychopeless condition. He pictures the
earth as mourning and languishing in desolationamsigns the reason for the sad condition
as follows: "The earth also is defiled under theainitants thereof; because they have
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, mtbkesverlasting covenar7."

21. It may be thought that this prophecy has refegdo a violation of the law of Moses
under which ancient Israel lived. Let it be remenslde however, that the Mosaic law is
nowhere called an everlasting covenant. The covdretiwveen the Lord and Abraham
antedated the giving of the law by four hundred @nndly years, and as pointed out by 8wl
in his epistle to the Galatians, whom he designasg®olish because of their confusing the
law of Moses and the gospel of Christ, the law dadt nullify the earlier covenant the
fulfilment of which could come only through Chri3the "law," by which the inspired
apostle plainly means the Mosaic statutes, was lpueéparation for the "faith," by which
latter expression the gospel as revealed by Ckridearly intended. "But before faith
came," says Paul, "we were kept under the law, ghuwinto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was duwv@master to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith. But after that fais come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of Goddity in Jesus Christ. For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ, have put orsCHinere is neither Jew nor Greek, there
Is neither bond nor free, there is neither malefaorale; for ye are all one in Jesus Christ.
And if ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed heirs according to the promis9o."

22. It is evident from the tenor of the entire dieapthat while the gospel was preached unto



20

Abraham, and covenant made with him relating tocthraing of the Messiah through his
posterity, the gospel did not abide with Israel] #mns because of transgressi10 but in

lieu thereof the Mosaic law was instituted as @igishary measure, temporary in character,
destined to be superseded by the gospel of Chndtassuredly not an everlasting covenant.
On the other hand, the blood of Christ, throughsivedding of which the atoning sacrifice
was wrought, is distinctively called "the bloodtbé everlasting covenar11'

23. It is evident then that Isaiah's fateful prapheelating to the breaking of the everlasting
covenant, could have no reference to a departane fine Mosaic requirements, but must
refer to a then future condition of apostasy follogvthe establishment of the everlasting
covenant. Moreover, part of the great predictiefenring to the burnings and wide spread
calamities 12 yet awaits its complete fulfilment.

24. Another prediction applicable to the period whigere should be no Church of Christ to
be found, and when, in consequence there shouahientation and suffering, is that of
Amos: "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord Gbdt t will send a famine in the land, not
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but eahng the words of the Lord; And they shall
wander from sea to sea, and from the north evéimeteast, they shall run to and fro to seek
the word of the Lord, and shall not find 13’

25. Christ instructed His followers in terms at emlirect and conclusive, as to the apostasy
then impending. In reply to certain inquiries camieg the signs by which His second
advent would be heralded, He said: "Take heednthaan deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, | am Christ, and shalédkecmany.14 Then He told of
approaching wars and political disturbances, amttddAnd then shall many be offended
and shall betray one another, and shall hate ooghan And many false prophets shall rise
and shall deceive many. And because iniquity sif@dund, the love of many shall wax cold.
But he that shall endure unto the end the samélstahved 15

26. Further specifying the conditions incidenthe growing apostasy, Christ declared to His
disciples: "Then shall they deliver you up to b#iakd, and shall kill you; and ye shall be
hated by all nations for my name's sa16 And again: "Then if any man shall say unto you,
Lo here is Christ, or there, believe it not. Faerthshall arise false Christs and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wondesmiuch that if it were possible they

shall deceive the very elect. Behold | have told pefore. Wherefore if they shall say unto
you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:dddhne is in the secret chambers; believe it
not."17

27. After the departure of Christ from earth Hi®stpes continued to warn the people of the
darkness to come. In that memorable address teldees at Ephesus, when, as he told them,
they were looking upon his face for the last tifdayul reminded his hearers of the
instructions he had previously given them, and tigarged them with this solemn warning:
"For | know this, that after my departing shalleyious wolves enter in among you, not
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sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shallmagise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after thenis

28. Not only would outsiders ingratiate themsehdh the saints for purposes of selfish
gain -- wolves entering in, and not sparing theKlo- but schisms and divisions were
imminent; and these dissensions were to come threame then present -- men who would
aspire to leadership, and who would set up their dactrines, thus drawing disciples away
from the Church and unto themselves.

29. The same apostle warns Timothy of the approgcéyostasy, and refers to some of the
erroneous teachings that would be impressed upsguned people, -- teachings which he
calls "doctrines of devils." He admonishes Timaotbyput the brethren in remembrance of
these things, as is becoming in a good minist&lofst, "nourished up in the words of faith
and of good doctrine." Note the inspired predictithiow the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from théhfagiving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisyying their conscience seared with a hot
iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to absfaom meats, which God hath created to
be received with thanksgiving of them which beliewel know the truth.19

30. In a second epistle to his beloved Timothy levl@boring under the premonition that his
martyrdom was near at hand, Paul urges zeal and\eimethe preaching of the gospel; for
the shadows of the apostasy were gathering abewliurch. His admonition is pathetic in
its earnestness: "l charge thee, before God andditeJesus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingé&seach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with algkarffering and doctrine; for the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine dfter their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers having itching ears; and thal{/tsirn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fable20"

31. In addressing the Thessalonian saints, Paulstaem against the error strongly
advocated by some that the day of Christ's secdwnera was then near at hand. It appears
that deception was being practiced, and that ewegefy was suspected, for the apostle
instructs the people that they be not deceivedn'osd nor by letter as from us." The
admonition is forceful: "Now we beseech you, brethiby the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,t eabe not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor bjtée as from us, as that the day of Christ is at
hand. Let no man deceive you by any means; fordawatshall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin be reeéakhe son of perdition; who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God,hattis worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is GC21 We shall see how painfully literal has
been the fulfilment of this prophecy in the blasploeis assumptions of the apostate church,
centuries later.
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32. The Apostle Peter prophesied in language so filat none may fail to comprehend,
concerning the heresies that would be preacheddsrk in the period of the apostasy; and
he reminds the people that there were false teach@&iden times, even as there would be in
times then future: "But there were false prophé&te among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you, who privily shalldpimdamnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselva# gestruction. And many shall follow
their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the watyuth shall be evil spoken of. And
through covetousness shall they with reigned wardke merchandise of you; whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and tli@mnation slumbereth no22

33. Jude, the brother of James, in his generallepisthe saints, reminds them of earlier
warnings: "But beloved, remember ye the words whielne spoken before of the apostles of
our Lord Jesus Christ. How that they told you thereuld be mockers in the last time, who
should walk after their own ungodly lusi23"

34. John, who is called the Revelator, saw in visie state of the world in the days then
future. Describing the spirit of unrighteousnessa &sdeous beast, and its author, Satan, as
the dragon, he says: "And they worshiped the dragunh gave power unto the beast: and
they worshiped the beast, saying, Who is like uh&beast? who is able to make war with
him? * * * And he opened his mouth in blasphemyiagaGod, to blaspheme His name, and
His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. Amdas given unto him to make war with
the saints, and to overcome them: and power wandiim over all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations. And all that dwell upon the earthlIshalship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain fraime foundation of the world. If any man
have an ear, let him hee24'

35. Note another prophecy based on the vision lof Jloe Revelator. Again referring to
latter-day conditions he declares: "And | saw aapotngel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto thehdwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Sayitiga loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of His judgment is conagd worship Him that made heaven and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of wi25:r."

36. While it is true that the scripture last quotiees not specifically predict the apostasy,
the breaking up of the Church is treated as anteaanoally accomplished. The Revelator
looked beyond the period of disruption and sawhitghter day of the restoration of the
gospel -- -a reestablishment of the Church thrabhghministry of an angel. It is illogical to
assume that the gospel was to be brought to egprhhleavenly messenger if that gospel was
still extant upon the earth. Equally unreasonabieto say that a restoration or re-
establishment of the Church of Christ would be ssagy or possible had the Church
continued with rightful succession of priesthood aower. If the gospel had to be brought
again from the heavens, the gospel must have lagen from the earth. Thus the prophecy
of a restoration is proof of an apostasy generdlcamplete.
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APOSTASY ON THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE PREDICTED.

37. In the preceding chapter it was shown thattherch of Christ was established by the
Risen Lord among the Nephites of the western wdiridas foreseen that the powers of evil
would be permitted to prevail in the west as ing¢hst. Consider the fateful words of the
prophet Alma addressed to his son Helaman: "Behgédrceive that this very people, the
Nephites, according to the spirit of revelation evhis in me, in four hundred years from the
time that Jesus Christ shall manifest Himself thtam, shall dwindle in unbelief: Yea, and
then shall they see wars and pestilences, yeanénaind bloodshed, even until the people
of Nephi shall become extinct; Yea, and this beedhsy shall dwindle in unbelief, and fall
into the works of darkness, and lasciviousness afindanner of iniquities; yea, | say unto
you that because they shall sin against so giggat dnd knowledge; yea, | say unto you that
from that day, even the fourth generation shallpasts away before this great iniquity shall
come.26

38. An earlier prophecy relating to the degradatbthe surviving remnant of Lehi's
descendants, was uttered by Nephi, as a resultedfedation communicated to him through
angelic visitation. He thus describes his visionhaf future: "l beheld and saw that the seed
of my brethren did contend against my seed, acogrtdi the word of the angel; and because
of the pride of my seed, and the temptations ofidnal, | beheld that the seed of my
brethren did overpower the people of my seed. Argdme to pass that | beheld and saw the
people of the seed of my brethren, that they hadamme my seed; and they went forth in
multitudes upon the face of the land. And | sawntlgathered together in multitudes; and |
saw wars and rumors of wars among them; and in arasumors of wars, | saw many
generations pass away. And the angel said unt®@eteld, these shall dwindle in unbelief.
And it came to pass that | beheld after they haohdled in unbelief, they became a dark,
and loathsome, and a filthy people, full of idlenasd all manner of abomination27 The
degraded state of the North American Indians, sededants of a prophet- father -- is a
striking realization of this prophetic declaration.

39. The scriptures cited are sufficient to show thidespread apostasy from the Church was
foreseen; that the corruption of the Church itea$ likewise foreknown; and that on both
hemispheres a general apostasy was foretold.

Notes.

1. THE CHURCH, PRIMITIVE AND RESTORED. The ChurchXesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints declares by its name a distindtiom the Primitive Church as established
by Christ and His early apostles. The essentiagdasion of the restored Church is the
Church of Jesus Christ; its authorized name isQlmgrch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, the final phrase being added to distingthehChurch as established in the present
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dispensation from the Church as organized by tiv@&during the period of His earthly
ministry. This distinction is shown in one of ourtiles of Faith: "We [the Church of today]
believe in the same organization as existed irPtimaitive Church."

2. MAN'S FREE AGENCY. The teachings of the resto@dulirch respecting individual
freedom of action are thus summarized: "The Chaadts and teaches as a strictly
scriptural doctrine, that man has inherited amdwgimalienable rights conferred upon him
by his divine Father, absolute freedom to choosegtiod or the evil in life as he may elect.
This right cannot be guarded with more jealous taae is bestowed upon it by God
Himself: for in all His dealings with man, He hastlthe mortal creature free to choose and
to act, with no semblance of compulsion or restrdoayond the influences of paternal
counsel and loving direction. True, He has giveme@ndments, and has established
statutes, with promises of blessings for compliaanu@ dire penalties for infraction; but in
the choice of these, God's children are untrammétetthis respect, man is no less free than
are the angels and the Gods, except as he hagdettienself with the bonds of sin, and
forfeited his power of will and force of soul. Thadividual has a full measure of liberty to
violate the laws of health, the requirements otirgtand the commandments of God in
matters both temporal and spiritual, as he havéy all such; in the one case he brings upon
himself the sure penalties that belong to the bmd&es; as in the other he inherits the
specific blessings and the added freedom thatchtidaw-abiding life. Obedience to the law
Is the habit of the free man; 'tis the transgresdw fears the law, for he brings upon
himself deprivation and restraint, not becausdeflaw, which would have protected him in
his freedom, but because of his rejection of lale Predominant attribute of justice,
recognized as part of the Divine nature, forbidsttiought that man should receive
promises of reward for righteousness, and thrdgisimishment for evil deeds, if he
possessed no power of independent action It isare & part of God's plan to compel men
to work righteousness, than it is His purpose tongeevil powers to force His children into
sin. In the days of Eden, the first man had pldsefdre him commandment and law, with an
explanation of the penalty which would follow a kation of that law. No law could have
been given him in righteousness, had he not beentdract for himself. ‘Nevertheless thou
mayest choose for thyself, for it is given untoethieut remember that | forbid it,’ said the
Lord God to Adam. Concerning His dealings with fingt patriarch of the race, God has
declared in this day, 'Behold | gave unto him tiashould be an agent unto himself."™ (The
Author, "Articles of Faith," Lecture 3: 1, 2.)

3. THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY TO THE APOSTASY. "Whstprophecy but

history reversed? Nothing. Prophecy is a recorthiofys before they transpire. History is a
record of them after they have occurred; and otweprophecy is more to be trusted for its
accuracy than history: for the reason that it loast§ source the unerring inspiration of
Almighty God; while history -- except in the caddarspired historians -- is colored by the
favor or prejudice of the writer, depends for ksaietness upon the point of view from which
he looks upon the events; and is likely to be nthimea thousand ways by the influences
surrounding him -- party considerations, nationéiest or prejudice; supposed influence
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upon present conditions and future prospects thalie things may interfere with history;
but prophecy is free from such influences. Histosiare self-constituted, or appointed by
men; but prophets are chosen of God. Selectedvyedwwisdom, and illuminated by that
spirit which shows things that are to come, proplnetve revealed to them so much of the
future as God would have men to know, and the regpivriters record it for the
enlightenment or warning of mankind, without théocimg or distortion so liable to mar the
work of the historian. Thus Moses recorded whathtiseory of Israel would be on condition
of their obedience to God: and what it would béhdy were disobedient. Israel was
disobedient, and historians have exhausted thigin attempts to tell of their disobedience
and suffering; but neither in vividness nor accyrde the histories compare with the
prophecy. So with the prophecy of Daniel in respedhe rise and succession of the great
political powers that should dominate the eartld, @e final triumph of the Kingdom of
God. So with well-nigh all of the prophecies.” 8. Roberts, "A New Witness for God," pp.
113, 114)

4. CHRIST'S PREDICTION OF THE APOSTASY. The fordghuophecy, couched in terms
of vivid description, uttered by our Lord in resgerto inquiries by His disciples, has been
the subject of diverse opinion and varied commeatticularly as regards the time to which
the prediction refers. As recorded in the twentyrfo chapter of Matthew, a significant sign
of the progress of events to precede the seconthgosh Christ was stated as follows: "And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached itha&llworld for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come" (verse 14). It isvedal by many that the "end" referred to in
the passage quoted is not necessarily the clage dihal dispensation, not what is
commonly spoken of as the end of the world, butctbeing up of the gospel dispensation
then current; and in support of this interpretaitds urged that following the utterance
guoted Christ proceeded to predict the calamihies awaiting Jerusalem. That during the
period covered by the earthly ministry of the ajesstthe gospel was preached in all the
civilized nations of the eastern hemisphere, is@vi alike from scripture and from the
uncanonical writings of repute relating to thatiper Paul speaks of the gospel as having
been carried in his day to all the world, and asrwbeen preached to every creature under
heaven (see Colos. 1: 6, 23; compare Romans 18e&&lso Note 3, following chapter | of
this work, page 15.)

In Joseph Smith's version of the twenty-fourth ¢cbapf Matthew the paragraph relating to
the preaching of the gospel in all the world as ofne signs specified by Jesus Christ, is
transposed so as to apply more directly to the mmodelast dispensation. (See Pearl of
Great Price, Writings of Joseph Smith, I.) Thestenie under consideration has direct
application to the conditions characteristic ofgenat times -- the period now current and
immediately precedent to the second advent of tivesC This fact, however, does not
necessarily nullify its application to the earlpariod as well. History repeats itself in many
instances in this, "the dispensation of the fulrefdemes;" indeed, the very name is
expressive of a summarizing or gathering togethémniogs past, and this involves
recurrence of earlier conditions and re-enactmélaves. The prediction of world-wide
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evangelization is not the only instance of a gdrma@phecy having more than a single
limited horizon of fulfilment. In the apostolic ped the gospel was carried to all nations
known to the Lord's ministers; a similar work isprogress today, on a scale greatly
exceeding that of the past, for the world, as messhy human occupancy, is vastly greater
than of old.

5. SCRIPTURES RELATING TO THE APOSTASY. That thephgation of the scriptures
cited in the text in proof of the predicted apogtasnot peculiar to the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, is shown by the faeittthese predictions are similarly
interpreted by theologians of other churches. Thukis "Bible Commentary,” Dr. Adam
Clarke annotates Paul's admonition to Timothy deving=irst note 'the passage: "Now the
spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter tis@se shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils; spegkies in hypocrisy,” etc. Dr. Clarke says:

"In the latter times. This does not necessarily imply the last ages®@forld; but any times
consequent [subsequent] to those in which the thilven lived."

"Depart fromthe faith: They will apostatize from the faith, i.e., from @tianity,
renouncing the whole system in effect by bringingloctrines which render its essential
truths null and void; or denying and denouncinghstdioctrines as are essential to
Christianity as a system of salvation. A man malg ladl the truths of Christianity, and yet
render them of none effect, by holding other doetsi which counteract their influence; or
he may apostatize by denying some essential decthiwugh he bring in nothing
heterodox."

"Speaking liesin hypocrisy: Persons pretending not only to divine inspiratiout, also to
extraordinary degrees of holiness, self- deniaktifnwation, etc., in order to credit the lies
and false doctrines which they taught. MultitudéBes were framed concerning miracles
wrought by the relics of departed saints as theywermed."

CHAPTER III.

EARLY STAGES OF THE APOSTASY.

1. As shown in the preceding chapter a generaltapp$rom the Primitive Church was both
foreseen and foretold. Prophets who lived centlrefere the time of Christ predicted the
great event, as did also the Savior Himself andaiestles who continued the work of the
ministry after His resurrection and ascension. \Wen@w to inquire as to the fulfilment of
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these predictions.

2. Evidence that the apostasy occurred as hadgyedicted is found in the sacred scriptures
and in the records of history other than scriptfabm certain utterances of the early-day
apostles it is made plain to us that the grealifitabway" had begun even while those
apostles were living. The preaching of false daesiand the rise of unauthorized teachers
were referred to as conditions then actually exgsin the Church, and not as remote
developments of the distant futiie.

3. Scarcely had the gospel seed been committéaeteail before the enemy came, and by
night sowed tares amongst the wheat; and so irgimas the growth of the two that any
attempt to forcibly uproot the weeds would have#tened the life of the grai2.

4. Paul recognized the fact that the people amasmigsin he labored were losing the faith
they had professed, and were becoming victimsefigteption practiced by false teachers.
In his letter to the churches of Galatia he wrbitenarvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ umother gospel: Which is not another; but
there be some that trouble you, and would pertergbspel of Christ." And then, to
emphasize the sin of those who thus sought to gretlie gospel of Christ," he continued:
"But though we, or an angel from heaven, preachadingr gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursetveé?said before, so say | now again, If
any man preach any other gospel unto you tharythhtive received, let him be accursei."

5. The context of the passages just quoted shawsature of the error into which "the
churches of Galatia" were in danger of falling. yineere embroiled in a discussion as to
whether they were bound by certain requirementa@faw of Moses, notably that
respecting circumcision. The apostle instructs thethe effect that the gospel of Christ was
superior to the law; and that moreover, they wecemsistent in contending for one item of
the law and neglecting the rest. We have here atidic of the effort so persisted in even by
those who had joined the Church, to modify and gleahe simple requirements of the
gospel by introducing the elements of Judaism.ustnbe remembered that even among the
apostles some difference of opinion had existetd #se necessity of circumcision; but this
had been settled by their prayerful effort to letdwa Lord's will in the matter; and those who
sought to foment dissension on this or any othdtanaf authoritative doctrine were
declared to be enemies to the Church, seekingetvépt the gospel of Christ.”

6. In his second epistle to the "church of the Shtsians" Paul declares that the spirit of
iniquity was then already operative. After predigtihe rise of the apostate church, with its
blasphemous assumptions of power, as a condititatanent to the second coming of
Christ, the apostle continued as follows: "Fornmestery of iniquity doth already work: only
he who now letteth will let until he be taken ofitlee way. And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with theitspirHis mouth, and shall destroy with
the brightness of His comin&."
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7. The seemingly obscure expression, "he who nttetkewill let,” may be more readily
understood by remembering that in the older sty/EEnglish "let" had the meaning of
"restrain” or "hinder5 The passage therefore may be understood as aatexiahat the
spirit of iniquity was already active though rested or hindered for a time; and that later
even this restraint would be removed and the enalwould be in power. In the Revised
Version of the New Testament this passage is rexd#ius: " -- lawlessness doth already
work: only there is one that restraineth now, umélbe taken out of the way."

8. Just who or what is referred to as exercisings&raint on the powers of iniquity at that
time has given rise to discussion. Some writerd fiwht the presence of the apostles
operated in this way, while others believe thatréstraining power of the Roman
government is referred to. It is known that the Rarpolicy was to discountenance religious
contention, and to allow a large measure of libertiprms of worship as long as the gods of
Rome were not maligned nor their shrines dishongksdRoman supremacy declined "the
mystery of iniquity” embodied in the apostate cluoperated practically without restraint.

9. The expression "mystery of iniquity" as usedayl is significane Prominent among the
early perverters of the Christian faith were thad® assailed its simplicity and lack of
exclusiveness. This simplicity was so differentfirthe mysteries of Judaism and the
mysterious rites of heathen idolatry as to be gisaying to many; and the earliest changes
in the Christian form of worship were marked by thtoduction of mystic ceremonies.

10. Paul's zeal as a missionary and a proselysyuadantly shown in scripture; he was
equally zealous in seeking to maintain the faitthoe who had accepted the truth. The
Pauline epistles abound in admonitions and pleadagginst the increasing influence of
false doctrines, and in expressions of sorrow tveigrowth of apostasy in the Church. His
words addressed to Timothy are both emphatic atitepe: "Hold fast the form of sound
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith anelwhich is in Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was committed unto thee keep by theyH&host, which dwelleth in us. This
thou knowestthat all they which arein Asia be turned away from me."7

11. An excellent summary of important utteranceshigyApostle Paul relating to the
beginning of the apostasy as a fact in the earbgtybic age, has been made by one of the
latter-day apostles, Orson Pratt. He writes agWadt "The great apostasy of the Christian
Church commenced in the first century; while theeze yet inspired apostles and prophets
in their midst; hence Paul, just previous to histgtdom, enumerates a great number who
had 'made shipwreck of their faith," and 'turneédesinto vain jangling;' teaching 'that the
resurrection was already past,’ giving 'heed ttetabnd endless genealogies,' ‘doubting
about questions and strifes of words whereof camgiegs, railings, evil surmisings,
perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds anditiés of the truth, supposing that gain is
godliness.' This apostasy had become so genetdP#uh declares to Timothy, ‘that all they
which are in Asia be turned away from me;' and m@a&i says, 'at my first answer no man
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stood with me, but all men forsook me;' he furtbays that 'there are many unruly, and vain
talkers, deceivers, teaching things which they oungh, for filthy lucre's sake.' These
apostates, no doubt, pretended to be very rightdoysays the apostle, 'they profess that
they know God: but in words they deny Him, beingrmainable and disobedient and unto
every good work reprobate.™

12. Jude admonished the saints to be on their qaganhst men who were in the service of
Satan seeking to corrupt the Church. Addressingdliifito them that are sanctified by God
the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ," he '$tidas needful for me to write unto you,
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contenthi@faith which was once delivered unto
the saints. For there are certain men crept in anasy who were before of old ordained to
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grdceuo God into lasciviousness, and
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus @Hs It is plain that Jude considered "the
faith which was once delivered unto the saintsthatanger; and he urges the faithful to
contend for it and openly defend it. He remindsgaimts that they had been told "there
should be mockers in the last time, who should vadiér their own ungodly lusts;" and adds
"These be they who separate themselves, senswuaigheot the Spirit.9 Clearly he is
referring to the apostates of the time, who, besafisensual appetites and lustful desires,
had separated themselves from the Church.

13. During the banishment of John the Revelatatherisle of Patmos, when nearly all the
apostles had been taken from the earth, many of treving suffered martyrdom, the
apostasy was so wide-spread that only seven "chsythe. branches of the Church,
remained in such condition as to be consideredrdegeof the special communication John
was instructed to give. In a marvelous vision hiedbe the seven churches typified by seven
golden candlesticks, with seven stars represetit@gresiding officers of the several
churches; and in the midst of the golden candlestiwith the stars in his hand, stood "one
like unto the Son of Man."

14. The church at Ephesus was approved for its gaolls, specifically for its rejection of
the Nicolaitean heresies; nevertheless reproofaslasnistered for disaffection and neglect,
thus: -- "thou hast left thy first love. Remembeerefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent and do the first works; or else | will courgo thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repi10t."

15. To the church at Pergamos John was commandedtéy denouncing the false doctrines
of certain sects and teachers, "which thing | ha&d the Lorc11 The church of the
Laodiceans was denounced as "lukewarm," "neithenbdiocold,” and as priding itself as

rich and not in need, whereas it was in realityélhed, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked12

16. The foregoing scriptures are ample as prodfdahen before the ancient apostles had
finished their earthly ministry, apostasy was gmogvapace. The testimony of the early
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"Christian fathers" who wrote in the period immedig following the passing of the
apostles, is to the same effect. According to #eegally accepted chronology, the prophetic
message of John the Revelator to the churchesiafwes given in the last years of the first
century13

17. Among the historians of that period whose wgs are not regarded as canonical or
scriptural, but which are nevertheless acceptegeasine and reliable, was Hegesippus,
who, "flourished nearest the days of the apostM&iting of the conditions marking the
close of the first century and the beginning of¢keond, Eusebius cites the testimony of the
earlier writer as follows: -- "The same author, §idsippus] relating the events of the times,
also says, that the Church continued until thea jpgre and uncorrupt virgin; whilst if there
were any at all that attempted to pervert the saloudrine of the saving gospel, they were
yet skulking in dark retreats; but when the sacteair of apostles became extinct, and the
generation of those that had been privileged to tiear inspired wisdom had passed away,
then also the combinations of impious error argsthb fraud and delusions of false
teachers These also, as there were none of thdeplast, henceforth tempted, without
shame to preach their false doctrine against tspejmf truth. Such is the statement of
Hegesippus14

18. There can be little doubt that the false teexcheferred to in the testimony last cited,
were professed adherents of the Church, and nsideubpponents, inasmuch as they were
restrained by the influence and authority of thesties, and waited the passing of the
authorized leaders as an opportunity to corrupCherch by evil teachings.

19. A later writer commenting on the schisms arsde@hnsions by which the Church was rent
in the latter part of the first century -- the perimmediately following that of the apostolic
ministry, says: "It will easily be imagined thatityrand peace could not reign long in the
Church, since it was composed of Jews and Gentiles,regarded each other with the
bitterest aversion. Besides, as the converts tstdmity could not extirpate radically the
prejudices which had been formed in their mindetycation, and confirmed by time, they
brought with them into the bosom of the church naréess of the errors of their former
religions. Thus the seeds of discord and contrgweese easily sown, and could not fail to
spring up soon into animosities and dissensiong;wéiccordingly broke out and divided
the Church.15

20. Another recognized authority on ecclesiasticstiory, and one whose avowed purpose
was to present the truth respecting the Churctsimost favorable light, is Joseph Milner,
author of a comprehensive "History of the ChurciCbfist." He comments on the state of
the Church at the close of the first century irs thise: "Let us keep in view what that [the
spirit of the gospel] really is. The simple faith@hrist as the only Savior of lost sinners,

and the effectual influences of the Holy Ghostaoavering souls altogether depraved by sin
-- these are the leading ideas. When the effusidineoHoly Ghost first took place, these
things were taught with power; and no sentimentglvhilitated against them could be
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supported for a moment. As, through the preval@fi¢teiman corruption and the crafts of
Satan, the love of truth was lessened, heresiesamlis abuses of the gospel appeared;
and in estimating them we may form some idea ofit@ension of true religion toward the
end of the [first] century." The same writer cons: "Yet a gloomy cloud hung over the
conclusion of the first century. The first impress made by the effusion of the Spirit are
generally the strongest and the most decisivelyndisfrom the spirit of the world. But
human depravity, over-born for a time, arises &fresurticularly in the next generation.
Hence the disorders of schism and heresy. Theiletaey is to destroy the pure work of
God.'16

21. The purpose of this chapter has been thatrabdstrating the early beginning of the
apostasy, so soon to become general, and lateersal. The specific causes directly
contributing to the degradation of the Church aserved for future consideration.

THE GROWTH OF APOSTASY ON THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

22. Now let us see what was the condition of thar€tn established by the Resurrected Lord
among the descendants of Lehi on the American enti In this undertaking we shall not
restrict ourselves to the beginning of the dismp®lone. Inasmuch as the course of
apostasy among the Nephites was so rapid, ancetimdgntervening between the
establishment of the Church and the destructidhehation was so brief, we shall consider
the history of the Church to its close, and thugatie the necessity of recurring to the
subject in later chapters. We read that the Chhachprospered until about 200 A. D. Then
apostasy became general, as evidence of whichimafellowing:

23. "And now in this two hundred and first yeaerh began to be among them those who
were lifted up in pride * * * And they began to H&vided into classes, and they began to
build up churches unto themselves, to get gain began to deny the true Church of Christ.
And it came to pass that when two hundred and ¢éamsyhad passed away there were many
churches in the land: yea, there were many chunehesh professed to know the Christ, and
yet they did deny the more parts of his gospefhnmsch that they did receive all manner of
wickedness, and did administer that which was shgneo him to whom it had been
forbidden because of unworthiness. And this chalidhmultiply exceedingly, because of
iniquity, and because of the power of Satan whogeidhold upon their hearts. And again,
there was another church which denied the Chmst they did persecute the true Church of
Christ because of their humility and their belefGhrist; and they did despise them because
of the many miracles which were wrought among the¢171.

24. The Book of Mormon record is definite in itesfications of the immediate reasons for,
or causes of the great apostasy on the westerrspkrare. While the members of the Church
remained faithful to their covenants and obligasiainey as individuals and the Church as
an organization prospered; and their enemies weaibla to prevail against them. With
prosperity, however, came pride and class distinstithe rich dominated the poor, and
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earthly gain became the object of 118 Secret organizations of evil purpose flourisl19 1;

the people were divided into two opposing factidhese who still professed a belief in
Christ being known as Nephites and their enemidsagnites, without regard to actual
descent or family relationship. With the growthpoide and its attendant sins, the Nephites
became as wicked as the non- professing Lama20 and in their wickedness these people
sought each other's destruction. Consider the pathd dire tragedy expressed in the words
of Moroni, the solitary survivor of a once blessaal mighty nation:

25. "Behold, four hundred years have passed awag $he coming of our Lord and Savior.
And behold, the Lamanites have hunted my peopéeNephites, down from city to city, and
from place to place, even until they are no mone, great has been their fall: yea, great and
marvelous is the destruction of my people, the NephAnd behold, it is the hand of the
Lord which hath done it. And behold also, the Laitemare at war one with another; and
the whole face of this land is one continual roohdurder and bloodshed; and no one
knoweth the end of the war. And now behold, | saynore concerning them, for there are
none save it be the Lamanites and robbers thaxidowgon the face of the land; and there
are none that do know the true God save it be Heples of Jesu21 who did tarry in the
land until the wickedness of the people was sotdhed the Lord would not suffer them to
remain with the people; and whether they be uperfdabe of the land no man knowet22'

Notes.

1. THE EARLY APOSTASY RECOGNIZED. The fact of tharly beginning of the
apostasy is generally recognized by theologiansaatitorities on biblical interpretation.
Clarke's commentary on the declaration of Paubdkd "mystery of iniquity" then at work
(See Il Thess. 2: 7) is as follows:

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: There is a system of corrupt doctrine which
will lead to thegeneral apostasy, already in existence; but it is a mystery; it is as yet hidden;
it dare not show itself because of that which hretteor withholdeth. But when that which
now restraineth is taken out of the way, then dihall wicked one be revealed; it will then
be manifest who he is and what he is."

2. EARLY DISSENSIONS IN THE CHURCH. As instancestio¢ disagreements and
differences that troubled and disturbed the Cheramn in apostolic days Mosheim says:
"The first of these controversies, which was setomrt in the church of Antioch, regarded
the necessity of observing the law of Moses, anégue is mentioned by St. Luke in the
Acts of the Apostles (chap. 15). This controverasyiollowed by many others, either with
the Jews who were violently attached to the worshitneir ancestors, or with the votaries
of a wild and fanatical sort of philosophy, or wihch as, mistaking the true genius of the
Christian religion, abused it monstrously to theamagement of their vices, and their
indulgence of the appetites and passions. St.&althe other apostles have, in several
places of their writings, mentioned these contrensy;, but with such brevity that it is



difficult at this distance of time to come at tineg state of the question in these various
disputes. The most weighty and important of alséheontroversies was that which certain
Jewish doctors raised at Rome, and in other Canisthurches concerning the means of
justification and acceptance with God, and the wetbf salvation pointed out in the word
of God. The apostles, wherever they exercised thigistry, had constantly declared all
hopes of acceptance and salvation delusive, exteptas were rounded on Jesus the
Redeemer, and his all-sufficient merits; while Jeevish doctors maintained the works of the
law to be the true efficient cause of the souksretl salvation and felicity. This latter
sentiment not only led to many other errors extigmesjudicial to Christianity, but was
also injurious to the glory of the divine SaviofMosheim, "Ecclesiastical History," Cent. I,
Part Il, 11: 12.)

3. UNAUTHORIZED WRITINGS IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE. Pdalreference to "another
gospel” in his epistle to the Galatians (1: 6) ssjgd to Dr. Adam Clarke the following
commentary on the passage:

"Another gospel: It is certain that in the very earliest ages @&f @hristian Church, there
were several spurious gospels in circulation; amehs the multitude of these false or
inaccurate relations that induced St. Luke to writeown (see Luke 1: 1). We have the
names of more than seventy of these spurious nessadtill on record, and in ancient
writers many fragments of them remain; these haenlzollected and published by
Fabricius in his account of the apocryphal bookthefNew Testament (3 vols, 8 vo.) In
some of these gospels the necessity of circumcemoihsubjection to the Mosaic law, in
unity with the gospel, were strongly inculcatedlarke,"Bible Commentary.")

4. SOME AUTHORITIES ON ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. Amgrthe authorities cited
in the text are those named below. A brief noteasach may be of interest.

Eusebius. Eusebius Pamphilus, bishop of Caesarea in Pate$im lived from about 260 to
about 339 A. D., though there is some uncertaiatipahe exact time of his death. He was
an eye witness of and a participant in some ottlferings incident to heathen persecution
of the Christians, and has been called the "Fath€hurch History." He was the author of
several works, among them one of the earliest @al&Siastical History." The quotations
from this work by Eusebius, as given in the tere, faom the version translated from the
Greek by C. F. Cruse.

Mosheim: Dr. J. L. von Mosheim, chancellor of the Univeysif Gottingen; a German
writer, noted for his contributions to church histdHe is the author of an exhaustive work
on "Ecclesiastical History" (6 vols), dated 1758eTexcerpts from Mosheim's
"Ecclesiastical History" given in the text are takeom the version translated into English
by Dr. Archibald Maclaine, dated 1764.

Milner: Rev. Joseph Milner. An English authority on chune$tory, and author of a



comprehensive "History of the Church of Christ'v(8s.), from which the excerpts in the
text are taken.

5. COMMENTARY ON THE PASSAGE FROM JUDE: -- The page quoted in the text --
"For there are certain men crept in unawawho were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men," etc. (Jude: 4), has given rise sawksion, the question at
issue being as to whether the principle of pre-apgpeent or fore-ordination is here

involved. A hasty and casual reading of the passamesuggest the inference that the
"ungodly men" referred to had been appointed oddored” in the providence of God to

sow the seeds of discord and dissension in thedbhér careful study of this scripture
shows that no such inference is warranted. Theddilygnen" "who were before of old
ordained to this condemnation" were men who haghdy, i.e., previously, been denounced,
proscribed and condemned for the very heresieshatogv they were endeavoring to
perpetuate in the Church, they having crept in w@arag; or in other words, they having
become members of the Church by false pretenseprafession, and being able because of
their membership, to spread their false teachingeraffectively. Dr. Adam Clarke, in his
Bible Commentary, thus treats the passage undeidznation:

"For there are certain men crept in unawares." They have got into the church under
specious pretenses, and when in, began to sowxheiseed.

"Before of old ordained: Such as were long ago proscribed and condemnribe imost
public manner; this is the import of the [originalprd in this place, and there are many
examples of this use of it in the Greek writers."

"To this condemnation: To a similar punishment to that about to be memib

"In the sacred writings all such persons, falserloes and impure practices have been most
openly proscribed and condemned, and the apostiediately produces several examples,
viz., the disobedient Israelites, the unfaithfugjals, and the impure inhabitants of Sodom
and Gomorrah. This is most obviously the apostiganing, and it is ridiculous as it is
absurd, to look into such words for a decree ofaleation, etc., such a doctrine being as far
from the apostle's mind as from that of Him in wdhosime he wrote." (Clarke, "Bible
Commentary," Jude, 4.)

In the Revised Version of the New Testament thegges is rendered thus: "l was
constrained to write unto you, exhorting you totemal earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered unto the saints. For thegecertain men crept in privily, even they
who were of old set forth unto this condemnatiamgadly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness, and denying our only Maatel Lord, Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER IV.

CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY. -- EXTERNAL CAUSES CONSIDERB.

1. We are now to consider some of the principabealcontributing to apostasy from the
Primitive Church and leading later to the aposta#she Church as an earthly institution;
and we are to study the manner in which those saumee operated.

2. In the scriptures before cited as proof of theyebeginning of the apostasy, many of the
contributing causes are indicated, such as theofifdse teachers, the spread of heretical
doctrines, and the growth of the power of Satageineral. These may be classed as internal
causes, originating within the Church itself. Imtrast with these there were other
conditions operating upon the Church from withaurg such may be classed as external
causes. For convenience in study we shall coniidesubject in the following order of
treatment: (1) External causes; (2) Internal causes

EXTERNAL CAUSES OF THE GREAT APOSTASY.

3. External conditions operating against the Chuiehding to restrict its development and
contributing to its decline may be designated l®ygbneral ternpersecution. It is a matter

of history, undisputed and indisputable, that frivea time of its inception to that of its actual
cessation. the Church established by Jesus Chasstive object of bitter persecution, and the
victim of violence. The question as to whether peusion is to be regarded as an element
tending to produce apostasy is worthy of presensicieration. Opposition is not always
destructive; on the contrary it may contribute towgh. Persecution may impel to greater
zeal, and thus prove itself a potent factor of adeanent. A proverb still in favor declares
that "the blood of the martyrs is the seed of therCh." But proverbs and adages, aphorisms
and parables, while true as generalities, are la@ys applicable to special conditions.

4. Undoubtedly the persistent persecution to whiehearly Church was subjected caused
many of its adherents to renounce the faith theygrafessed and to return to their former
allegiances, whether Judaistic or pagan. Churchlreeship was thus diminished; but such
instances of apostasy from the Church may be regaad individual desertions and of
comparatively little importance in its effect uptire Church as a body. The dangers that
affrighted some would arouse the determinationtbéis; the ranks deserted by disaffected
weaklings would be replenished by zealous convedsit be repeated that apostasy from
the Church is insignificant as compared with thesapsy of the Church as an institution.
Persecution as a cause of apostasy has operateztilydbut none the less effectively upon
the Church of Chrisl.
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5. We have considered briefly the testimony ofyeahlurch historians showing that schism,
contention, and perversion of doctrine invaded@hearch immediately after the passing of
the apostles; we have seen how wolves had awdigeddaparture of the shepherds that they
might the more effectively worry the flock. It castrbe denied that the early persecutions
were directed most particularly against the leadétbe people; the sharpest shafts were
aimed against the officers of the Church. In teeck battle between Christianity and its
allied foes -- Judaism and heathendom -- the stno@ig who stood for Christ were the first
to fall. And with their fall, the traitors withirhe Church, the ungodly and the rebellious,
those who had crept in unawares, and whose siatpose it was to pervert the gospel of
Christ, were relieved of restraint, and found thelvess free to propagate their heresies and
to undermine the foundations of the Church. Petsatuoperating from without, and
therefore essentially an external cause, servedttm motion the enginery of disruption
within the Church, and therefore must be treateainasffective element contributing to the
great apostasy.

6. A further purpose in introducing here a briefnsoary of the persecutions of which the
early Church was the victim, is that of affordingasis of ready comparison between such
and the persecutions waged by the apostate chisedhin later centuries. We shall find that
the sufferings of the Church in the days of itegrity, are surpassed by the cruel inflictions
perpetrated in the name of Christ. Moreover, aystfdhe early persecutions will enable us
to contrast the conditions of opposition and poveith those of ease and affluence as
affecting the integrity of the Church and the demobf its adherents.

7. The persecution to which the Primitive Churclswabjected was two-fold; viz. Judaistic
and pagan. It must be remembered that the Jewsdistieguished from all other nations of
antiquity by their belief in the existence of aitig God. The rest of the world before and at
the time of Christ was idolatrous and pagan, ps#dby believing in a host of deities, yet
with no recognition of a Supreme Being as a liyiegsonage. The Jews were bitter in their
opposition to Christianity, which they regardedaasval religion to their own; and

moreover, they recognized the fact that if Chrrstiaever came to be generally accepted as
the truth, their nation would stand convicted ofihg put to death the Messiah.

JUDAISTIC PERSECUTIOM.

8. Opposition to Christianity on the part of thedeo belonged to the House of Israel was
rather Judaistic than Jewish. The conflict was ketwsystems, not between peoples or
nations. Christ was a Jew: His apostles were Jawsthe disciples who constituted the
body of the Church at its establishment and througkhe early years of its existence were
largely Jews. Our Lord's instructions to the chasexive on their first missionary tour
restricted their ministry to the House of Isr3 and when the time was propitious for
extending the privileges of the gospel to the Gegtia miraculous manifestation was
necessary to convince the apostles that such eatewss prope4 The Church was at first
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exclusively and for a long time preeminently Jewismembership. Judaism, the religious
system founded on the law of Moses, was the greanhg of Christianity. When therefore

we read of the Jews opposing the Church, we uratetghat Judaistic Jews are meant --
defenders of Judaism as a system, upholders ¢dwhand enemies of the gospel. With this
explanation of the distinction between the Jewa psople and Judaism as a system, we may
employ the terms "Jews" and "Jewish" accordingoimmon usage, keeping in mind,
however, the true signification of the terms.

9. Judaistic opposition to the Church was predictéhdile Jesus ministered in the flesh He
specifically and repeatedly warned the apostléb®@persecution they would have to meet.
In answering certain inquiries Christ said to Patsi others: "But take heed to yourselves:
for they shall deliver you up to councils; andhe synagogues ye shall be beaten; and ye
shall be brought before rulers and kings for myesiak a testimony against theis.."

10. Shortly before His betrayal the Lord repeatetiwarning with solemn impressiveness,
citing the persecutions to which He had been stilgexd declaring that His disciples could
not escape: "If the world hate you, ye know th&iated me before it hated you. If ye were of
the world the world would love his own; but becayseare not of the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the worltetrayou. Remember the word that | said
unto you, The servant is not greater than his librithey have persecuted me they will also
persecute yous'

11. The extreme of depravity to which the bigotedspcutors would sink is set forth in
these further words of the Savior: "They shall yat out of the synagogues: yea, the time
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think theg doeth God service. And these things
will they do unto you because they have not kndwenRather, nor me7"

12. These predictions had speedy and literal fnditt. From the time of the crucifixion,
Jewish malignity and hatred were directed agaithstteo professed a belief in the divinity
of Jesus Christ. In the early stages of their nmypiseveral of the apostles were imprisos 2d
and the priestly leaders sought to take their |19 Stephen was stoned to death because of
his testimony10 and the persecution against the Church becameaje1l1 James, the son
of Zebedee, was slain by order of Her12 and Peter was saved from a similar fate only by
a miraculous interventioil4 The scriptural record informs us as to the wdtarfate of but
few of the apostles; and secular history is likewrscomplete. That Peter would be
numbered with the martyrs was made known by therrested Lord14 Paul sets forth the
fact that the apostles lived in the very shadowezth15 and that persecution was their
heritage16

13. Not only did the Jews wage relentless persecwgainst those of their number who
professed Christ, but they sought to stir up ogposon the part of the Romans, and to
accomplish this end charged that the Christian® wéatting treason against the Roman
government. Even during the personal ministry efearly apostles, persecution of the



saints had spread from Jerusalem, throughout Hedemtd into the adjacent provinces. In
this evil work the Jews sought to incite their opgople living in the outlying parts, and also
to arouse the opposition of the officers and rutérhhie Roman dominions. As evidence of
this phase of the persecution, partly Jewish amtlygaagan, instigated by Jews and
participated in by others, the following quotatioom Mosheim may suffice:

14. "The Jews who lived out of Palestine, in thendo provinces, did not yield to those of
Jerusalem in point of cruelty to the innocent gikes of Christ. We learn from the history of
the Acts of the Apostles, and other records of estjanable authority, that they spared no
labor, but zealously seized every occasion of atngdhe magistrates against the
Christians, and setting on the multitude to denthaed destruction. The high priest of the
nation and the Jews who dwelt in Palestine wertelingental in inciting the rage of these
foreign Jews against the infant Church, by sendiegsengers to exhort them, not only to
avoid all intercourse with the Christians, but alsersecute them in the most vehement
manner. For this inhuman order they endeavoreohtbdut the most plausible pretexts; and
therefore, they gave out, that the Christians vea@emies to the Roman emperor, since they
acknowledged the authority of a certain person whasne was Jesus, whom Pilate had
punished capitally as a malefactor by a most rigidesentence, and on whom, nevertheless,
they conferred the royal dignit'17

15. In the latter half of the first century, these of Judaistic persecution of the Church had
shifted from Jerusalem to the outlying provincex] the cause of this was the general
exodus of Christians from the city whose destruchiad been decree18 Our Lord's
predictions as to the fate of Jerusalem and Hisikvgs to the peopl19 had been very
generally heeded. Eusel20 informs us that the body of the Church had moveohf
Jerusalem into the provinces beyond the Jordantharsdlargely escaped the calamities of
the Jews who remained.

Notes.

1. PERSECUTION IN DIFFERENT DISPENSATIONS. It mag &rgued that, judging from
the history of the re-established Church in thes@né dispensation, persecution may tend to
strengthen rather than to weaken the Church, aatdhkrefore violent opposition in earlier
times cannot be considered a true cause leadifigaticdisruption. In reply it may be said
that the present is the dispensation of the fulnésismes, -- a period in which the Church
shall triumph, and during which the powers of ev# limited and restrained in their
opposition; whereas the period of the apostasyomasof temporary victory for Satan. Our
belief in the eventual triumph of good over evilshaot blind us to the fact that evil is
frequently allowed a short-lived success, and angegvictory. The permanency of the
Latter-day Church has been not less surely pratliti@n was the temporary duration of the
Primitive Church. Satan was given power to overctimeesaints in former days, and the
persecutions he waged against them and the offaéeélee Church contributed to his passing
success. It has been decreed that he shall notpoawer to destroy the Church in the last
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dispensation, and his persecution of the sainsytedll be futile as a means of bringing
about a general apostasy in these latter times.

2. PERSECUTION AS A POSSIBLE CAUSE OF APOSTASY.t'ltenot be a matter of
surprise that | class those persecutions as anmengiéans through which the church was
destroyed. The force of heathen rage was aimddedeaders and strong men of the body
religious; and being long-continued and relentlessliel, those most steadfast in their
adherence to the Church invariably became itsnagtiThese being stricken down, it left
none but weaklings to contend for the faith, andenaossible those subsequent innovations
in the religion of Jesus which a pagan public seatit demanded, and which so completely
changed both the spirit and form of the Christigligion as to subvert it utterly. Let me
further ask that no one be surprised that violesgermitted to operate in such a case. The
idea that the right is always victorious in thisngothat truth is always triumphant and
innocence always divinely protected, are old, faaldes with which well-meaning men

have amused credulous multitudes; but the steta tddistory and actual experience in life
correct the pleasing delusion. Do not misunderstaadl believe in the ultimate victory of
the right, the ultimate triumph of truth, the finalmunity of innocence from violence. These
-- innocence, truth and the right -- will be at tast more than conquerors; they will be
successful in the war, but that does not prevearhtirom losing some battles. It should be
remembered always that God has given to man hiscgggand that fact implies that one man
Is as free to act wickedly as another is to dotaghsness. Cain was as free to murder his
brother as that brother was to worship God; anthepagans and Jews were as free to
persecute and murder the Christians as the Chmssti@re to live virtuously and worship
Christ as God. The agency of man would not be wivtmame if it did not grant liberty to
the wicked to fill the cup of their iniquity, as Was liberty to the virtuous to round out the
measure of their righteousness. Such perfect jilmeragency God has given man; and it is
only so variously modified as not to thwart his gex purposes.” (B. H. Roberts, "A New
Witness for God," pp. 47, 48.)

3. EARLY PERSECUTIONS BY THE JEWS. "The innocence a&irtue that distinguished
so eminently the lives of Christ's servants, ardapostles' purity of the doctrine they
taught, were not sufficient to defend them agaimstvirulence and malignity of the Jews.
The priests and rulers of that abandoned peoplemgtioaded with injuries and reproach
the apostles of Jesus and their disciples, buteroneéd as many of them as they could to
death, and executed in the most irregular and bamsananner their decrees. The murder of
Stephen, of James the son of Zebedee, and of Jamesmed the Just, bishop of Jerusalem,
furnished dreadful examples of the truth of whatheee advance. This odious malignity of
the Jewish doctors against the heralds of the ¢josps undoubtedly owing to a secret
apprehension that the progress of Christianity wal@stroy the credit of Judaism, and bring
on the ruin of their pompous ceremonies." In arote to the foregoing, references appear
as follows: "The martyrdom of Stephen is recordethe Acts of the Apostles 7: 55; and
that of James the son of Zebedee, Acts 12: 1,2tlaat of James the Just, bishop of
Jerusalem, is mentioned by Josephus in his Jewnslguities, book XX, chap. 8; and by



Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History, book llaph23." (Mosheim, "Ecclesiastical
History," Cent. |, Part I, 5: 1.)

4. DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY THE ROMANS. "A reltieus disturbance

among the Jews gave a semblance of excuse faildgerhastisement to be visited upon
them by their Roman masters, which culminated endéstruction of Jerusalem (A. D. 71).
The city fell after a six months' siege before Rmman arms led by Titus, son of the
Emperor Vespasian. Josephus, the famous histéoiavhom we owe most of our
knowledge as to the details of the struggle, wassklf a resident of Galilee and was carried
to Rome among the captives. From his record we &t nearly a million Jews lost their
lives through the famine incident to the siege; ynawore were sold into slavery, and
uncounted numbers were forced into exile. Thewdyg utterly destroyed, and the site upon
which the temple had stood was plowed up by the &mnm their search for treasure. Thus
literally were the words of Christ fulfilled, "'Theshall not be left here one stone upon
another that shall not be thrown down.' (Matt. P42; see also Luke 19: 44.)" (The Author,
"The Articles of Faith," Lecture 17: 18.)

CHAPTER V.

CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY. -- EXTERNAL CAUSES, CONTIRD.

1. As already pointed out, it is convenient to gttlte causes leading to the great apostasy as
belonging to two classes, external and interna{lpcauses due to conditions operating
against the Church from without; and (2) causesragifrom dissension and heresy within

the Church itself. We have summarized externalesausder the general term persecution;
and we have drawn a distinction between Judaisticpgagan persecution waged against the
Church. Having dealt with the opposition suffergdiiee early Christians at the hands of the
Jews or through Jewish instigation, we have nowotwsider the persecution brought upon
the believers in Christ by pagan nations.

PAGAN PERSECUTION.

2. The term "pagan" as here used may be takesyasoamym of "heathen,"” and is to be
understood as referring to persons or peoples whaoat believe in the existence of the
living God, and whose worship was essentially ittolas. The motives impelling
non-believing Jews to oppose the establishmensprehd of Christianity may readily be
understood, in view of the fact that the religianght by Christ appeared as a rival to
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Judaism, and that the growth and spread of ther@mant the decline if not the extinction of
the other. The immediate motive leading to bittedt avidespread persecution of the
Christians by heathen peoples is not so easy tepe; since there was no uniform system
of idolatrous worship in any single nation, butastvdiversity of deities and cults of idolatry,
to no one of which was Christianity opposed mosmntto all. Yet we find the worshipers of
idols forgetting their own differences and unitingopposition to the gospel of peace, -- in
persecution waged with incredible ferocity and satéable cruelt'l.

3. Unfortunately, historians differ widely in thegcords of persecution of Christians,
according to the point of view from which each eritvrote. Thus, in a general way,
Christian authors have given extreme accountseostiiferings to which the Church and its
adherents individually were subjected; while norri§tfan historians have sought to lessen
and minimize the extent and severity of the craslpracticed against the Christians. There
are facts, however, which neither party denies,tardhich both give place in their separate
records. To make a fair interpretation of theseésfadrawing just and true inferences
therefrom, should be our purpose.

4. Among pagan persecutors of the Church, the Rangoire is the principal aggressor.
This may appear strange in view of the generataolee exercised by Rome toward her
tributary peoples; indeed, the real cause of Roopgosition to Christianity has given rise
to many conjectures. It is probable that intolezedl on the part of the Christians
themselves had much to do with their unpopulanitypag heathen nations. This subject is
conservatively summed up by Mosheim as follows:

5. "A very natural curiosity calls us to inquir@vinit happened that the Romans, who were
troublesome to no nation on account of their relgiand who suffered even the Jews to live
under their own laws, and follow their own methaodisvorship, treated the Christians alone
with such severity. This important question seetifisnsore difficult to be solved, when we
consider, that the excellent nature of the Chmsteligion, and its admirable tendency to
promote both the public welfare of the state, dredgrivate felicity of the individual,

entitled it, in a singular manner, to the favor @ndtection of the reigning powers. One of
the principal reasons of the severity with whica Romans persecuted the Christians,
notwithstanding these considerations, seems to be®e the abhorrence and contempt with
which the latter regarded the religion of the empivrhich was so intimately connected with
the form, and indeed, with the very essence gioat#ical constitution. For, though the
Romans gave an unlimited toleration to all religiavhich had nothing in their tenets
dangerous to the commonwealth, yet they would eah that of their ancestors, which
was established by the laws of the state, to beetlinto derision, nor the people to be
drawn away from their attachment to it. These, haxewere the two things which the
Christians were charged with, and that justly, tftoto their honor. They dared to ridicule
the absurdities of the pagan superstition, and Weg ardent and assiduous in gaining
proselytes to the truth. Nor did they only attao& teligion of Rome, but also all the
different shapes and forms under which superstaigmeared in the various countries where
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they exercised their ministry. From this the Romemscluded, that the Christian sect was
not only insupportably daring and arrogant, butreo@er, an enemy to the public
tranquility, and every way proper to excite civiii® and commotions in the empire. It is,
probably on this account that Tacitus reproachesitiith the odious character of haters of
mankind, and styles the religion of Jesus as detstrisuperstition; and that Suetonious
speaks of the Christians, and their doctrine im$eof the same kind.

6. "Another circumstance that irritated the Romagainst the Christians, was the simplicity
of their worship, which resembled in nothing thersd rites of any other people. The
Christians had neither sacrifices, nor temples,mages, nor oracles, nor sacerdotal orders;
and this was sufficient to bring upon them the oephes of an ignorant multitude, who
imagined that there could be no religion withowdsé. 2

7. Persecution of the Church by Roman authority begaid to have begun in the reign of
Nero (A. D. 64) and to have continued to the clofsBiocletian's reign (A. D. 305). Within
this range of time there were many periods of dished severity, if not of comparative
tranquility; nevertheless, the Church was the dlpétieathen oppression for about two and
a half centuries. Attempts have been made by @mistriters to segregate the persecutions
into ten distinct and separate onslaughts; and goofess to find a mystic relation between
the ten persecutions thus classified, and the lsgups of Egypt, as also an analogy with the
ten horns mentioned by John the Revel3 As a matter of fact attested by history, the
number of persecutions of unusual severity wastless ten; while the total of all, including
local and restricted assaults, would be much gresite

8. Persecution under Nero. The first extended and notable persecution of<tians under

the official edict of a Roman emperor was thatigeted by Nero, A. D. 64. As students of
history know, this monarch is remembered mostiyhisrcrimes. During the latter part of his
infamous reign, a large section of the city of Romaes destroyed by fire. He was suspected
by some of being responsible for the disaster; tating the resentment of the infuriated
people, he sought to implicate the unpopular andmmaligned Christians as the
incendiaries, and by torture tried to force a cesi@n from them. As to what followed the
foul accusation, let us consider the words of a@bnistian writer, Tacitus, whose integrity
as a historian is held in esteem.

9. "With this view, he [Nero] inflicted the mostaeuxsite tortures on those men who, under
the vulgar appellation of Christians, were alreathnded with deserved infamy. They
derived their name and origin from Christ, whothe reign of Tiberius had suffered death
by the sentence of the procurator Pontius PiladeaFfwhile this dire superstition was
checked; but it again burst forth; and not onlyespritself over Judea, the first seat of this
mischievous sect, but was even introduced into Rtineecommon asylum which receives
and protects whatever is impure, whatever is atuei The confessions of those that were
seized discovered a great multitude of their acdme, and they were all convicted, not so
much for the crime of setting fire to the city,fastheir hatred of human kind. They died in



torments, and their torments were embittered bylia®nd derision. Some were nailed on
crosses; others sewn up in the skins of wild besrsisexposed to the fury of dogs; others,
again, smeared over with combustible materialsewesed as torches to illuminate the
darkness of the night. The gardens of Nero wergraisfor the melancholy spectacle,
which was accompanied with a horse-race, and hdnaeith the presence of the emperor,
who mingled with the populace in the dress anduaktl of a charioteer. The guilt of the
Christians deserved indeed the most exemplary pomasts, but the public abhorrence was
changed into commiseration, from the opinion thaste unhappy wretches were sacrificed,
not so much to the public welfare as to the cruelts jealous tyrant.5

10. There is some disagreement among historiats\alsether the Neronian persecution is
to be regarded as a local infliction, practicalynfined to the city of Rome, or as general
throughout the provinces The consensus of opinion, favors the belief thatgrovinces
followed the example of the metropolis, and thatplersecution was common throughout
the Church.

11. This, the first persecution by Roman edictcpeally ended with the death of the tyrant
Nero A. D. 68. According to tradition handed dowonh the early Christian writers, the
Apostles Paul and Peter suffered martyrdom at Ramaeformer by beheading, the latter by
crucifixion, during this persecution; and it isther stated that Peter's wife was put to death
shortly before her husband; but the tradition ishae confirmed nor disproved by authentic
record.

12. Persecution under Domitian. The second officially appointed persecution urfdleman
authority began 93 or 94 A. D. in the reign of Dboam. Both Christians and Jews came
under this prince's displeasure, because theyaefiossreverence the statues he had erected
as objects of adoration. A further cause for hicggd animosity against the Christians, as
affirmed by early writers, is as follows. The engrewas persuaded that he was in danger of
losing his throne, in view of a reputed predictibat from the family to which Jesus
belonged there would arise one who would weakeotifoverthrow the power of Rome.

With this as his ostensible excuse, this wickedmulaged terrible destruction on an
innocent people. Happily, the persecution thudestlavas of but few years duration.
Mosheim and others aver that the end of the petisecwas caused by the emperor's
untimely death; though Eusebius, who wrote in theth century, quotes an earlier writer as
declaring that Domitian had the living descendarftfie Savior's family brought before

him, and that after questioning them he becameinoad that he was in no danger from
them; and thereupon dismissed them with contengboatlered the persecution to cease. It
is believed that while the edict of Domitian wadonce the Apostle John suffered
banishment to the isle of Patmos.

13. Persecution under Trajan. What is known in ecclesiastical history as thedhi
persecution of the Christian Church took placéhmreign of Trajan, who occupied the
imperial throne from 98 to 117 A. D. He was andeigarded as one of the best of the Roman



emperors, yet he sanctioned violent persecutigheoChristians owing to their "inflexible
obstinacy" in refusing to sacrifice to Roman gddistory has preserved to us a very
important letter asking instructions from the enagpeby the younger Pliny, who was
governor of Pontus, and the emperor's reply thefidis correspondence is instructive as
showing the extent to which Christianity had spratathat time, and the way in which
believers were treated by the officers of the state

14. Pliny inquired of the emperor as to the potmype pursued in dealing with the

Christians within his jurisdiction. Were young amld, tender and robust, to be treated alike,
or should punishment be graded? Should opportineitgiven the accused to recant, or was
the fact that they had once professed Christidanitye considered an unpardonable offense?
Were those convicted as Christians to be punistethéir religion alone, or only for

specific offenses resulting from their membershiphie Christian Church? After
propounding such queries the governor proceedespiart to the emperor what he had done
in the absence of definite instructions. In relg eEmperor directed that the Christians were
not to be hunted nor sought after vindictively, haccused and brought before the
judgment seat, and if then they refused to renotimeie faith, they were to be put to de7th.

15. Persecution under Marcus Aurelius. Marcus Aurelius reigned from 161 to 180 A. D. He
was noted as one who sought the greatest good pkloiple; yet under his government the
Christians suffered added cruelties. Persecutiimast severe in Gaul (now France.)
Among those who met the martyr's fate at that twexre Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, and
Justin Martyr, known in history as the philosophith reference to the seeming anomaly
that even the best of rulers permitted and evesqmuated vigorous opposition to Christian
devotees, as exemplified by the acts of this emiparmodern writer has said: "It should be
noted that the persecution of the Christians utiteepagan emperors sprung from political
rather than religious motives, and that is why wd the names of the best emperors, as well
as those of the worst, in the list of persecutibnsas believed that the welfare of the state
was bound up with the careful performance of thesrof the national worship; and hence,
while the Roman rulers were usually very toleraligwing all forms of worship among

their subjects, still they required that men ofrgvaith should at least recognize the Roman
gods, and burn incense before their statues. Tki€hristians steadily refused to do. Their
neglect of the service of the temple, it was b&t\angered the gods, and endangered the
safety of the state, bringing upon it drought, peste, and every disaster. This was the
main reason of their persecution by the pagan emngpés

16. Later persecutions. With occasional periods of partial cessation,@heistian believers
continued to suffer at the hands of heathen opgdsrikroughout the second and third
centuries. A violent persecution marked the reiffBeverus (193-211 A. D.) in the first
decade of the third century; another charactetizedeign of Maximin (235-238 A. D.) A
period of unusual severity in persecution and surf@ebefell the Christians during the short
reign of Decius known also as Decius Trajan (249-85D.) The persecution under Decius
Is designated in ecclesiastical history as thergéveersecution of the Christian Church.



Others followed in rapid succession. Some of tipeseds of specific oppression we pass
over and come to the consideration of the

17.Diocletian persecution, which is spoken of as the tenth, and happily &is¢ IDiocletian
reigned from 284 to 305 A. D. At first he was véolerant toward Christian belief and
practice; indeed it is of record that his wife aladighter were Christians, though "in some
sense, secretly." Later, however, he turned agtiesChurch and undertook to bring about a
total suppression of the Christian religion. Testind he ordered a general destruction of
Christian books, and decreed the penalty of degaimat all who kept such works in their
possession.

18. Fire broke out twice in the royal palace atddedia, and on each occasion the
incendiary act was charged against the Christiatisterrible results. Four separate edicts,
each surpassing in vehemence the earlier decrees,issued against the believers; and for a
period of ten years they were the victims of uneesed rapine, spoliation, and torture. At
the end of the decade of terror the Church wassca#tered and seemingly in a hopeless
condition. Sacred records had been burnt; placeschip had been razed to the ground;
thousands of Christians had been put to deathewer possible effort had been made to
destroy the Church and abolish Christianity from ¢arth. Descriptions of the horrible
extremes to which brutality was carried are sickgro the soul. A single example must
suffice. Eusebius, referring to the persecutionSggpt, says: "And such too was the
severity of the struggle which was endured by tggpEans, who wrestled gloriously for the
faith at Tyre. Thousands, both men, and women ardren, despising the present life for
the sake of our Savior's doctrine, submitted tdldeavarious shapes. Some, after being
tortured with scrappings and the rack, and the mieessidful scourgings, and other
innumerable agonies which one might shudder to, wezne finally committed to the flames;
and some plunged and drowned in the sea, otheustaoily offering their own heads to
their executioners, others dying in the midst @iithorments, some wasted away by famine,
and others again fixed to the cross. Some, indeerk executed as malefactors usually
were; others, more cruelly, were nailed with thachdownwards, and kept alive until they
were destroyed by starving on the cross itsolf."

19. A modern writer, whose tendency ever was tamae the extent of Christian
persecution, is Edward Gibbon. His account of ied@tions prevailing during this period

of Diocletian outrage is as follows: "The magistsatvere commanded to employ every
method of severity which might reclaim them fromeittodious superstition, and oblige them
to return to the established worship of the godiss Tigorous order was extended, by a
subsequent edict, to the whole body of Christiarig were exposed to a violent and
general persecution. Instead of those salutaryaiest which had required the direct and
solemn testimony of an accuser, it became the akityell as the interest of the imperial
officers to discover, to pursue, and to tormentrtizsst obnoxious among the faithful. Heavy
penalties were denounced against all who shoulsupne to save a proscribed sectary from
the just indignation of the gods and of the empet10



20. So general was the Diocletian persecutionsandestructive its effect, that at its
cessation the Christian Church was thought to bevé&r extinct. Monuments were raised to
commemorate the emperor's zeal as a persecutahlndivo pillars erected in Spain. On
one of them is an inscription extolling the migBiypcletian”For having extinguished the
name of Christians who brought the Republic to ruin." A second pillar commemorates the
reign of Diocletian, and honors the impere*for having everywhere abolished the
superstition of Christ; for having extended the wor ship of the gods." A medal struck in

honor of Diocletian bears the inscripti" The name of Christian being extinguished."11 To
the fallacy of these assumptions subsequent etestify.

21. The Diocletian oppression was the last of tleappersecutions brought by pagan Rome
against Christianity as a whole. A stupendous chaagounting to a revolution, now
appears in the affairs of the Church. Constankneyn in history as Constantine the Great,
became emperor of Rome A. D. 306, and reigned adsy&arly in his reign he espoused the
hitherto unpopular cause of the Christians, ané the Church under official protection. A
legend gained currency that the emperor's convergas due to a supernatural
manifestation, whereby he saw a luminous crossappdhe heavens with the inscription,
"By this sign, conquer." The genuineness of thisgad manifestation is doubtful, and the
evidence of history is against it. The incidentése mentioned to show the means devised
to make Christianity popular at the time.

22. Itis held by many judicious historians than@@ntine's so-called conversion was rather
a matter of policy than a sincere acceptance ofrthik of Christianity. The emperor himself
remained catechumen, that is, an unbaptized believer, until shortljobbe his death, when

he became a member by baptism. But, whatever hiv@sanay have been, he made
Christianity the religion of state, issuing an oiffl decree to this effect in 313. "He made the
cross the royal standard; and the Roman legionsfaothe first time marched beneath the
emblem of Christianity” (Myers).

23. Immediately following the change there was geeapetition for church preferment.
The office of a bishop came to be more highly estskthan the rank of a general. The
emperor himself was the real head of the Churdiedame unpopular and decidedly
disadvantageous in a material sense to be knovamas-Christian. Pagan temples were
transformed into churches, and heathen idols wengotished. We read that twelve
thousand men and a proportionate number of womeérchitdren were baptized into the
Church at Rome alone within a single year. Constanmemoved the capital of the empire
from Rome to Byzantium, which city he re-named raffienself, Constantinople. This, the
present capital of Turkey, became headquarteiseostate Church.

24. How empty and vain appears the Diocletian btedtChristianity was forever
extinguished! Yet how different was the Church urttie patronage of Constantine from the
Church as established by Christ and as built ubibyapostles! The Church had already
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become apostate as judged by the standard ofigismalrconstitution.
Notes.

1. CAUSE OF PAGAN OPPOSITION TO CHRISTIANITY. "Thehole body of Christians
unanimously refused to hold any communion withgbhds of Rome, of the empire, and of
mankind. It was in vain that the oppressed beli@gserted the inalienable rights of
conscience and private judgment. Though his stinanight excite the pity, his arguments
could never reach the understanding, either opthi®sophic or of the believing part of the
pagan world. To their apprehensions, it was nodesstter of surprise that any individuals
should entertain scruples against complying withehktablished mode of worship, than if
they had conceived a sudden abhorrence to the mgrihe dress, or the language of their
native country. The surprise of the pagans was saooceeded by resentment; and the most
pious of men were exposed to the unjust but damgdrputation of impiety. Malice and
prejudice concurred in representing the Christesa society of atheists, who, by the most
daring attack on the religious constitution of &mepire, had merited the severest
animadversion of the civil magistrate. They hadesafed themselves (they gloried in the
confession) from every mode of superstition whia@sweceived in any part of the globe by
the various temper of polytheism; but it was ntogéther so evident what deity or what
form of worship they had substituted to the gods @mples of antiquity. The pure and
sublime idea which they entertained of the SuprBeiag escaped the gross conception of
the pagan multitude, who were at a loss to discawsiritual and solitary God, that was
neither represented under any corporeal figurasiiole symbol, nor was adored with the
accustomed pomp of libations and festivals, ofraltéand sacrifices.” (Gibbon, "Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire," chap. XVI.)

2. As TO THE NUMBER OF PERSECUTIONS BY THE ROMANShe Romans are said
to have pursued the Christians with the utmosteviog in ten persecutions, but this number
is not verified by the ancient history of the churEor if, by these persecutions, such only
are meant as were singularly severe and univérsalghout the empire, then it is certain
that these amount not to the number above mentidkhad] if we take the provincial and
less remarkable persecutions into the account,fdregxceed it. In the fifth century, certain
Christians [were] led by some passages of the $wiptures and by one especially in the
Revelations (Rev. 17: 14), to imagine that the chwvas to suffer ten calamities of a most
grievous nature. To this notion, therefore, thegeavored, though not all in the same way,
to accommodate the language of history, even agtuiaegestimony of those ancient records,
from whence alone history can speak with authdr{tosheim, "Ecclesiastical History,"
Cent. |, Partl: ch. 5: 4.)

Speaking on the same subject, Gibbon says: 'As akeany occasional severities were
exercised in the different parts of the empire,ghmitive Christians lamented and perhaps
maghnified their own sufferings; but the celebratedhber of ten persecutions has been
determined by the ecclesiastical writers of thénfdentury, who possessed a more distinct



view of the prosperous or adverse fortunes of theah from the age of Nero to that of
Diocletian. The ingenious parallels of the ten pkegof Egypt and of the ten horns of the
Apocalypse first suggested this calculation torth@nds; and in their application of the
faith of prophecy to the truth of history they weageful to select those reigns which were
indeed the most hostile to the Christian causelli{@, "Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” ch. XVI.)

3. EXTENT OF THE NERONIAN PERSECUTION. "Learned neme not entirely agreed
concerning the extent of this persecution undeoN8ome confine it to the city of Rome,
while others represent it as having raged througtimwhole empire. The latter opinion,
which is also the most ancient, is undoubtedlya@teferred; as it is certain that the laws
enacted against the Christians were enacted aghasthole body, and not against
particular churches, and were consequently in forcke remotest provinces." (Mosheim,
"Ecclesiastical History," Cent. I, Part |, 5: 14.)

4. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PLINY AND TRAJAN. The ingy of the younger
Pliny, governor of Pontus, addressed to Trajan,ezormf Rome, and the imperial reply
thereto, are of such interest as to be worthy pfaguction in full. The version here given is
that of Milner as appears in his "History of theu@th of Christ," edition of 1810, Cent. Il,
ch. 1.

"Pliny to Trajan, Emperor:

"Health. -- It is my usual custom, Sir, to refdrtaings, of which | harbor any doubts, to
you. For who can better direct my judgment in gsikation, or instruct my understanding in
its ignorance? | never had the fortune to be ptestesiny examination of Christians, before |
came into this province. | am therefore at a losdetermine what is the usual object either
of inquiry or of punishment, and to what lengtheitof them is to be carried. It has also
been with me a question very problematical, -- Waeany distinction should be made
between the young and the old, the tender andothest; -- whether any room should be
given for repentance, or the guilt of Christiarotyce incurred is not to be expiated by the
most unequivocal retractation; -- whether the nés®df, abstracted from any flagitiousness
of conduct, or the crimes connected with the ndraghe object of punishment. In the
meantime, this has been my method, with respettage who were brought before me as
Christians. | asked them whether they were Chnstid they pleaded guilty, | interrogated
them twice afresh with a menace of capital punisitima case of obstinate perseverance |
ordered them to be executed. For of this | hadowbt whatever was the nature of their
religion, that a sudden and obstinate inflexibitilled for the vengeance of the magistrate.
Some were infected with the same madness, whomcawunt of their privilege of
citizenship, | reserved to be sent to Rome, toeberred to your tribunal. In the course of
this business, informations pouring in, as is usdan they are encouraged, more cases
occurred. An anonymous libel was exhibited, wittagalogue of names of persons, who yet
declared that they were not Christians then, ner Bad been; and they repeated after me an
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invocation of the gods and of your image, whici,tfos purpose, | had ordered to be
brought with the images of the deities. They perfed sacred rites with wine and
frankincense, and execrated Christ, -- none of wthings | am told a real Christian can
ever be compelled to do. On this account | disndisgeem. Others named by an informer,
first affirmed, and then denied the charge of Glansty; declaring that they had been
Christians, but had ceased to be so some thres ggar others even longer, some even
twenty years ago. All of them worshiped your imagyed the statues of the gods, and also
execrated Christ. And this was the account whiely thave of the nature of the religion they
had once professed, whether it deserves the naorens or error, -- namely -- that they
were accustomed on a stated day to meet beforeggbdgydnd to repeat among themselves a
hymn to Christ as to a god, and to bind themsdbyesn oath, with an obligation of not
committing any wickedness; -- but on the contrafygbstaining from thefts, robberies, and
adulteries; -- also of not violating their prom@edenying a pledge; -- after which it was
their custom to separate, and to meet again atraipcuous harmless meal, from which last
practice they however desisted, after the pubbcadf my edict, in which, agreeably to your
orders, | forbade any societies of that sort. Orclwvlaccount | judged it the more necessary
to inquire, by torture, from two females, who weead to be deaconesses, what is the real
truth. But nothing could I collect except a depichamd excessive superstition. Deferring,
therefore any farther investigation, | determine@dansult you. For the number of culprits is
SO great as to call for serious consultation. Ma@nsons are informed against of every age
and of both sexes; and more still will be in theneasituation. The contagion of the
superstition hath spread not only through cities,dven villages and the country. Not that |
think it impossible to check and correct it. Thesess of my endeavors hitherto forbids
such desponding thoughts; for the temples, oncesdldesolate, begin to be frequented, and
the sacred solemnities, which had long been integthiare now attended afresh; and the
sacrificial victims are now sold everywhere, whatice could scarcely find a purchaser.
Whence | conclude that many might be reclaimed wezdhope of impunity, on repentance,
absolutely confirmed."

The emperor's reply follows:
"Trajan to Pliny:

"You have done perfectly right, my dear Pliny, i@ inquiry which you have made
concerning Christians. For truly no one genera nan be laid down, which will apply itself
to all cases. These people must not be sought Hftbey are brought before you and
convicted, let them be capitally punished, yet witis restriction, that if any one renounce
Christianity, and evidence his sincerity by supgtiicg our gods, however suspected he may
be for the past, he shall obtain pardon for therijton his repentance. But anonymous
libels in no case ought to be attended to; fopileeedent would be of the worst sort, and
perfectly incongruous to the maxims of my governtien



CHAPTER VI.

CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY. -- INTERNAL CAUSES.

1. The cruel persecution to which the adherenthofstianity and the Church as an
organized body were subjected during the firstdloenturies of our era have been treated as
external causes, contributing at least indireailyhie general apostasy. Details of Judaistic
and heathen opposition have been given with saffidiulness to show that the unpopular
Church had a troubled existence, and that sucts oiembers as remained faithful to the
tenets and principles of the gospel were martyspint if not in fact.

2. As would naturally be expected, the immediateatfof persistent persecution on those
who professed a belief in the divinity of the Laesus was diverse and varied; indeed it
ranged from unrestrained enthusiasm expresseénaiérd clamoring for martyrdom, to
ready and abject apostasy with ostentatious disglagvotion in idolatrous service.

3. Many of the Christian devotees developed aam@unting to mania, and, disregarding
all prudence and discretion, gloried in the prospéevinning the martyr's crown. Some
who had been left unassailed felt themselves ageplieand became their own accusers;
while others openly committed acts of aggressiah witent to bring resentment upon
themselve:l These extravagances were doubtless encouragée lextessive veneration
accorded the memories and the bodily remains a&etlieho had fallen as victims in the
cause. The reverential respect so rendered deklafer into the impious practice of martyr
worship.

4. Commenting on the imprudent enthusiasm of thky €hristians, Gibbon says: "The
Christians sometimes supplied by their voluntargla®tion the want of an accuser, rudely
disturbed the public service of paganism, and,ingsim crowds round the tribunal of the
magistrates, called upon them to pronounce anaffliotithe sentence of the law. The
behavior of the Christians was too remarkable taps the notice of the ancient
philosophers; but they seem to have received it mitich less admiration than
astonishment. Incapable of conceiving the motiveEwsometimes transported the
fortitude of believers beyond the bounds of pru@eaicd reason, they treated such an
eagerness to die as the strange result of obstleaair, of stupid insensibility or of
superstitious frenzy.2

5. But there is another side to the picture. Wimilprudent zealots invited dangers from
which they might have remained exempt, othersigiifed at the possibility of being
included among the victims, voluntarily deserteel @hurch and returned to heathen
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allegiances. Milner, speaking of conditions exigtin the third century, and incorporating
the words of Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, who liaethe time of the incident described,
says: "Vast numbers lapsed into idolatry immedyatél’en before men were accused as
Christians, many ran to the forum and sacrificethtogods as they were ordered; and the
crowds of apostates were so great, that the matgstwished to delay numbers of them till
the next day, but they were importuned by the viredcsuppliants to be allowed to prove
themselves heathens that very ni¢ait."

6. In connection with this individual apostasy dfu€ch members under the pressure of
persecution, there arose among the provincial gmrera practice of selling certificates or
"libels" as these documents were called, whicles#td that the persons therein mentioned
had complied with the laws and sacrificed to then&o deities. By producing these false
declarations, the opulent and timid Christians wearabled to silence the malice of an
informer, and to reconcile, in some measure, thegfiety with their religion.4 A

modification of this practice of quasi-apostasysisted in procuring testimonials from
persons of standing. certifying that the holders &lajured the gospel; these documents were
presented to the heathen magistrates, and thegceipt of a specified fee, granted
exemption from the requirement of sacrificing te fjagan gods As a result of these
practices, whereby under favorable circumstanaesvdalthy could purchase immunity
from persecution, and at the same time maintasn@bfance of standing in the Church,
much dissension arose, the question being as ttheth#hose who had thus shown their
weakness could ever be received again into communith the Church.

7. Persecution at most was but an indirect cauieeadiecline of Christianity and the
perversion of the saving principles of the gosgellorist. The greater and more immediate
dangers threatening the Church must be soughtwiltie body itself. Indeed, the pressure of
opposition from without served to restrain the Hutghsprings of internal dissension, and
actually delayed the more destructive eruptionscbism and heres A general review of
the history of the Church down to the end of thedthentury shows that the periods of
comparative peace were periods of weakness anohdealspiritual earnestness, and that
with the return of persecution came an awakenimjaarenewal in Christian devotion.
Devout leaders of the people were not backwaraatading that each recurring period of
persecution was a time of natural and necessastisbkanent for the sin and corruption that
had gained headway within the Chu7:h.

8. As to the condition of the Church in the middfehe third century, Cyprian, the bishop of
Carthage, thus speaks: "If the cause of our mséenvestigated, the cure of the wound
may be found. The Lord would have his family tothed. And because long peace had
corrupted the discipline divinely revealed to g heavenly chastisement hath raised up our
faith, which had lain almost dormant: and whenphby sins, we had deserved to suffer still
more, the merciful Lord so moderated all thingst tihe whole scene rather deserves the
name of a trial than a persecution. Each had beethdn improving his patrimony; and had
forgotten what believers had done under the apsdled what they ought always to do: --
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they were brooding over the arts of amassing wealtihe pastors and the deacons each
forgot their duty: Works of mercy were neglecteal aiscipline was at the lowest ebb. --
Luxury and effeminacy prevailed: Meretricious anslress were cultivated: Frauds and
deceit were practiced among brethren. -- Christmdd unite themselves in matrimony
with unbelievers; could swear not only without nerece, but even without veracity. With
haughty asperity they despised their ecclesiastigaériors: They railed against one another
with outrageous acrimony, and conducted quarreis determined malice: -- Even many
bishops, who ought to be guides and patterns toeteneglecting the peculiar duties of
their stations, gave themselves up to secular garsuThey deserted their places of
residence and their flocks: They traveled throughadt provinces in quest of pleasure and
gain; gave no assistance to the needy brethrenyéngt insatiable in their thirst of money: --
They possessed estates by fraud and multiplied/ugthiat have we not deserved to suffer
for such a conduct? Even the divine word hath tdetis what we might expect. -- 'if his
children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgrisen will visit their offenses with the
rod, and their sin with scourges.' These thingsbesh denounced and foretold, but in vain.
Our sins had brought our affairs to that pass, ltkatuse we had despised the Lord's
directions, we were obliged to undergo a correctibaur multiplied evils and a trial of our
faith by severe remediess"

9. Milner, who quotes approvingly the severe amaignt of the Church in the third century
as given above, cannot be charged with bias ag@msstian institutions, inasmuch as his
declared purpose in presenting to the world antewhdil "History of the Church of Christ"
was to give due attention to certain phases oftigect slighted or neglected by earlier
authors, and notably to emphasize the piety, rotickedness, of the professed followers
of Christ. This author, avowedly friendly to theuw@bh and her votaries, admits the growing
depravity of the Christian sect, and declarestihatird the end of the third century the
effect of the Pentecostal outpouring of the HolyriSpad become exhausted, and that there
remained little proof of any close relationshipvbe¢n Christ and the Church.

10. Note his summary of conditions: "The era obittual declension must be dated in the
pacific part of Diocletian's reign. During this whaentury the work of God, in purity and
power, had been tending to decay. The connectitmptiilosophers was one of the
principal causes. Outward peace and secular adyesitaompleted the corruption.
Ecclesiastical discipline, which had been too strias now relaxed exceedingly; bishops
and people were in a state of malice. Endless gisanere fomented among contending
parties, and ambition and covetousness had in gegained the ascendency in the Christian
Church. * * * The faith of Christ itself appearedw an ordinary business; and here
terminated, or nearly so, as far as appears, that first grffasion of the Spirit of God, which
began at the day of Pentecost. Human depravitgteffehroughout a general decay of
godliness; and one generation of men elapsed eith slender proofs of the spiritual
presence of Christ with His Churc9."

11. If further evidence be wanted as to the fifedigaffection smoldering within the
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Church, and so easily fanned into destructive fldetehe testimony of Eusebius be
considered with respect to conditions charactegizive second half of the third century.

And, in weighing his words, let it be remembereat the had expressly recorded his purpose
of writing in defense of the Church, and in suppdrther institutions. He bewails the
tranquility preceding the Diocletian outbreak, hesmof its injurious effect upon both
officers and members of the Church. These are ardsv "But when by excessive liberty we
sunk into indolence and sloth, one envying andireyanother in different ways, and we
were almost, as it were, on the point of takingaups against each other, and were assailing
each other with words, as with darts and speaeta@s inveighing against prelates, and
people rising up against people, and hypocrisydissimulation had arisen to the greater
heights of malignity, then the divine judgment, ethusually proceeds with a lenient hand,
whilst the multitudes were yet crowding into theu@h, with gentle and mild visitations
began to afflict its episcopacy; the persecutiovilgabegun with those brethren that were in
the army. * * * * But some that appeared to be pastors, deserting the law of piety, were
inflamed against each other with mutual strifedy @ecumulating quarrels and threats,
rivalry, hostility, and hatred to each other, oatkious to assert the government as a kind of
sovereignity for themselve:10

12. As further illustrative of the decline of thértian spirit toward the end of the third
century, Milner quotes the following observationkafsebius, an eye-witness of the
conditions described: "The heavy hand of God'snuelgts began softly, by little and little,
to visit us after his wonted manner; * * * but werg not at all moved with his hand, nor
took any pains to return to God. We heaped sin @gonudging like careless Epicureans,
that God cared not for our sins, nor would evett vs on account of them. And our
pretended shepherds, laying aside the rule of gesti, practiced among themselves
contention and division." He adds that the "drebdéssecution of Diocletian was then
inflicted on the Church as a just punishment, atha most proper chastisement for their
iniquities." 11

13. It will be remembered that the great changeralnethe Church was raised to a place of
honor in the state, occurred in the early parheffourth century. It is a popular error to
assume that the decay of the Church as a spintstilution dates from that time. The
picture of the Church declining as to spiritual gown exact proportion to her increase of
temporal influence and wealth has appealed to rice&tas and writers of sensational
literature; but such a picture does not presentrtith. The Church was saturated with the
spirit of apostasy long before Constantine toakndler his powerful protection by according
it official standing in the state. In support oiststatement, | quote again from Milner, the
avowed friend of the Church: "I know it is commanm &uthors to represent the great
declension of Christianity to have taken place a&itgr its external establishment under
Constantine. But the evidence of history has colagehe to dissent from this view of
things. In fact we have seen that for a whole garar previous to the [Diocletian]
persecution, few marks of superior piety appedbedrce a luminary of godliness existed,
and it is not common in any age for a great workhefSpirit of God to be exhibited but



under the conduct of some remarkable saints, gasiod reformers. This whole period as
well as the whole scene of the persecution is tsaryen in such characters. * * * Moral and
philosophical and monastical instructions will effiect for men what is to be expected from
evangelical doctrine. And if the faith of Christsveo much declined (and its decayed state
ought to be dated from about the year 270), we neétvonder that such scenes as
Eusebius hints at without any circumstantial detadok place in the Christian world. * * *
He speaks also of the ambitious spirit of manyggpiring to the offices of the Church, the
ill judged and unlawful ordinations, the quarrefsang confessors themselves, and the
contentions excited by young demagogues in the negigs of the persecuted Church, and
the multiplied evils which their vices excited ango@hristians. How sadly must the
Christian world have declined which could thus aaetdtself under the very rod of divine
vengeance? Yet let not the infidel or the profaelavtriumph.It was not Christianity, but

the departure fromit, which brought on these evil12'

14. The foregoing embodies but a few of the mangences that could be cited in
demonstration of the fact that during the periochediately following the apostolic
ministry-the period covered by the persecutionthefChristians by the heathen nations, --
the Church was undergoing internal deterioratiowl, &®as in a state of increasing
perversion. Among the more detailed or specificseawof this ever widening departure from
the spirit of the gospel of Christ, this rapidlyging apostasy, the following may be
considered as important examples:

(1). The corrupting of the simple principles oé tpospel by the admixture of the so-called
philosophic systems of the times.

(2). Unauthorized additions to the ceremoniesief@hurch, and the introduction of vital
changes in essential ordinances.

(3). Unauthorized changes in Church organizatmmhg@overnment,

15. We shall consider in due order each of theetberises here enumerated. It may appear
that the conditions set forth in these specifiaagiare more properly to be regarded as
effects or results, than as causes, incident tgéineral apostasy, -- that they are in the
nature of evidences or proofs of a departure fioenariginal constitution of the Church,
rather than specific causes by which the fact ostasy is to be explained or accounted for.
Cause and effect, however, are sometimes veryatdliyassociated, and resulting
conditions may furnish the best demonstration asea in operation. Each of the conditions
given above as a specific cause of the progresgigstasy was, at its inception, an evidence
of existing unsoundness, and an active cause ajreheer results that followed. Each
succeeding manifestation of the spirit of apostaay at once the result of earlier
disaffection, and the cause of later and more prooced developments.

Notes.
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1. INORDINATE ZEAL MANIFESTED BY SOME OF THE EARLYCHRISTIANS: "The
sober discretion of the present age will more dgasinsure than admire, but can more
easily admire than imitate, the fervor of the figdtristians; who, according to the lively
expression of Sulpicius Severus, desired martyrdatinmore eagerness than his own
contemporaries solicited a bishopric. The epistleh Ignatius composed as he was
carried in chains through the cities of Asia, bineatentiments the most repugnant to the
ordinary feelings of human nature. He earnestlgbelses the Romans that when he should
be exposed in the amphitheatre, they would nohby kind but unreasonable intercession,
deprive him of the crown of glory, and he declarssresolution to provoke and irritate the
wild beasts which might be employed as the instrusef his death. Some stories are
related of the courage of martyrs who actually genied what Ignatius had intended: who
exasperated the fury of the lions, pressed thewtixe®er to hasten his office, cheerfully
leaped into the fires which were kindled to consuh@am, and discovered a sensation of joy
and pleasure in the midst of the most exquisiteiter’ (Gibbon, "Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire," ch. XVI.)

2. INTERNAL DISSENSIONS DURING TIME OF PEACE. Asased in the text the early
part of Diocletian's reign -- the period immedigitpteceding the outburst of the last great
persecution to which the Christians were subjeet&hs a time of comparative freedom
from opposition, and this period was characterizgthternal disturbances and dissensions
within the Church. lllustrative of the toleranceosm by the emperor before he became
hostile to the Church, and the accompanying dedirspiritual earnestness among the
Christians themselves, Gibbon says: "Diocletian laisctolleagues frequently conferred the
most important offices on those persons who avawen abhorrence of the worship of the
gods, but who had displayed abilities proper ferdkrvice of the state. The bishops held an
honorable rank in the respective provinces, anereated with distinction and respect, not
only by the people, but by the magistrates theneselkimost in every city the ancient
churches were found insufficient to contain the#@asing multitudes of proselytes; and in
their place more stately and capacious edificege wezcted for the public worship of the
faithful. The corruption of manners and principsesforcibly lamented by Eusebius, may be
considered not only as a consequence, but as § pfdbe liberty which the Christians
enjoyed and abused under the reign of Diocletiamsgerity had relaxed the nerves of
discipline. Fraud, envy, and malice prevailed iemgwcongregation. The presbyters aspired
to the episcopal office, which every day becamelgact more worthy of their ambition.

The bishops who contended with each other for s@décal pre-eminence, appeared by
their conduct to claim a secular and tyrannical @oiv the church; and the lively faith

which still distinguished the Christians from ther@les, was shown much less in their lives
than in their controversial writings." (Gibbon, "€me and Fall of the Roman Empire," ch.
XVI.)

3. THE EFFECT OF PEACE ON THE EARLY CHURCH. "Disamts as the persecutions
of the early Christian centuries were, still morschievous to the Church were those
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periods of tranquility which intervened between tlbursts of rage which prompted them.
Peace may have her victories no less renownedtiioge of war; and so, too, she has her
calamities, and they are not less destructive thase of war. War may destroy nations, but
ease and luxury mankind corrupt -- the body andrimel. Especially is peace dangerous to
the church. Prosperity relaxes the reins of digsogplpeople feel less and less the need of a
sustaining providence; but in adversity the spfilnan feels after God, and he is
correspondingly more devoted to the service ofieth. We shall find the early Christians
no exception to the operation of this influenceegose. Whenever it was accorded them,
either through the mercy or the indifference of éngperors, internal dissensions, the
intrigues of aspiring prelates, and the rise okbis, characterized those periods." (B. H.
Roberts, "A New Witness for God," p. 70.)

4. SCHISMS AND HERESIES IN THE EARLY CHURCH. Eusebj whose writings date
from the early part of the fourth century, cites thritings of Hegesippus, who lived in the
first quarter of the second century, as followshé€same author [Hegesippus] also treats of
the beginning of the heresies that arose aboutithés in the following words: 'But after
James the Just had suffered martyrdom, as ourhatdor the same reason, Simeon, the son
of Cleophas, our Lord's uncle, was appointed tkerse bishop [of Jerusalem] whom all
proposed as the cousin of our Lord. Hence thegddle Church as yet a virgin, for it was
not yet corrupted by vain discourses. Thebuthiserabeginning, secretly to corrupt it on
account of his not being made bishop. He was onleasfe seven sects among the Jewish
people. Of these also was Simeon, whence sprargethi@f Simonians; also Cleobius, from
whence came the Cleobians; also Dositheus, thel&yuf the Dositheans. From these also
sprung the Gortheonians, from Gorthoeus; and alasbidtheans from Masbothoeus. Hence
also the Meandrians, and Marcionists, and Carp@acrmand Valentinians, and Basilidians,
and the Saturnillians, every one introducing hisige&culiar opinions, one differing from

the other. From these sprung the false Christdlaméalse prophets and false apostles, who
divided the unity of the Church by the introductimincorrupt doctrines against God and
against His Christ." (Eusebius, "Ecclesiasticaltéhg," Book 1V, ch. 22.)

5. EARLY DECLINE OF THE CHURCH: Milner, summing upe conditions attending the
Church at the end of the second century, says: 'fand we close the view of the second
century, which, for the most part exhibited proofslivine grace, as strong, or nearly so, as
the first. We have seen the same unshaken andesfaifit of Jesus, the same love of God
and of the brethren; and -- that in which they slagy excelled modern Christians -- the
same heavenly spirit and victory over the worldt Bualark shade is enveloping these divine
glories. The Spirit God is grieved already by th&b#ious intrusions of self-righteous,
argumentative refinements, and Pharisaic pride;tlaodgh it be more common to represent
the most sensible decay of godliness as commemcoggtury later, to me it seems ready
begun." (Milner, "Church History," Cent. Il, ch))9.

Mosheim, writing of conditions attending the clasiyears of the third century, says: "The
ancient method of ecclesiastical government seemgeneral still to subsist, while, at the
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same time, by imperceptible steps, it varied fromprimitive rule and degenerated towards
the form of a religious monarchy. * ** This chlgnin the form of ecclesiastical
government was soon followed by a train of viceisichy dishonored the character and
authority of those to whom the administration af tthurch was committed. For, though
several yet continued to exhibit to the world ithasive examples of primitive piety and
Christian virtue, yet many were sunk in luxury ammduptuousness, puffed up with vanity,
arrogance and ambition, possessed with a spidgbofention and discord, and addicted to
many other vices that cast an undeserved reprqgamh thhe holy religion of which they were
the unworthy professors and ministers. This igftedtin such an ample manner by the
repeated complaints of many of the most respectabters of this age, that truth will not
permit us to spread the veil, which we should atlex be desirous to cast over such
enormities among an order so sacred. The bishgosresl in many places a princely
authority, particularly those who had the greateshber of churches under their inspection,
and who presided over the most opulent assemBflres; appropriated to their evangelical
function the splendid ensigns of temporal majeatthrone, surrounded with ministers,
exalted above his equals the servant of the megkamble Jesus; and sumptuous garments
dazzled the eyes and the minds of the multitudeantignorant veneration of their arrogated
authority. The example of the bishops was ambitioinsitated by the presbyters, who,
neglecting the sacred duties of their station, dbaad themselves to the indolence and
delicacy of an effeminate and luxurious life. Treadons, beholding the presbyters deserting
thus their functions, boldly usurped their rightslgorivileges, and the effects of a corrupt
ambition were spread through every rank of theeshorder." (Mosheim, "Ecclesiastical
History," Cent. Ill, Part Il, ch. 2: 3, 4.)

CHAPTER VII.

INTERNAL CAUSES, -- CONTINUED.

1. First among the specific causes of disturbampezaiing within the Church, and
contributing to its apostasy, we have nan"The corrupting of the simple principles of the
gospel by the admixture of the so-called philosophic systems of the times."

2. The attempted grafting of foreign doctrines loa true vine of the gospel of Christ was
characteristic of the early years of the apostodicod. We read of the sorcerer Simon, who
professed belief and entered the Church by bapbsinyho was so devoid of the true spirit
of the gospel that he sought to purchase by mdrewpuathority and power of the
priesthooc1 This man, though rebuked by Peter, and apparpstijtent, continued to
trouble the Church, by inculcating heresies anchwig disciples within the fold. His



followers were distinguished as a sect or cult doavtihe fourth century; and, writing at that
time, Eusebius says of them: "These, after the mvaoitheir founder, insinuating
themselves into the Church, like a pestilential Expdous disease, infected those with the
greatest corruption, into whom they were able fosa their secret, irremediable, and
destructive poiso2 This Simon, known in history as Simon Magus, femed to by early
Christian writers as the founder of heresy, owmgis persistent attempts to combine
Christianity with Gnosticism. It is with referentehis proposition to purchase spiritual
authority that all traffic in spiritual offices hasme to be known as simony.

3. Through the mouth of the Revelator, the Lordagpd certain of the churches for their
adoption or toleration of doctrines and practidesnao the gospel. Notably is this the case
with respect to the Nicolaitanes, and the followarthe doctrines of Balaars.

4. The perversion of true theology thus develop#liwthe Church is traceable to the
introduction of both Judaistic and pagan falla4 Indeed, at the opening of the Christian
era and for centuries thereafter, Judaism was omless intimately mixed with pagan
philosophy, and contaminated with heathen cerernsoilieere were numerous sects and
parties, cults and schools, each advocating rhedties as to the constitution of the soul, the
essence of sin, the nature of Deity, and a mukitoidother mysteries. The Christians were
soon embroiled in endless controversies among thlesrs

5. Judaistic converts to Christianity sought to ifyodnd adapt the tenets of the new faith so
as to harmonize them with their inherited love wdaism, and the result was destructive to
both. Our Lord had indicated the futility of anycbuattempt to combine new principles with
old systems, or to patch up the prejudices of t#st with fragments of new doctrine. "No
man," said He, "putteth a piece of new cloth umok garment, for that which is put in to
fill it up taketh from the garment, and the renimade worse. Neither do men put new wine
into old bottles; else the bottles break and theewunneth out, and the bottles perish: but
they put new wine into new bottles, and both aeserveds The gospel came as a new
revelation, marking the fulfilment of the law, ia& no mere addendum, nor was it a simple
re-enactment of past requirements; it embodiedraaral an everlasting covenant. Attempts
to patch the Judaistic robe with the new fabrithef gospel could result in nothing more
sightly than a hideous rent. The new wine of theeo@nt could not be bottled in the
time-eaten leathern containers of Mosaic libatidaslaism was belittled and Christianity
perverted by the incongruous association.

6. Among the early and most pernicious adulterat@nChristian doctrine is the
introduction of the teachings of the Gnostics. Ehsalf-styled philosophers put forth the
boastful claim that they were able to lead the humand to a full comprehension of the
Supreme Being, and a knowledge of the true relatigmbetween Deity and mortals. They
said in effect that a certain being had existechfedl eternity, manifested as a radiant light
diffused throughout space, and this they callecPleroma. "The eternal nature, infinitely
perfect and infinitely happy, having dwelt from éasting in a profound solitude, and in a
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blessed tranquility, produced at length from itselio minds of a different sex, which
resembled their supreme parent in the most pemiaaner. From the prolific union of these
two beings, others arose, which were also followeducceeding generations; so that in
process of time a celestial family was formed & Bleroma. This divine progeny,
immutable in its nature, and above the power oftatity, was called, by the philosophers,
Aeon -- a term which signifies, in the Greek langgiaan eternal nature. How many in
number these Aeons were was a point much contexvarnong the oriental sag¢6s."

7. Then one of the Aeons, distinctively called Eremiurge, created this world, and
arrogantly asserted dominion over the same, derafasglutely the authority of the supreme
parent. The Gnostic doctrine declares man to baanwf a body, which, being the creation
of the Demiurge, is essentially evil, and a spwitjch, being derived from Deity, is
characteristically good. The spirits thus imprismeevil bodies will be finally liberated,
and then the power of the Demiurge will cease,thrcearth will be dissolved into
nothingness.

8. Our justification for introducing here this galtsummary of Gnosticism is the fact that
early efforts were made to accommodate the teri¢lssosystem to the demands of
Christianity; and that Christ and the Holy Ghostevdeclared to belong to the family of
Aeons provided for in this scheme. This led togkavagant absurdity of denying that
Jesus had a body even while He lived as a manthadHis appearance as a corporeal being
was a deception of the senses wrought by His sapeal powe7

9. That the doctrines of the Gnostics were unsatigfeven to those who professed to
believe therein is evident from the many cults padies that came into existence as
subdivisions of the main sect; and it is interegtm note that in modern times certain
free-thinkers have prided themselves in assumititteaexpressing the full antithesis of the
name Gnostics, viz. Agnostics.

10. The practical effect of the principles of Gmasim in the lives of its adherents is
strangely diverse. One division of the sect folldveelife of austerity, embracing rigorous
self-denial, and bodily torture, in the vain belieat the malignant body could thus be
subdued, while the spirit would be given added poavel increased freedom. Another cult
sought to minimize the fundamental difference betweght and wrong, by denying the
element of morality in human life; and these abaredithemselves to the impulses of the
passions and the frailties of the bodily naturdhautt restraint, on the assumption that there
was no such relation between body and soul as waaude injury to the latter through
bodily indulgences and excesses.

11. Another sect or school whose doctrines weeenmeasure amalgamated with those of
Christianity was that of the New Platonics. Theiantsects of Platonists or Platonics were
allied in some points of doctrine with the Epicureaand were rivals if not opponents of the
Stoics. The early Platonics held that unorganizatten has existed from all eternity, and



that its organizer, God, is similarly eternal. Asdds eternal, so also His will or intelligence
is without beginning, and this eternal intelligeroesting as the will or intent of Deity, was
called the Logos. Such precepts had been taugbtdefore the Christian era, and the
philosophy professed by some of the contendingsssabng the Jews in the time of Christ
had been influenced thereby.

12. As the principles of Christianity became getgkanown, certain leaders in the sect of
Platonics found in the new doctrine much to study admire. By this time, however,
Platonism itself had undergone much change, anthtire liberal adherents had formed a
new organization and distinguished themselves bafipellation New Platonics. These
professed to find in Jesus Christ the incarnatiath® Logos, and accepted with avidity the
declaration of St. John; "In the beginning was\Ward, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. * * * * * And the Word was madedh and dwelt among us "
According to the Eclectic or New Platonic philosgptihe "Word" referred to by St. John
was the "Logos" described by Plato.

13. The Platonic conception of the Godhead as stingiof the Deity and the Logos, was
enlarged in accordance with Christian tenets toran®three members, the Holy Ghost
being the third. Thence arose bitter and lastiisgahsion as to the relative powers of each
member of the Trinity, particularly the positiondaauthority of the Logos or Son. The many
disputes incident to the admixture of Platonic tigagith Christian doctrine continued
through the centuries, and in a sense may be gaiduble the minds of men even in this
modern age.

14. It is wholly beyond our purpose to classifydesscribe the hybrid offspring resulting
from the unnatural union of pagan philosophy andsdian truth; nor shall we attempt to
follow in detail the dissensions and quarrels aotbgical points and questions of doctrine.
Our purpose is achieved when by statement of fattc#ation of authority, the reality of the
apostasy is established. We shall consider thexefoly the most important of the
dissensions by which the Church was trouloed.

15. About the middle of the third century, Sibedlia presbyter or bishop of the church in
Africa, strongly advocated the doctrine of “trinityunity” as characterizing the Godhead.
He claimed that the divine nature of Christ waglisbinct nor personal attribute of the man
Jesus, but merely a portion of the divine energyermanation from the Father, with which
the Son was temporarily endowed; and that in likener the Holy Ghost was a part of the
divine Father. These views were as vigorously opddsy some as defended by others, and
the disagreement was rife when Constantine so siygdeanged the status of the Church,
and brought to its support the power of the stasely in the fourth century the dispute
assumed a threatening aspect in a bitter contebhgbtmeen Alexander, bishop of
Alexandria, and Arius, one of the subordinate effscof the same church. Alexander
proclaimed that the Son was in all respects thalegfithe Father, and also of the same
substance or essence. Arius insisted that the &btéen created by the Father, and
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therefore could not be co-eternal with His diviregdht; that the Son was the agent through
whom the will of the Father was executed, and fitiathis reason also the Son was inferior
to the Father both in nature and dignity. In likermer the Holy Ghost was inferior to the
other members of the Godhead.

16. Arianism, as the doctrine came to be known, prvaached with vigor and denounced
with energy; and the dissension thus occasioneaténed to rend the Church to its
foundation. At last the emperor, Constantine, veasdd to intervene in an effort to establish
peace among his contending churchmen. He summooednail of church dignitaries

which assembled in the year 325, and which is knfsam its place of session as the
Council of Nice. This council condemned the do@rai Arius, and pronounced sentence of
banishment against its author. What was declarée the orthodox doctrine of the
universal or Catholic church respecting the Godheasl promulgated as follows:

17. "We believe in one God, the Father, Almighltye maker of all things visible and
invisible; and in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Sb@ad, begotten of the Father, only
begotten, (that is) of the substance of the Fathed of God, Light of Light; Very God of
Very God; begotten not made; of the same substaithehe Father, by whom all things
were made, that are in heaven and that are in:e@nth for us men, and for our salvation,
descended and was incarnate, and became mangsiffied rose again the third day,
ascended into the heavens and will come to judgéitimg and the dead; and in the Holy
Spirit. But those who say there was a time whef[theSon] was not, and that he was not
before he was begotten, and that he was made owtloig, or affirm that he is of any other
substance or essence, or that the Son of God wated; and mutable, or changeable, the
Catholic Church doth pronounce accursed."”

18. This is the generally accepted version of tieehe Creed as originally promulgated. In
form it was somewhat modified, though left pradticanchanged as to essentials, by the
council held at Constantinople half a century la#éhat is regarded as a restatement of the
Nicene Creed has been attributed to Athanasiuspbtiee chief opponents of Arianism,
though his right to be considered the author isjaeed by many and emphatically denied
by some authorities on ecclesiastical history. Minadess, the statement referred to has
found a place in literature as the "Creed of Atlsaig" and whether rightly or wrongly
named it persists as a declaration of belief pe#dsy some Christian sects today. It has a
present place in the prescribed ritual of the ChwafcEngland. The "Creed of Athanasius"
reads as follows:

19. "We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity Unity, neither confounding the persons,
nor dividing the substance. For there is one peocsdhe Father, another of the Son, and
another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of th&é&r, Son, and Holy Ghost, is all one:
the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. Such es-#ther is, such is the Son; and such is the
Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncraatéthe Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father
incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible andittg Ghost incomprehensible. The
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Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Géteshal. And yet there are not three
eternals; but one eternal. As also there are meetimcomprehensibles, nor three uncreated,;
but one uncreated, and one incomprehensible. Swilde the Father is Almighty, the Son
Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty; and yet teare not three Almighties, but one
Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is God, #wedHoly Ghost is God, and yet they are
not three Gods but one God."

20. The Council of Nice is known in ecclesiasticeitory as one of the most famous and
important gatherings ever assembled as an offticidly concerned with church
administration. Not only was the Arian dispute dised of, so far as ecclesiastical decree
could dispose of a question vitally affecting thdividual conscience, but many other
subjects of controversy were similarly quietedtfor time. Thus the long-standing dispute
as to the time of celebrating Easter was settledoby, as was also the question agitated by
Novatus and his followers -- as to the proprietyesadmitting repentant apostates to the
Church; and the schism caused by Meletius, a bishtjpper Africa, who had refused to
recognize the superior authority of the bishop tExaAndria. From the number and diversity
of the questions brought before the Nicene Couociadjudication, we may safely conclude
that the newly enthroned Church was not chara&eri unity of purpose nor harmony of
action. However, compared with the bitter contemithat follow, the dissensions in the
reign of Constantine were but as the beginningsoaible.

21. The moral effect of the potent spirit of apegtaperating through the first three
centuries of the Church's existence and nourislggtidcontributions of heathen

philosophy, proved, as was inevitable, highly iqus and evil. Some of the most pernicious
of these effects it becomes our duty to consider.

22.Perverted view of life. One of the heresies of early origin and rapid dhow the Church
was the doctrine of antagonism between body and,sphereby the former was regarded as
an incubus and a curse. From what has been said/ihbe recognized as one of the
perversions derived from the alliance of Gnosticvgtn Christianity. A result of this

grafting in of heathen doctrines was an abundamwtjr of hermit practices, by which men
sought to weaken, torture, and subdue their bothas their spirits or "souls" might gain
greater freedom. Many who adopted this unnatued\of human existence retired to the
solitude of the desert, and there spent their tmm@actices of stern self-denial and in acts of
frenzied self-torture. Others shut themselves wpoastary prisoners, seeking glory in
privation and self-imposed penance. It was thisatumal view of life that gave rise to the
several orders of recluses, hermits, and monks.

23. Think you not that the Savior had such prastinanind, when, warning the disciples of
the false claims to sanctity that would characeetie times then soon to follow, He said:
"Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold h&ii&t] is in the desert, go not forth:
behold, he is in the secret chambers, believetit10)
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24. When the Church came into the favor of theestatder Constantine in the fourth
century, there sprang up many orders of recluses"mwiaintained that communion with God
was to be sought by mortifying sense, by withdraatime mind from all external objects, by
macerating the body with hunger and labor, and bglga sort of indolence, which confined
all the activity of the soul to a lazy contemplatiof things spiritual and external." Mosheim,
the author just quoted, continues: "The Christiamrch would never have been disgraced by
this cruel and unsocial enthusiasm, nor would awehbeen subjected to those keen
torments of mind and body to which it gave rised hat many Christians been unwarily
caught by the specious appearance and the pompond sf that maxim of the ancient
philosophy: 'That in order to the attainment oktfalicity and communion with God, it was
necessary that the soul should be separated frefndtly, even here below; and that the
body was to be macerated and mortified for thigppse."11

25. The fruit of this ill-sowing was the growth miimerous orders of monks, and the
maintenance of monasteries. Celibacy was taugatvasue, and came to be made a
requirement of the clergy, as it is in the RomathGlkc church today. An unmarried clergy,
deprived of the elevating influences of home li&dl, into many excesses, and the corruption
of the priests has been a theme of reproach thouidghe centuries. "The Lord God said, It
is not good that the man should be alone; | wilkenaim an help-meet for him12 and

again "Therefore shall a man leave his father asdniother, and shall cleave unto his wife;
and they shall be one fles13 His inspired apostle proclaimed: "Neither is thammvithout
the woman, neither the woman without the man, enltbrd.'14 Nevertheless an apostate
church decrees that its ministers shall be formdddollow the law of God.

26.Disregard for truth. As early as the fourth century, certain pernicidastrines
embodying a disregard for truth gained currenanenChurch. Thus, it was taught "that it
was an act of virtue to deceive and lie, when lay theans the interests of the church might
be promoted 15 Needless to say, sins other than those of falskhod deceit were justified
when committed in the supposed interests of chadstancement, and crime was condoned
under the specious excuse that the end justifeesébans. Many of the fables and fictitious
stories relating to the lives of Christ and thest|@s, as also the spurious accounts of
supernatural visitations and wonderful miraclesyimch the literature of the early centuries
abound, are traceable to this infamous doctrineligsare acceptable unto God if
perpetrated in a cause that man calls ¢16>d.

Notes.

1. THE NICOLAITANES. This sect is mentioned spezafly in the divine communication
wherein John the Revelator was instructed to vioitthe churches of Asia (Rev. 2: 6, 15);
and the reference proves the abhorrence with whielh.ord regarded the teachings and
practices of the cult. The attempt to corrupt Grarsty by the introduction of Nicolaitan
ceremonies was a real danger threatening the Chiihehfollowing extract from Smith's
Bible Dictionary is instructive:



"The sect itself comes before us as presentinglthreate phase of a great controversy,
which threatened at one time to destroy the urfithe® Church, and afterward to taint its
purity. The controversy itself was inevitable assas the Gentiles were admitted in any
large numbers into the Church of Christ. Were tbw nonverts to be brought into
subjugation to the whole Mosaic law? The aposthesedders at Jerusalem met the question
calmly and wisely. The burden of the Law was nddéamposed on the Gentile disciples.
They were to abstain, among other things, from tenetiered to idols,’ and from

‘fornication' (Acts 15: 20, 29), and this decreeswaelcomed as the great charter of the
Church's freedom. Strange as the close union ahttral and the positive commands may
seem to us, it did not seem so to the synod asdkm. The two sins were very closely
allied, often even in the closest proximity of tiased place. The messages to the churches of
Asia, and the later Apostolic Epistles (Il Peterd dude) indicate that the two evils appeared
at that period also in close alliance. The teacbetlse Church branded them with a name
that expressed their true character. The men wharll taught such things were followers
of Balaam (Il Peter 2: 15; Jude 11). They, like ftlse prophet of Pethor, united brave
words with evil deeds. In a time of persecutiongwlhe eating or not eating of things
sacrificed to idols was more than ever a crucist & faithfulness, they persuaded men more
than ever that it was a thing indifferent (Rev13; 14). This was bad enough, but there was
a yet worse evil. Mingling themselves in the orgpégdolatrous feasts, they brought the
impurities of those feasts into the meetings of@heistian Church. And all this was done, it
must be remembered, not simply as an indulgeneppétite, but as part of a system
supported by a 'doctrine,’ accompanied by the bafasiprophetic illumination (Il Peter 2:

1)."

2. IMITATION OF HEATHEN MYSTERIES, AND THE RESULTThe worship of God by
the early Christians was decried and ridiculed bseaf its simplicity and the absence of
mystic ceremonies. True, the zeal of persecutaye stade necessary a prudent secrecy in
religious service and worshiping assemblies, ®itleafrom such necessity, there was a
voluntary effort to feign a secrecy that was urezhfior. On this point Gibbon remarks as
follows: "The precautions with which the discipl&#sChrist performed the offices of

religion were at first dictated by fear and nedgs$iut they were continued from choice. By
imitating the awful secrecy of the Eleusinian myistg, the Christians had flattered
themselves that they should render their sacradutisns more respectable in the eyes of
the pagan world. But the event, as it often happemise operations of subtle policy,
deceived their wishes and their expectations. # eencluded that they only concealed what
they would have blushed to disclose. Their mistgkeilence afforded an opportunity for
malice to invent, and for suspicious credulity ediéve, the horrid tales which described the
Christians as the most wicked of human kind, whaxpeed in their dark recesses every
abomination that a depraved fancy could suggestwdio solicited the favor of their
unknown God by the sacrifice of every moral virtlieere were many who pretended to
confess or to relate the ceremonies of this abb@oeiety.” (Gibbon, "Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire," chap. XVI.)
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3. EBIONITES AND GNOSTICS. "Beside the general dasif fixing on a perpetual basis
the divine honors of Christ, the most ancient argpectable of the ecclesiastical writers
have ascribed to the evangelic theologian [St. Palparticular intention to confute two
opposing heresies, which disturbed the peace giriih@tive Church. I. The faith of the
Ebionites, perhaps of the Nazarenes, was grossrgedfect. They revered Jesus as the
greatest of the prophets, endowed with supernatintake and power. They ascribed to his
person and to his future reign all the predictiohthe Hebrew oracles which relate to the
spiritual and everlasting kingdom of the promiseesisiah. Some of them might confess that
He was born of a virgin; but they obstinately régecthe preceding existence and divine
perfections of the Logos, or Son of God, whichsoelearly defined in the Gospel of St.
John. *** ]|. The Gnostics, who were distingoel by the epithet of Docetes, deviated
into the contrary extreme, and betrayed the huntalewhey asserted the divine, nature of
Christ. Educated in the school of Plato, accustotodte sublime idea of the Logos, they
readily conceived that the brightest Aeon or Emanadf the Deity, might assume the
outward shape and visible appearance of a mouakhey vainly pretended that the
imperfections of matter are incompatible with theity of a celestial substance. While the
blood of Christ yet smoked on Mount Calvary, thecBtes invented the impious and
extravagant hypothesis that, instead of issuingnfilee womb of the Virgin, he had
descended on the banks of the Jordan in the foperdéct manhood; that he had imposed
on the senses of His enemies and of His disciples that the ministers of Pilate had wasted
their impotent rage on an airy phantom, who seetmecpire on the cross, and, after three
days, to rise from the dead" (Gibbon, "Decline &adl of the Roman Empire," ch. XXI.)

4. ADMIXTURE OF PAGAN DOCTRINES WITH CHRISTIANITYThe following
statements by modern writers as to the effect ghpdphilosophy" on the Church are
worthy of attention. Summarizing conditions prewaglin the latter part of the second
century, Milner says: "We have hitherto found ithrerd matter to discover, in the teachers
and writers of Christianity, the vital doctrines®©lfirist. We shall now perceive that the most
precious truths of the gospel begin to be lessidéd to, and less brought to view. Even
Justin Martyr, before the period of eclectic cotrap, by his fondness for Plato, adulterated
the gospel in some degree, as we have observadypartly in the article of free will. Tatian,
his scholar, went bolder lengths, and deserveddnge of heretic. He dealt largely in the
merits of continence and chastity; and these \srtpashed into extravagant excesses, under
the notion of superior purity, became great engofeself-righteousness and superstition;
obscured men's views of the faith of Christ, andkeiaed the whole face of Christianity.
Under the fostering hand of Ammonius and his fobosy this fictitious holiness disguised
under the appearance of eminent sanctity, was fbinte a system; and it soon began to
generate the worst of evils. * * * St. Paul's cantagainst philosophy and vain deceit, it
appears, was now fatally neglected by the Christikalse humility, ‘will-worship,' curious
and proud refinements, bodily austerities mixedwigh, self-righteous pretensions,
ignorance of Christ and of the true life of faithHim, miserably superseded by ceremonies
and superstitions, -- all these things are divimdineated in the second chapter to the
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Colossians; and, so far as words can do it, treedafense against them is powerfully
described and enforced.” (Milner, "Church Histori@gnt. II, ch. 9.)

"The schisms and commotions that arose in the thimam a mixture of the oriental and
Egyptian philosophy with the Christian religion wem the second century, increased by
those Grecian philosophers who embraced the deadfilChrist. The Christian doctrine,
concerning the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, andwbenatures united in our blessed
Savior, were by no means reconcilable with thetseeakthe sages and doctors of Greece,
who therefore endeavored to explain them in sutla@aner as to render them
comprehensible. Praxeas, a man of genius and tepipeégan to propagate these
explications at Rome, and was severely persecotethé errors they contained. He denied
any real distinction between the Father, Son, anlg Bhost; and maintained that the
Father, sole Creator of all things, had uniteditoself the human nature of Christ. Hence
his followers were called Monarchians, becaus@&eif tdenying a plurality of persons in the
Deity; and also Patropassians, because, accomingrtullian's account, they believed that
the Father was so intimately united with the mansEhhis Son, that he suffered with him
the anguish of an afflicted life and the tormerftamignominious death. However ready
many may have been to embrace this erroneous deciridoes not appear that this sect
formed to themselves a separate place of worshignooved themselves from the ordinary
assemblies of Christians." Mosheim, "Ecclesiastitiatory," Cent. II, Part Il, ch. 5: 20.)

5. SPURIOUS WRITINGS IN THE APOSTOLIC PERIOD. "Nong after Christ's
ascension into heaven, several histories of lesalifd doctrines, full of pious frauds and
fabulous wonders, were composed by persons whisetions, perhaps, were not bad, but
whose writings discovered the greatest superstdmmhignorance. Nor was this all:
productions appeared which were imposed upon thiehlky fraudulent men, as the writings
of the holy apostles. These apocryphal and spuneitsigs must have produced a sad
confusion, and rendered both the history and tlotridh@ of Christ uncertain, had not the
rulers of the church used all possible care arndatite in separating the books that were
truly apostolical and divine from all that spuriduash.” (Mosheim, "Ecclesiastical History,"
Cent. I, Part ll, ch. 2: 17.)

CHAPTER VIII.

INTERNAL CAUSES, -- CONTINUED.

1. As one of the effective causes leading to tlestgsy of the Primitive Church we have
specified:Unauthorized additions to the ceremonies of the Church, and the introduction of
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vital changesin essential ordinances.

2. The ridicule heaped upon the early Church byptgans on account of the simplicity of
Christian worship has already received mentions Tause of reproach was none the less
emphasized by Judaistic critics, to whom ritual aatemony, formalism and prescribed
rites, figured as essentials of religion. Very gailits history, the Church manifested a
tendency to supplant the pristine simplicity ofvitsrship by elaborate ceremonies, patterned
after Judaistic ritual and heathen idolatries.

3. As to such innovations, Mosheim writes as foBpwith reference to conditions existing
in the second century: "There is no institutiorpsoe and excellent which the corruption
and folly of man will not in time alter for the we®, and load with additions foreign to its
nature and original design. Such in a particulanmest was the fate of Christianity. In this
century many unnecessary rites and ceremoniesatdeled to the Christian worship, the
introduction of which was extremely offensive tes®iand good men. These changes, while
they destroyed the beautiful simplicity of the gelspvere naturally pleasing to the gross
multitude, who are more delighted with the pomp apl@éndor of external institutions than
with the native charms of rational and solid pietyd who generally give little attention to
any objects but those which strike their outwamisss.1 The author just cited explains that
the bishops of that day increased the ceremon@saunght to give them splendor "by way
of accommodation to the infirmities and prejudioé®oth Jews and heathe2."

4. To more effectually reconcile the gospel requeats with Jewish prejudice, which still
clung to the letter of the Mosaic law, the officefghe Church in the first and second
centuries took to themselves the ancient titless thishops styled themselves chief priests,
and deacons, Levites. "In like manner," says Mash&ihe comparison of the Christian
oblation with the Jewislvictim andsacrifice, produced a multitude of unnecessary rites, and
was the occasion of introducing that erroneousonatif theeucharist, which represents it as
a real sacrifice, and not merely as a commemoratidhat great offering that was once
made upon the cross for the sins of morte3s."

5. In the fourth century we find the Church stilbra hopelessly committed to formalism and
superstition. The decent respect with which theaiasof the early martyrs had been
honored degenerated or grew into a superstitioteyeace amounting to worship. This
practice was allowed in deference to the heathenaéidn paid to deified heroes.
Pilgrimages to the tombs of martyrs became commsamaoutward form of religious
devotion; and the ashes of martyrs as well asahdiearth brought from places said to have
been made holy by some uncommon occurrence weateasaovereign remedies against
disease and as means of protection against thel@ssfmalignant spirits.

6. The form of public worship was so changed dutivgsecond and third centuries as to
bear little resemblance to the simplicity and estmess of that of the early congregations.
Philosophic discourses took the place of fervestiteony bearing, and the arts of the
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rhetorician and controversial debater supplantedrire eloquence of religious conviction.
Applause was allowed and expected as evidencesqirgacher's popularity. The burning of
incense, at first abhorred by Christian assemiblgesiuse of its pagan origin and heathen
significance, had become common in the Church bdfte end of the third century.

7. In the fourth century the adoration of imagestyses, and effigies, had been given a
place in the so-called Christian worship; and trecfice became general in the century
following. An effort to check the abuses arisingrirthis idolatrous practice in the eighth
century, actually led to civil we4.

8. In considering such evidences of pagan cererhandasuperstitious rites taking the place
of the simple procedure incident to genuine worsimaracteristic of the Church in the days
of its integrity, who can question the solemn amfu&fact of actual apostas\s But more
important yet, more significant still than mere gidths to the ritualistic ceremonial, are the
perversions and changes introduced into the mastdand essential ordinances of Christ's
Church. As it is common with ecclesiastical auttiesito consider the most essential
ordinances of the gospel originally establishedhyist and maintained by His apostles, as
comprising baptism and the sacrament of the Lauper, we shall examine into these
alone as examples of the unauthorized alteratiomsunder consideration. In this restriction
of our illustrative examples we do not admit thaptism and the sacrament named were the
only ordinances characterizing the Church; indéeele is abundant proof to the contrary.
Thus, the authoritative imposition of hands for blestowal of the Holy Ghost in the case of
baptized believers was equally essential with lsaptiself6 and was assuredly regarded as
a vital ordinance from the firs7 Furthermore, ordination in the priesthood, wheretan

were commissioned by divine authority, was indigadaie to the maintenance of an
organized Church. The examples selected, howevihe\sufficient for the purposes of our
present inquiry.

THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM CHANGED.

9. First, then, as to baptism, -- in what did thaimance originally consist, as to purpose and
mode of administration, and what changes did iteugd in the course of progressive
apostasy through which the Church passed? Thaisbafs essential to salvation calls for

no demonstration here; this has been generallylhete Christian Church in both ancient
and modern time®g The purpose of baptism was and is the obtainirgyreimission of sins;
compliance with the requirement has been fromitisethe sole means of securing
admission to the Church of Chriot.

10. In the early Church, baptism was administere@rofession of faith and evidence of
repentance, and was performed by immei10 at the hands of one invested with the
requisite authority of priesthood. There was n@ag&h administering the ordinance after the
eligibility of the candidate had been shown. Adanses we may cite the promptness with
which baptism was administered to the believerthaheventful day of Pentecci1 the
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baptism administered by Philip to the Ethiopianvethimmediately following due
profession of faith12 the undelayed baptism of devout Cornelius andamsly; 13 and the
speedy baptism of the converted jailor by Paulphisoner14

11. In the second century, however, priestly mamtad restricted the baptismal ordinance
to the times of the two Church festivals, Eastef Ahitsuntide, the first being the
anniversary of Christ's resurrection, and the sé¢ba time of Pentecostal celebration. A
long and tedious course of preparation was requifélde candidate before his eligibility
was admitted; during this time he was known astectaimen, or novice in training.
According to some authorities a three years' coofgeeparation was required in all but
exceptional casels

12. During the second century the baptismal syrsbhobf a new birth was emphasized by
many additions to the ordinance; thus the newlytibag were treated as infants and were
fed milk and honey in token of their immaturity. Baptism was construed to be a ceremony
of liberation from the slavery of Satan, certaimfialas used in the freeing of slaves were
added. Anointing with oil was also made a parthef teremony. In the third century the
simple ordinance of baptism was further encumbaretiperverted by the ministrations of
an exorcist. This official indulged in "menacingdaiormidable shouts and declamation”
whereby the demons or evil spirits with which tlaadidate was supposed to be afflicted
were to be driven away. "The driving out this dena@s now considered as an essential
preparation for baptism, after the administratibwbich the candidates returned home,
adorned with crowns, and arrayed in white garmexgsacred emblems, -- the former of
their victory over sin and the world; the lattertibéir inward purity and innocencels It is
not difficult to see in this superstitious ceremahng evidence of pagan adulteration of the
Christian religion. In the fourth century it becathe practice to place salt in the mouth of
the newly baptized member, as a symbol of puriicatand the actual baptism was both
preceded and followed by an anointing with oll.

13. The form or mode of baptism also underwentéaeh change during the first half of the
third century, -- a change whereby its essentiadfism was destroyed. Immersii7,
typifying death followed by resurrection, was nader deemed an essential feature, and
sprinkling with water was allowed in place theregt less an authority than Cyprian, the
learned bishop of Carthage, advocated the propoiegprinkling in lieu of immersion in

cases of physical weakness; and the practice thued, later became general. The first
instance of record is that of Novatus, a heretio wdguested baptism when he thought death
was neals

14. Not only was the form of the baptismal riteicatly changed, but the application of the
ordinance was perverted. The practice of adminmidraptism to infants was recognized as
orthodox in the third century and was doubtlessanfier origin. In a prolonged disputation
as to whether it was safe to postpone the baptfsnfants until the eighth day after birth --
in deference to the Jewish custom of performingueiicision on that day -- it was gravely
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decided that such delay would be dangerous, asijdigng the future well-being of the

child should it die before attaining the age otheidays, and that baptism ought to be
administered as soon after birth as poss19 A more infamous doctrine than that of the
condemnation of un-baptized infants can scarcelynagined, and a stronger proof of the
heresies that had invaded and corrupted the eauydd need not be sought. Such a doctrine
Is foreign to the gospel and to the Church of Ghasd its adoption as an essential tenet is
proof of apostasy20

CHANGES IN THE ORDINANCE OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LRD'S
SUPPER.

15. The sacrament of the Lord's Supper has beanded as an essential ordinance from the
time of its establishment in the Church by JesussChret in spite of its sanctity it has
undergone radical alteration both as to its synsboknd its accepted purpose. The
sacrament, as instituted by the Savior and as ask&iad during the days of the apostolic
ministry, was as simple as it was sacred and sol&erompanied by the true spirit of the
gospel its simplicity was sanctifying; as intergaby the spirit of apostasy its simplicity
became a reproach. Hence we find that in the t@rdury, long sacramental prayers were
prescribed, and much pomp was introduced. Ves$gjsld and silver were used by such
congregations as could afford them, and this wateiatatious display. Non-members and
members "who were in a penitential state" wereledadl from the sacramental service -- in
imitation of the exclusiveness accompanying heathgsteries. Disputation and dissension
arose as to the proper time of administering tloeasaent -- morning, noon, or evening; and
as to the frequency with which the ordinance shbgldelebrate21

16. At a later date the doctrine Transubstantiation was established as an essential tenet of
the Roman Church. This briefly summarized, is ®eaffect that the species, i.e. the bread
and wine used in the sacrament, lose their charastmere bread and wine, and become in
fact the flesh and blood of the crucified ChridteTtransmutation is assumed to take place in
such a mystical way as to delude the senses; andaayh actual flesh and actual blood, the
elements still appear to be bread and wine. Thew vso strongly defended and earnestly
reverenced by orthodox members of the Roman Chigelehemently denounced by others
as "an absurd tene22 and a "monstrous and unnatural doctri23:."

17. There has been much discussion as to the arigims doctrine24 the Roman Catholics
claiming for it a great antiquity, while their oppents insist that it was an innovation of the
eighth or ninth century. According to Milner it wapenly taught in the ninth centu2s

was formally established as a dogma of the Chuydiné Council of Placentia A. D.

109526 and was made an essential article of creed, halwhich was required of all, by
action of the Roman ecclesiastical court about 127 An official edict of the pope,
Innocent Ill, confirmed the dogma as a binding tearel requirement of the Church in
121528 and it remains practically in force in the Romaati®lic Church today. The
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doctrine was adopted by the Greek Church in thergeenth centun29

18. The consecrated emblems, or "host," being degbas the actual flesh and blood of
Christ, were adored as of themselves divine. Ttasery pernicious practice of idolatry
was connected with the reception of this doctriven fell down before the consecrated
host, and worshiped it as God; and the noveltyiaity, and impiety of this abomination
very much struck the minds of all men who weredesd to a sense of true religicso The
"elevation of the host," i.e., the presentationhef consecrated emblems before the
congregation for adoration, is a feature of thespné day ritual of worship in the Roman
Catholic Church. The celebration of the mass ighato be an actual though mystic
sacrifice, in which the Son of God is daily offengal anew as a constantly recurring
atonement for the present sins of the assembleshngmrs. A further perversion of the
sacrament occurred in the administration of brdadea instead of both bread and wine as
originally required.

19. Thus was the plain purpose and assured effagitye sacrament hidden beneath a cloud
of mystery and ceremonial display. Contrast such e solemn simplicity of the

ordinance as instituted by our Lord, -- He tookdarand wine, blessed them and gave to His
disciples and said, "This do in remembrance of 31 Of the bread He said, "This is my
body;" of the wine, "This is my blood;" yet at thahe His body was unpierced, His blood
was unshed. The disciples ate bread, not flesHiwiing man, and drank wine, not blood;

and this they were commanded to do in remembrahCéiast. 32 The perversion of the
sacrament is evidence of departure from the spfitihe gospel of Christ, and when made an
essential dogma of a church is proof of the apestandition of that church.

20. Behold"they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting
covenant." 33

Notes.

1. CEREMONIES ADDED AS A COMPROMISE. "Both Jews dmehthens were
accustomed to a vast variety of pompous and magmificeremonies in their religious
service. And as they considered these rites assangal part of religion, it was but natural
that they should behold with indifference, and ewdh contempt, the simplicity of the
Christian worship, which was destitute of those ickremonies that rendered their service
S0 specious and striking. To remove then, in somasoe, this prejudice against
Christianity, the bishops thought it necessarnntyease the number of rites and ceremonies,
and thus to render the public worship more strikmthe outward senses. This addition of
external rites was also designed to remove theod@pjous calumnies which the Jewish and
pagan priests cast upon the Christians on accduhesimplicity of their worship,

esteeming them little better than atheists, becthesehad no temples, altars, victims,
priests, nor anything of that external pomp in \khice vulgar are so prone to place the
essence of religion. The rulers of the Church aglbpherefore, certain external ceremonies,
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that thus they might captivate the senses of tihgavuand be able to refute the reproaches of
their adversaries." (Mosheim, "Ecclesiastical HigtoCent. I, Part Il, Ch. 4: 2, 3.)

A note appended to the foregoing excerpt by thestedor, Dr. Archibald Maclaine, reads as
follows:

"A remarkable passage in the life of Gregory, somed Thaumaturgus, i.e., the wonder
worker, will illustrate this point in the cleareasanner. The passage is as follows: "When
Gregory perceived that the ignorant multitude stesi in their idolatry, on account of the
pleasures and sensual gratifications which thegyenj at the pagan festivals, he granted
them a permission to indulge themselves in thepikasures, in celebrating the memory of
the holy martyrs, hoping that in process of tinmeytwould return of their own accord to a
more virtuous and regular course of life.' Thereassort of doubt, but that by this
permission, Gregory allowed the Christians to daspert, and feast at the tombs of the
martyrs upon their respective festivals, and t@derything which the pagans were
accustomed to do in their temples during the feasebrated in honor of their gods."

The Gregory referred to in the note last quotedrfkhed about the middle of the third
century. He acquired the title Thaumaturgus frosmfame as a worker of miracles, the
genuineness of which achievements is disputed myraathorities.

He was bishop of New Caesarea, and a man of gria¢mce in the Church. His sanction of
ceremonies, patterned after pagan rites, was dcemshtif far-reaching effect.

2. CHURCH CEREMONIAL IN THE FIFTH CENTURY. "The siilme and simple

theology of the primitive Christians was graduatyrupted, and the Monarchy of heaven,
already clouded by metaphysical subtleties, wasadksgl by the introduction of a popular
mythology, which tended to restore the reign ofyfedism. As the objects of religion were
gradually reduced to the standard of the imaginatioe rites and ceremonies were
introduced that seemed most powerfully to affeetdbnses of the vulgar. If, in the
beginning of the fifth century, Tertullian or Lantaus had been suddenly raised from the
dead, to assist at the festival of some populat gaimartyr, they would have gazed with
astonishment and indignation on the profane spkegtathich had succeeded to the pure and
spiritual worship of a Christian congregation. A®8 as the doors of the Church were
thrown open they must have been offended by thé&smbincense, the perfume of flowers,
and the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffuasedpoonday, a gaudy, superfluous, and, in
their opinion a sacrilegious light. If they apprbad the balustrade of the altar, they made
their way through the prostrate crowd, consistmgtiie most part, of strangers and pilgrims,
who resorted to the city on the vigil of the feastgd who already felt the strong intoxication
of fanaticism, and perhaps of wine. Their devoss&s were imprinted on the walls and
pavements of the sacred edifice; and their ferpesyers were directed, whatever might be
the language of their church, to the bones, thedjlor the ashes of the saints, which were
usually concealed by a linen or silken veil frora #yes of the vulgar. The Christians
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frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hopabtdining, from their powerful
intercession, every sort of spiritual, but moreeesally of temporal blessings. *** The
same uniform original spirit of superstition mightggest, in the most distant ages and
countries, the same methods of deceiving the citgdahd of affecting the services, of
mankind; but it must ingeniously be confessed thatministers of the Catholic Church
imitated the profane model which they were impdtterdestroy. The most respectable
bishops had persuaded themselves that the ignstits would more cheerfully renounce
the superstitions of Paganism, if they found soesemblance, some compensation, in the
bosom of Christianity. The religion of Constantahieved, in less than a century, the final
conguest of the Roman empire; but the victors tleéras were insensibly subdued by the
arts of their vanquished rivals." (Gibbon, "Decleved Fall of the Roman Empire," Ch.
XXVIIL.)

3. EARLY FORM OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. History furnigs ample proof that in the
first century after the death of Christ, baptisnswaa@ministered solely by immersion.
Tertullian thus refers to the immersion ceremonyiecmn in his day: "There is no difference
whether one is washed in a sea or in a pool, ives or in a fountain, in a lake or in a
channel; nor is there any difference between tindszm John dipped in Jordan, and those
whom Peter dipped in the Tiber. * * * We are imneztsn the water."

Justin Martyr describes the ceremony as practigdurself. First describing the
preparatory examination of the candidate, he prase@\fter that they are led by us to
where there is water, and are born again in that &f new birth by which we ourselves
were born again. For in the name of God, the FathdrLord of all, and of Jesus Christ, our
Savior, and of the Holy Spirit, the immersion interais performed; because the Christ hath
also said, 'Except a man be born again, he camtet imto the kingdom of heaven."

Bishop Bennet says concerning the practices oé#nly Christians: "They led them into the
water and laid them down in the water as a maaidsih a grave; and then they said those
words, 'l baptize (or wash) thee in the name ofRhmer, Son, and Holy Ghost;' then they
raised them up again, and clean garments wererpilitemn; from whence came the phrases
of being baptized into Christ's death, of beingduiwith Him by baptism into death, of our
being risen with Christ, and of our putting on tleed Jesus Christ, of putting off the old
man, and putting on the new." "That the apostlesensed whom they baptized there is no
doubt. *** And that the ancient church follow#tkeir example is very clearly evinced by
innumerable testimonies of the fathers." (Vossius.)

"Burying as it were the person baptized in the wated raising him out again, without
guestion was anciently the more usual method."l{Bishop Secker.)

"Immersion’ was the usual method in which baptrems administered in the early Church. *
** Immersion was undoubtedly a common mode of adstering baptism, and was not
discontinued when infant baptism prevailed. * * * Sprinkling gradually took the place of
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immersion without any formal renunciation of théda." (Canon Farrar.)

4. HISTORICAL NOTES ON INFANT BAPTISM. "The baptisof infants, in the first two
centuries after Christ, was altogether unknown**The custom of baptizing infants did not
begin before the third age after Christ was bamntHe former ages no trace of it appears;
and it was introduced without the command of Chr(€urcullaeus.)

"It is certain that Christ did not ordain infantgb@m. * * * We cannot prove that the
apostles ordained infant baptism. From those platese baptism of a whole family is
mentioned (as in Acts xvi, 33; | Cor. i, 16) we craw no such conclusion, because the
inquiry is still to be made, whether there were anydren in the families of such an age that
they were not capable of any intelligent receptb&hristianity; for this is the only point on
which the case turns. * * * * As baptism was clgsehited with a conscious entrance on
Christian communion, faith and baptism were alwaysnected with one another; and thus it
is in the highest degree probable that baptismpea®rmed only in instances where both
could meet together, and that the practice of inf@ptism was unknown at this (the
apostolic) period. * * * That not till so late aped as (at least certainly not earlier than)
Irenaeus, a trace of infant baptism appears; aatdttfirst became recognized as an
apostolic tradition in the course of the third ecewt is evidence rather against than for the
admission of its apostolic origin." (Johann NeandeBerman theologian who flourished in
the first half of the nineteenth century.)

"Let them therefore come when they are grown wphen they can understand -- when they
are taught whither they are to come. Let them becGhristians when they can know
Christ." (Tertullian, one of the Latin "Christiamtfhers;" he lived from 150 to 220 A. D.)
Tertullian's almost violent opposition to the preetof pedobaptism is cited by Neander as
"a proof that it was then not usually considere@postolic ordinance; for in that case he
would hardly have ventured to speak so stronglynsga."

Martin Luther, writing in the early part of the s#enth century, declared: "It cannot be
proven by the sacred scriptures that infant baptvs® instituted by Christ, or begun by the
first Christians after the apostles.”

"By tekna the Apostle understands, not infants,dmgterity; in which signification the word
occurs in many places of the New Testament (se@@mothers John viii, 39); whence it
appears that the argument which is very commotkigrtdrom this passage for the baptism
of infants, is of no force, and good for nothin@.Imborch, a native of Holland, and a
theologian of repute; he lived 1633-1712.)

5. SUMMARY OF CHANGES IN THE SACRAMENT AS AN ORDINKNCE. "Errors
concerning the sacrament, and its signification, ttue manner of administering it, grew
rapidly in the professed Christian churches dutiregearly centuries of the Christian era. As
soon as the power of the priesthood had departech misputation arose in matters of
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ordinance, and the observance of the sacramenineedistorted. Theological teachers
strove to foster the idea that there was much mystitending this naturally simple and
most impressive ordinance; that all who were ndtihcommunion with the Church should
be excluded, not only from participation in theiaethce, which was justifiable, but from the
privilege of witnessing the service, lest they arod the mystic rite by their unhallowed
presence. Then arose the heresy of transubstantiatiwhich held that the sacramental
emblems by the ceremony of consecration lost theginral character of simple bread and
wine, and became in reality flesh and blood, -ualkty parts of the crucified body of Christ.
Arguments against such dogmas is useless. Thewed the veneration of the emblems by
the people, the bread and wine-regarded as p&wos$t's tabernacle, being elevated in the
mass for the adoration of the people; and laterctistom of suppressing half of the
sacrament was introduced. By the innovation lasttioeed, only the bread was
administered, the dogmatic assertion being thdt thet body and the blood were
represented in some mystical way in one of thatlelgs." Certain it is, that Christ required
his disciples to both eat and drink in remembrasfddim.” (The Author, "Articles of Faith,"
Lecture 9, Note 4.)

6. AS TO THE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSUB&NTIATION. As

stated in the text, the date of origin of the Cathdoctrine of transubstantiation has been
much debated. The following summary is instructi\Rrotestants combatting the Catholic
idea of the real presence of the flesh and bloddereucharist -- transubstantiation -- have
endeavored to prove that this doctrine was noadfex origin than the eighth century. In
this, however, the evidence is against them. Igsabishop of Antioch, writing early in the
second century says of certain supposed heréftesy 'do not admit of eucharists and
oblations, because they do not believe the eudhariz the flesh of our Savior Jesus
Christ, who suffered for our sins.' (Epistles afidgjus to the Smyrneans.) So Justin Martyr,
also writing in the first half of the second centuwe do not receive them [the bread and
the wine] as ordinary food or ordinary drink, batley the word of God, Jesus Christ, our
Savior, was made flesh and took upon him both feesthblood for our salvation, so also the
food which was blessed by the prayer of the worttwvproceeded from him, and from
which our flesh and blood, by transmutation, reeeiourishment, is, we are taught, both the
flesh and blood of that Jesus who was made flghlstin's Apology to Emperor Antoninus.)
After Justin's time the testimony of the fatherabsindant. There can be no doubt as to the
antiquity of the idea of the real presence of tbdyband blood of Jesus in the eucharist; but
that proves -- as we said of infant baptism --that the doctrine is true, but that soon after
the apostles had passed away, the simplicity oftispel was corrupted or else entirely
departed from." (B. H. Roberts, "Outlines of Ec@ssical History," p. 133.)
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CHAPTER IX.

INTERNAL CAUSES, -- CONTINUED.

1. Among the controlling causes leading to the garepostasy of the Church we have
specified as third in the serieUnauthorized changes in Church organization and
government.

2. A comparison between the plan of organizatiomvbich the Primitive Church was
founded and the ecclesiastical system which taoglace will afford valuable evidence as
to the true or apostate condition of the modernr€hulhe Primitive Church was officered
by apostles, pastors, high priests, seventiestldshops, priests, teachers, and deail ins.
We have no evidence that the presiding councithefG@hurch, comprising the twelve
apostles, was continued beyond the earthly mingdttiiose who had been ordained to that
holy calling during the life of Christ or soon aftdis ascension. Nor is there record of any
ordination of individuals to the apostleship, ipestive of membership in the council of
twelve, beyond those whose calling and ministrycdm®nicled in the New Testament,
which, as a historical record, ends with the foestury.

3. Ecclesiastical history other than the holy darigs informs us, however, that wherever a
branch, or church, was organized, a bishop or @er €presbyter) was placed in charge.
There is no doubt that while the apostles livedytWwere recognized and respected as the
presiding authorities of the Church. As they esséilgld branches or churches, they selected
the bishops, and submitted their nominations tostite of the members. As already stated,
the principle of self-government, or common congserats respected in apostolic days with a
care amounting to sacred duty. We read that thepswere assisted in their local
administration by presbyters and deacons.

4. After the apostles had gone, bishops and otffiees were nominated by, or at the
instance of, the existing authorities. The affaifrgach church or branch were conducted and
regulated by the local officers, so that a markeuaiadity existed among the several churches,
none exercising or claiming supremacy except élsd¢aleference voluntarily paid to those
churches that had been organized by the personadtnyi of the apostles. Throughout the
first and the greater part of the second centuhg Christian churches were independent on
each other; nor were they joined together by aasioal, confederacy, or other bonds but
those of charity. Each Christian assembly wagla ktate, governed by its own laws, which
were either enacted, or, at least, approved bgadhbiety."2

5. As with the churches, so with their bishopshere was a recognized equality among
them. Late in the second, and throughout the terdury, however, marked distinctions and
recognition of rank arose among the bishops, thb&erge and wealthy cities assuming
authority and dignity above that accorded by therhé bishops of the country provinces.
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The bishops of the largest cities or provincesk timathemselves the distinguishing title of
Metropolitans3 and assumed a power of presidency over the bisbiapsre limited
jurisdiction.

6. The second century was marked by the custoroldfrig synods or church councils; the
practice originated among the churches in Greaugilzeence became general. These
councils grew rapidly in power, so that in the dhoentury we find them legislating for the
churches, and directing by edict and command, ittersawhich formerly had been left to
the vote of the people. Needless to say that withh sssumptions of authority came
arrogance and tyranny in the government of the &huks the form of church government
changed more and more, many minor orders of clergurch officers arose; thus in the
third century we read of sub-deacons, acolytegarmssteaders, exorcists, and copiates. As
an instance of the pride of office, it is worthyraifte that a sub-deacon was forbidden to sit
in the presence of a deacon without the lattepsess consent.

7. Rome, so long the "mistress of the world" indacaffairs, arrogated to herself a
pre-eminence in church matters, and the bishopoafidiclaimed supremacy. It is doubtless
true that the church at Rome was organized by RetkiPaul. Tradition, rounded on error,
said that the apostle Peter was the first bishdpashe; and those who successively were
acknowledged as bishops of the metropolis clairdikt in fact, lineal successors of the
presiding apostle. The high but none the less fdken is made by the Catholic Church in
this day, that the present pope is the last liseatessor -- not alone to the bishopric but to
the apostleship.

8. The rightful supremacy of the bishops of RomreRoman pontiffs as they came to be
known, was early questioned; and when ConstantaenByzantium, or Constantinople,
the capital of the empire, the bishop of Constaria claimed equality. The dispute divided
the Church, and for five hundred years the dissenisicreased, until in the ninth century
(855 A. D.) it developed into a great disruptiamconsequence of which the bishop of
Constantinople, known distinctively as the patimamrtisavowed all further allegiance to the
bishop of Rome, otherwise known as the Roman goiitiis disruption is marked today by
the distinction between Roman Catholics and Greskdlics.

9. The election of pontiff, or bishop of Rome, viaisg left to the vote of the people and
clergy; later the electoral function was vestethi clergy alone; and in the eleventh century
the power was lodged in the college of cardinalsgne it remains vested today. The Roman
pontiffs strove with unremitting zeal to acquirenfgoral as well as spiritual authority; and
their influence had become so great that in theegld century we find them claiming the
right to direct princes, kings, and emperors indffairs of the several nations. It was at this,
the early period of their greatest temporal poweat the pontiffs took the title (Pope, the
word meaning literally papa, or father, and appirethe sense of universal parent. The
power of the popes was increased during the twe#titury, and may be said to have
reached its height in the thirteenth century.
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10. Not content with assumed supremacy in all dnafairs, the popes "carried their
insolent pretensions so far as to give themselué$oo lords of the universe, arbiters of the
fate of kingdoms and empires, and supreme ruless thve kings and princes of the ear4 ."
They claimed the right to authorize and directhe internal affairs of nations, and to make
lawful the rebellion of subjects against their rald the latter failed to keep favor with the
papal power.

11. Compare this arrogant and tyrannical churdmefwvorld with the Church of Christ.
Unto Pilate our Lord declared, "My kingdom is nétlus world;'s and on an earlier
occasion, when the people would have proclaimed King with earthly dominiois He
departed from them. Yet the Church that boasttsafivine origin as rounded by the Christ,
who would not be a king, lifts itself above all ggmand rulers, and proclaims itself the
supreme power in the affairs of nations.

12. In the fourth century the Church had promuldateat has been since designated as an
infamy, viz: that "errors in religion, when maimtad and adhered to after proper
admonition, were punishable with civil penaltiesdaorporeal tortures7 The effect of this
unjust rule appeared as more and more atrocioumstiagt passage of the years, so that in the
eleventh century, and later, we find the Churchasipg punishment of fine, imprisonment,
bodily torture, and even death, as penalties fiobaction of church regulations, and, more
infamous still, providing for mitigation or annulmieof such sentences on payment of
money. This led to the shocking practice of selindulgences or pardons. which custom
was afterward carried to the awful extreme of isgisuch before the commission of the
specific offense, thus literally offering for sdieenses to sin, with assurance of temporal
and promise of spiritual immunity.

13. The granting of indulgences as exemptions fiemporal penalties was at first confined
to the bishops and their agents, and the practitesdis an organized traffic from about the
middle of the twelfth century. It remained for thepes, however, to go to the blasphemous
extreme of assuming to remit the penalties of gredfter on payment of the sums
prescribed. Their pretended justification of theious assumption was as horrible as the act
itself, and constitutes the dreaddoctrine of supererogation.

14. As formulated in the thirteenth century, thigtine was thus set forth: "That there
actually existed an immense treasurmerit, composed of the pious deeds and virtuous
actions which the saints had perfornbeyond what was necessary for their own salvation,

and which were therefore applicable to the beméfithers; that the guardian and dispenser
of this precious treasure was the Roman pontiff, that of consequence he was empowered
to assign to such as he thought proper a portighi®inexhaustible source of merit, suitable
to their respective guilt, and sufficient to delivkem from the punishment due to their
crimes.8
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15. The doctrine of supererogation is as unreaderaabit is unscriptural and untrue. Man's
individual responsibility for his acts is as suralfact as is his agency to act for himself. He
will be saved through the merits and by the atosiacyifice of our Redeemer and Lord; and
his claim upon the salvation provided is strictgpéndent on his compliance with the
principles and ordinances of the gospel as estaddiby Jesus Christ. Remission of sins and
the eventual salvation of the human soul are pex/idr; but these gifts of God are not to be
purchased with money. Compare the awful fallacfesupererogation and the blasphemous
practice of assuming to remit the sins of one maronsideration of the merits of another,
with the declaration of the one and only Saviomainkind: "But | say unto you that every
idle word that men shall speak, they shall givaecount thereof in the day of judgme9 .."
His inspired apostle, seeing in prophetic visiom diay of awful certainty, solemnly testifies,
"And | saw the dead, small and great stand befa® @nd the books were opened, and
another book was opened, which is the book of éife] the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the boolaccording to their works. And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivanedhe dead which were in theand

they wer e judged every man according to their works."10

16. The scriptures proclaim the eternal fact ofvrtiial accountability11 the Church in the
days of its degeneracy declares that the merihefroay be bought by another and paid for
in worldly coin. Can such a Church be in any meashe Church of Christ?

17. In illustration of the indulgences as sold er@any in the sixteenth century, we have
the record of the doings of John Tetzel, agenheftope, who traveled about selling
forgiveness of sins. Says Milner: "Myconius assw®s$hat he himself heard Tetzel declaim
with incredible effrontery concerning the unlimitpdwer of the pope and the efficacy of
indulgences. The people believed that the momegnparson had paid the money for the
indulgence he became certain of his salvation;thatthe souls for whom the indulgences
were bought, were instantly released out of purgato* * John Tetzel boasted that he had
saved more souls from hell by his indulgences ®iafPeter had converted to Christianity by
his preaching. He assured the purchasers of tlem,drimes, however enormous, would be
forgiven; whence it became almost needless forthibiid them dismiss all fears concerning
their salvation. For, remission of sins being fudlytained, what doubt could there be of
salvation12

18. A copy of an indulgence written by the hand efzel, the vendor of popish pardons, has
been preserved to us as follows: "May our Lordugéshrist, have mercy upon thee and
absolve thee by the merits of his most holy passhmal |, by his authority, that of his

Apostles Peter and Paul, and of the most holy goaeted and committed to me in these
parts, do absolve thee, first from all ecclesiastoensures, in whatever manner they have
been incurred; and then from all the sins, trarssjoms, and excesses, how enormous soever
they may be, even for such as are reserved fardgmeizance of the holy see; and as far as
the keys of the holy church extend, | remit to th#¢he punishment which thou deservest in
purgatory on their account; and | restore thed¢ohtoly sacraments of the church, to the
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unity of the faithful, and to that innocence andityuvhich thou possessedst at baptism; so
that when thou diest, the gates of punishment sleadihut, and the gates of the paradise of
delight shall be opened; and if thou shalt notadipresent, this grace shall remain in full
force when thou art at the point of death. In tama of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost.13

19. By way of excuse or defense, it has been chhiimethe Roman Catholic Church that a
profession of contrition or repentance was requakevery applicant for indulgence, and
that the pardon was issued on the basis of sudkeper, and not primarily for money or its
equivalent; but that recipients of indulgencedirat voluntarily, and later in compliance

with established custom, made a material offerindamation to the Church. It is reported,
moreover, that some of the abuses with which thmgef indulgences had been associated
were disapproved by the Council of Trent, aboutrtinddle of the sixteenth century.
Nevertheless, the dread fact remains that for hioundred years the Church had claimed for
its pope the power to remit all sins, and thatgiramise of remission had been sold and
bought14

20. The awful sin of blasphemy consists in takimgne's self the divine prerogatives and
powers. Here we find the pope of Rome, the hedalddeobnly church recognized at the time,
assuming to remit the punishments due in the hierefair sins committed in mortality. A
pope assuming to sit in judgment as God Himselfhis not a fulfilment of the dread
conditions of apostasy foreseen and foretold ascadent to the second advent of Christ?
Read for yourselves: "Let no man deceive you byraagns: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and thah wiasin be revealed, the son of perdition;
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that heis God." 15

21. Another abuse perpetrated by the councils tiravhich assemblies the supreme
pontiffs exercised their autocratic powers, is s@dhe restrictions placed on the reading
and interpretation of scripture. The same Courfcllrent, which had disclaimed authority
or blame for the acts of church officials regardihg scandalous traffic in indulgences,
prescribed most rigid regulations forbidding thadiag of the scriptures by the people.
Thus: "A severe and intolerable law was enacteth wmispect to all interpreters and
expositors of the scriptures, by which they wembifiiden to explain the sense of these
divine books, in matters of faith and practicesirth a manner as to make them speak a
different language from that of the church andaheient doctors. The same law farther
declared that the church alone (i.e. its ruler,Rbenan pontiff) had the right of determining
the true meaning and signification of scripture fillaup the measure of these tyrannical and
iniquitious proceedings, the church of Rome pegslistbstinately in affirming, though not
always with the same imprudence and plainnessada@p thathe holy scriptures were not
composed for the use of the multitude, but only for that of their spiritual teachers; and, of
consequence, ordered these divine records to ke fatm the people in all places where it
was allowed to execute its imperious demar16s."



81

22. Is it possible that a church teaching suchdiesecan be the Church established by Jesus
Christ? The Lord Jesus commanded Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal life; and they are they which testify of.fr17

23. Surely a pall of darkness had fallen upon #réhe The Church of Christ had long since
ceased to exist. In place of a priesthood confdrgedivine authority, a man-created papacy
ruled with the iron hand of tyranny and withoutaedjto moral restraint. In a scholarly work
Dr. J. W. Draper gives a list of pontiffs who hadal at the head of the Church from the
middle of the eighth to the middle of the elevecgnturies, with biographical notes of
each1s And what a picture is there outlined! To win thegppl crown no crime was too
great, and for a period of centuries the immorgiof many of the popes and their
subordinates are too shocking for detailed desonptt may be claimed that the author last
cited, and whose words are given below, was an adapponent of the Roman Catholic
Church, and that, therefore, his judgment is piiegdt in reply let it be said that the attested
facts of history support the dread arraignmentdmmenting on the facts set forth, Dr.
Draper says:

24. "More than a thousand years had elapsed dwedeitth of our Savior, and such was the
condition of Rome. Well may the historian shut #mmals of those times in disgust. Well
may the heart of the Christian sink within him atls a catalogue of hideous crimes. Well
may we ask, Were these the vicegerents of God apadh -- these, who had truly reached
the goal beyond which the last effort of human eithess cannot pass? Not until several
centuries after these events did public opinionetothe true and philosophical conclusion
-- the total rejection of the divine claims of gh@pacy. For a time the evils were attributed to
the manner of the pontifical election, as if thatilci by any possibility influence the descent
of a power which claimed to be supernatural anceutite immediate care of God. ** No
one can study the development of the Italian e@désal power without discovering how
completely it depended on human agency, too oftehumman passion and intrigue; how
completely wanting it was of any mark of the Divicenstruction and care -- the offspring of
man, not of God, and therefore bearing upon ilitteaments of human passions, human
virtues, and human sins<19

25. By increasing changes and unauthorized alterain organization and government, the
earthly establishment known as "the Church," witbgs, cardinals, abbots, friars, monks,
exorcists, acolytes, etc., lost all semblance ¢éoGhurch as established by Christ and
maintained by His apostles. The Catholic argumtesit there has been an uninterrupted
succession of authority in the priesthood fromAlpestle Peter to the present occupant of
the papal throne, is untenable in the light ofdrgtand unreasonable in the light of fact.
Authority to speak and act in the name of God, paw®fficiate in the saving ordinances of
the gospel of Christ, the high privilege of servagya duly commissioned ambassador of the
court of Heaven, -- these are not to be had agifteeof princes, nor are they to be bought
for money, nor can they be won as trophies of thedy sword. The history of the papacy is
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the condemnation of the Church of Ro20z2.
Notes.

1. THE ROMAN CHURCH RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TRAFFIC TNDULGENCES."

in view of the claim asserted by some defendete®@Roman Church, to the effect that the
shameful traffic in indulgences was not sanctiobgthe church, and that the church cannot
be held accountable for the excesses to whiclulierslinates may go in their alleged

official acts, the following remarks by Milner, thedicious authority on Church History
(Cent. XVI, chap. 2), may be of interest: "It doed appear that the rulers of the hierarchy
ever found the least fault with Tetzel as exceedlisgcommission, till an opposition was
openly made to the practice of indulgences. Whdriseevident, that the protestants have
not unjustly censured the corruptions of the cotiRome in this respect. * * * The
indulgences were farmed to the highest bidderstlamdindertakers employed such deputies
to carry on the traffic as they thought most likedypromote their lucrative views. The
inferior officers concerned in this commerce weadydseen in public houses enjoying
themselves in riot and voluptuousness (Maimbourg1p. In fine, whatever the greatest
enemy of popery could have wished, was at that &rfgbited with the most undisguised
impudence and temerity, as if on purpose to rettadrwicked ecclesiastical system
infamous before all mankind."

The author proceeds to comment on the graded fricediich these indulgences were
placed within the pecuniary reach of all classed,fands in the wholesale traffic proof of
profound ignorance and dire superstition, and fh@nts out the need of a new gospel
dispensation as follows: This, however, was thg géuation of thingwhich opened the
way for the reception of the gospel. But who was to proclaim the gospel in its natiealnty
and simplicity? The princes, the bishops, and ¢éaeled men of the times saw all this
scandalous traffic respecting the pardon of sinsnbne was found who possessed the
knowledge, the courage, and the honesty, necesdsntect the fraud, and to lay open to
mankind the true doctrine of salvation by the remois of sins through Jesus Christ." Milner
finds the inauguration of a new era in the "Refdrard during the sixteenth century. It is
sufficient for our present purpose to know thatdmognized the need of preparation
whereby the way would be opened "for the receptiotme gospel." (Milner, "Ch. Hist.,"
Cent. XVI, ch. 2; italics introduced.

2. THREE POPES AT ONE TIME. "One of the severestsl given both the temporal and
the spiritual authority of the popes, was the reahow 1309, through the influence of the
French king, Philip the Fair, of the papal chaimfirRome to Avignon, in Provence, near the
frontier of France. Here it remained for a spacelmiut seventy years, an era known in
church history as the Babylonian Captivity. Whilevas established here, all the popes were
French, and of course all their policies were shagred controlled by the French kings. * *
** The discontent awakened among the Italiansneysituation of the papal court at length
led to an open rupture between them and the Fneatis. In 1378 the opposing factions



each elected a pope, and thus there were two loédlgs church, one at Avignon and the
other at Rome. The spectacletwo rival popes, each claiming to be the rightful successor
of St. Peter, and the sole infallible head of timei©€h, very naturally led men to question the
claims and infallibility of both. It gave the rewrce which the world had so generally held
for the Roman See a rude shock, and one from whiedver recovered. Finally, in 1409, a
general council of the church assembled at Pisah&purpose of composing the shameful
guarrel. The council deposed both popes, and elédexander V as the supreme head of
the church. But matters, instead of being mendeeldyavere only made worse; for neither
of the deposed pontiffs would lay down his authyointobedience to the demands of the
council, and consequentthere were now three popes instead of two. In 1414 another

council was called, at Constance, for the settlérokthe growing dispute. Two of the
claimants were deposed and one resigned. A new\wapé¢hen elected -- Pope Martin V. In
his person the Catholic world was again united viadgngle spiritual head. The schism was
outwardly healed, but the wound had been too deeforieave permanent marks upon the
church." (P. V. N. Meyers, "Gen. Hist.," pp. 45384 Italics introduced.)

The rupture between the French and Italian facticefsrred to by Myers in the quotation
given above, is known in history as the Great Suohlsmay be regarded as the decisive
beginning of decline in the temporal power of tiopes.

3. THE PAPACY CONDEMNS ITSELF. The line of successin the papacy for a limited
period as referred to in the text, is given by [@rags follows:

"To some it might seem, considering the interestglggion alone, desirable to omit all
biographical reference to the popes; but this cabhaaone with justice to the subject. The
essential principle of the papacy, that the Ron@attiff is the vicar of Christ upon earth,
necessarily obtrudes his personal relations upoklo shall we understand his faith unless
we see it illustrated in his life? Indeed, the yshacharacter of those relations was the
inciting cause of the movements in Germany, Fraand,England, ending in the extinction
of the papacy as an actual political power, movamtmbe understood only through a
sufficient knowledge of the private lives and opims of the popes. It is well, as far as
possible, to abstain from burdening systems wighittperfections of individuals. In this
case they are inseparably interwoven. The sigrall@eity of the papacy is that, though its
history may be imposing, its biography is infamdugshall, however, forbear to speak of it in
this latter respect more than the occasion seenesgarily to require; shall pass in silence
some of those cases which would profoundly shockehgious reader, and therefore
restrict myself to the ages between the middldefdighth and the middle of the eleventh
centuries, excusing myself to the impartial criticthe apology that these were the ages with
which | have been chiefly concerned in this chapter

"On the death of Pope Paul I, who had attainegbtmgificate A. D. 757, the Duke of Nepi
compelled some bishops to consecrate Constantaepfohis brothers, as pope; but more
legitimate electors subsequently, A. D. 768, chogsStephen IV, the usurper and his



adherents were severely punished; the eyes of @utirst were put out; the tongue of the
Bishop Theodorus was amputated, and he was laftdiingeon to expire in the agonies of
thirst. The nephews of Pope Adrian seized his ssare Pope Leo lll, A. D. 795, in the
street, and, forcing him into a neighboring chumgtempted to put out his eyes and cut out
his tongue; at a later period, this pontiff, tryifagsuppress a conspiracy to depose him,
Rome became the scene of rebellion, murder andagyation. His successor, Stephen V, A.
D. 816, was ignominiously driven from the city; isccessor, Paschal |, was accused of
blinding and murdering two ecclesiastics in theckah Palace; it was necessary that
imperial commissioners should investigate the malbigt the pope died, after having
exculpated himself by oath before thirty bishomhrVlll, A. D. 872, unable to resist the
Mohammedans, was compelled to pay them tributeBtbleop of Naples, maintaining a
secret alliance with them, received his share efglander they collected. Him John
excommunicated, nor would he give him absolutiolesshe would betray the chief
Mohammedans and assassinate others himself. Tlasranvecclesiastical conspiracy to
murder the pope; some of the treasures of the bhwuece seized; and the gate of St.
Pancrazia was opened with false keys, to admiStracens into the city. Formosus, who
had been engaged in these transactions, and exauoated as a conspirator for the murder
of John, was subsequently elected pope, A. D. B81yas succeeded by Boniface VI, A. D.
896, who had been deposed from the diaconate,gaid fxom the priesthood, for his
immoral and lewd life. By Stephen VII, who followgtthe dead body of Formosus was taken
from the grave, clothed in the papal habilamenispped up in a chair, tried before a
council, and the preposterous and indecent scanpleted by cutting off three of the
fingers of the corpse and casting it into the Tiilbert Stephen himself was destined to
exemplify how low the papacy had fallen: he wasw into prison and strangled. In the
course of five years, from A. D. 896 to A. D. 96i0e popes were consecrated. Leo V, who
succeeded in A. D. 904, was in less than two matfitosvn into prison by Christopher, one
of his chaplains, who usurped his place, and winbjs turn, was shortly expelled from
Rome by Sergius Ill, who, by the aid of a militédoyce, seized the pontificate, A. D. 905.
This man, according to the testimony of the tiniesd in criminal intercourse with the
celebrated prostitute Theodora, who, with her deergiMarozia and Theodora, also
prostitutes, exercised an extraordinary controk da. The love of Theodora was also
shared by John X: she gave him first the archbisbab Ravenna, and then translated him
to Rome, A. D. 915, as pope. John was not unstutéoe times; he organized a confederacy
which perhaps prevented Rome from being capturetidoparacens, and the world was
astonished and edified by the appearance of thiskegoontiff at the head of his troops. By
the love of Theodora, as was said, he had mairddimaself in the papacy for fourteen
years; by the intrigues and hatred of her daugWienzia he was overthrown. She surprised
him in the Lateran Palace; killed his brother Pbetfore his face; threw him into prison,
where he soon died, smothered, as was assertéda pitlow. After a short interval Marozia
made her own son pope as John Xl, A. D. 931. Méinyreed that Pope Sergius was his
father, but she herself inclined to attribute hanher husband Alberic, whose brother Guido
she subsequently married. Another of her sons,rAdbgo called from his supposed father,
jealous of his brother John, cast him and theitmoMarozia into prison. After a time
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Alberic's son was elected pope A. D. 956; he asdumetitle of John XII, the amorous
Marozia thus having given a son and a grandsone@apacy. John was only nineteen years
old when he thus became the head of Christendos.diin was characterized by the most
shocking immoralities, so that the Emperor Othabwompelled by the German clergy to
interfere. A synod was summoned for his trial ia @hurch of St. Peter, before which it
appeared that John had received bribes for theecoauson of bishops; that he had ordained
one who was but ten years old, and had performegtccgremony over another in a stable; he
was charged with incest with one of his fatherisctdbines, and with so many adulteries that
the Lateran Palace had become a brothel; he puhewyes of one ecclesiastic, and
castrated another, both dying in consequence ofitheries; he was given to drunkenness,
gambling and the invocation of Jupiter and VenukeWcited to appear before the council,
he sent word that 'he had gone out hunting;' artdedathers who remonstrated with him, he
threateningly remarked 'that Judas, as well astier disciples, received from his Master
the power of binding and loosing, but that as sa®he proved a traitor to the common
cause, the only power he retained was that of bgqntis own neck.' Hereupon he was
deposed, and Leo VIl elected in his stead, A. &8;%ut subsequently getting the upper
hand, he seized his antagonists, cut off the haod®, the nose, finger, tongue of others.
His life was eventually brought to an end by thageance of a man whose wife he had
seduced.

"After such details it is almost needless to alltmléhe annals of succeeding popes: to relate
that John XIlIl was strangled in prison; that Boodad/Il imprisoned Benedict VIl and killed
him by starvation; that John XIV was secretly puteath in the dungeons of the Castle of
St. Angelo; that the corpse of Boniface was dradggethe populace through the streets. The
sentiment of reverence for the sovereign pontdf,reven of respect, had become extinct in
Rome; throughout Europe the clergy were so shoakéue state of things, that, in their
indignation, they began to look with approbationtioa intention of the Emperor Otho to
take from the Italians their privilege of appoirmgithe successor of St. Peter, and confine it
to his own family. But his kinsman, Gregory V, whowm placed on the pontifical throne,

was very soon compelled by the Romans to fly; Resoenmunications and religious

thunders were turned into derision by them; theyewteo well acquainted with the true
nature of those terrors; they were living behinel $henes. A terrible punishment awaited the
Anti-pope John XVI. Otho returned into Italy, sedZeim, put out his eyes, cut off his nose
and tongue, and sent him through the streets mdwmten ass, with his face to the tail, and
a wine-bladder on his head. It seemed impossilaletiiings could become worse: yet Rome
had still to see Benedict I1X, A. D. 1033, a boyeasds than twelve years, raised to the
apostolic throne. Of this pontiff, one of his sugsars, Victor Ill, declared that his life was

so shameful, so foul, so execrable, that he shedderdescribe it. He ruled like a captain of
banditti rather than a prelate. The people at lasiple to bear his adulteries, homicides, and
abominations any longer, rose against him. In degpanaintaining his position, he put up
the papacy at auction. It was bought by a preslmaaered John, who became Gregory VI, A.
D. 1045." (J. W. Draper, "Intellectual DevelopmehEurope," Vol. I, ch. XII, pp. 378-381.)
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4. COMMENTARY ON THE PASSAGE FROM Il THESS. 2: 3, should be
remembered that the application of Paul's dectamads to the apostasy made in the text, is
the one generally made by theologians of Protestambminations. It is in no way peculiar
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saimds.us read the passage again: "Let no
man deceive you by any means: for that day [theadi&hrist's promised advent] shall not
come except there come a falling away first, arad than of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself akadivthat is called God, or that is
worshiped, so that he as God sitteth in the temp(eod, shewing himself that he is God."

In his Bible Commentary, Dr. Adam Clarke says a$ gcripture: "The general run of
Protestant writers understand the whole as refgtdrthe popes and church of Rome, or the
whole system of the papacy. * * * Bishop Newton leaamined the whole prophecy with

his usual skill and judgment. * ** The principadrt of modern commentators follow his
steps. He applies the whole to the Romish chuhshapostasy, its defection from the pure
doctrines of Christianity; and the 'man of sing. ethe general succession of the popes of
Rome." An abridgment of Bishop Newton's interprietais then added; this, in part, is as
follows:

"For that day shall not come except, etc. -- The day of Christ shall not come except there
come the apostasy first. The apostasy here dedasl@ainly not of a civil, but of a
religious nature; not a revolt from the governméuit, a defection from the true religion and
worship. ***

"So that he as God sitteth in the temple, etc. -- By the temple of God the apostle could not
well mean the temple of Jerusalem, because th&néw, would be destroyed within a few
years.

After the death of Christ, the temple of Jerusalemever called the temple of God; and if,
at any time, they make mention of the house or lempGod, they mean the church in
general or every particular believer. Whoever wahsult | Cor. 3: 16, 17; 1l Cor. 6: 16; |
Tim. 3: 15; Rev. 3: 12, will want no examples toye that under the gospel dispensation,
the temple of God is the Church of Christ; andrttaa of sin's sitting implies his ruling and
presiding there. * * *

"Upon this survey, there appears little room tolmtaaf the general sense and meaning of the
passage. The Thessalonians, (as we have seendmenexpressions in the former epistle,)
were alarmed as if the end of the world was at h&hd apostle, to correct their mistakes
and dissipate their fears, assures them that & gpeatasy or defection of the Christians
from the true faith and worship must happen befleeecoming of Christ. This apostasy, all
the concurrent marks and characters will justifyrusharging upon the church of Rome.

The true Christian worship is the worship of théydrue God, through the one only
Mediator, the man Christ Jesus, and from this wiprdte church of Rome has most
notoriously departed, by substituting other medgtand invoking and adoring saints and
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angels; nothing is apostasy if idolatry be not.*If the apostasy be rightly charged upon
the church of Rome, it follows, of consequencet tha 'man of sin' is the pope, not meaning
any pope in particular, but the pope in generathas<hief head and supporter of this
apostasy."

The opinion of Dr. MacKnight is also cited with appal by Clarke. In his "Commentary

and Notes," (vol. lll, p. 100, etc.) MacKnight sayAs it is said, the man of sin wto be
revealed in his season, there can be little doubt that the dark ages,hicwvall learning was
overturned by the irruption of the northern baraasi, were the season allotted to the man of
sin for revealing himself. Accordingly we know, tha these ages, the corruptions of
Christianity, and the usurpations of the clergyrevearried to the greatest height. In short,
the annals of the world cannot produce personsaadts to which the things written in this
passage can be applied with so much fithess detbishops of Rome."

CHAPTER X.

RESULTS OF THE APOSTASY. -- ITS SEQUEL.

1. The thoroughly apostate and utterly corrupt domaof the Church of Rome as
proclaimed by its history down to the end of tHee@nth centun1 was necessarily
accompanied by absence of all spiritual sanctity @mwer whatever may have been the
arrogant assumptions of the Church as to authiorigpiritual affairs. Revolts against the
Church, both as rebellion against her tyranny angtotest against her heresies, were not
lacking. The most significant of these anti-chuagfitations arose in connection with the
awakening of intellectual activity which began e tdatter part of the fourteenth century.
The period from the tenth century onward to theetwhthe awakening has come to be
known as the dark ages -- characterized by stagnatithe progress of the useful arts and
sciences as well as of fine arts and letters, graldeneral condition of illiteracy and
ignorance among the masses.

2. Ignorance is a fertile soil for evil growths daine despotic government and doctrinal
fallacies of the Church during this period of daaks were nourished by the ignorance of the
times. With the change known in history as "thavahof learning" came the struggle for
freedom from churchly tyranny.

3. One of the early revolts against the tempordlspiritual despotism of the papal Church
was that of the Albigenses in France during thedgbnth century. This uprising had been
crushed by the papal autocracy with much cruelty/l@dnodshed. The next notable revolt



was that of John Wickliffe in the fourteenth cegtuickliffe was a professor in Oxford
university, England. He boldly assailed the eveowgng and greatly abused power of the
monks, and denounced the corruption of the Chunchtlae prevalence of doctrinal errors.
He was particularly emphatic in his oppositiontie papal restrictions as to the popular
study of the scriptures, and gave to the world agligh version of the Holy Bible translated
from the Vulgate. In spite of persecution and secde he died a natural death; but years
afterward the Church insisted on revenge, and mseguence, his bones were exhumed and
burned, and the ashes scattered to the winds.

4. On the continent of Europe the agitation agaimstChurch was carried on by John Huss
and by Jerome of Prague, both of whom reaped ndantyas the harvest of their righteous
zeal. These instances are cited to show that ththeg@hurch had long been apostate to the
core, there were men ready to sacrifice their limeshat they deemed to be the cause of
truth.

5. Conditions existing at the opening of the sintbecentury have been concisely
summarized by a modern historian as follows: "Ryesito the opening of the sixteenth
century there had been comparatively few -- thaihgine had been some, like the Albigenses
in the south of France, the Wickliffites, in Englaand the Hussites, in Bohemia -- who
denied the supreme and infallible authority of biehop of Rome in all matters touching
religion. Speaking in a very general manner it widug correct to say that at the close of the
fifteenth century all the nations of Western Eurppafessed the faith of the Latin or Roman
Catholic Church, and yielded obedience to the P3pal2

THE REFORMATION.

6. The next notable revolt against the papal Chooturred in the sixteenth century, and
assumed such proportions as to be designated toenfRgion. The movement began in
Germany about 1517, when Martin Luther, a monkefAugustinian order and an
instructor in the University of Wittenberg, publiabpposed and strongly denounced Tetzel,
the shameless agent of papal indulgences. Luthecam@scientious in his conviction that

the whole system of church penances and indulgemas<ontrary to scripture, reason, and
right. In line with the academic custom of the dato challenge discussion and debate on
disputed questions -- Luther wrote his famous nHfiee theses against the practice of
granting indulgences, and a copy of these he n#lélde door of Wittenberg church,

inviting criticism thereon from all scholars. Thews spread, and the theses were discussed
in all scholastic centers of Europe. Luther theéackied other practices and doctrines of the
Roman church, and the pope, Leo X, issued a "Bulpapal decree against him, demanding
an unconditional recantation on pain of excommurocafrom the Church. Luther publicly
burned the pope's document, and thus declaregkis @volt. The sentence of
excommunication was pronounced.

7. We cannot follow here in detail the doings o$ thold reformer. Suffice it to say, he was
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not long left to fight single-handed. Among hiseblpporters was Phillip Melancthon, a
professor in Wittenberg. Luther was summoned bedareuncil or "Diet" at Worms in 1521.
There he openly declared for individual freedoncarfiscience. There is inspiration in his
words: "I cannot submit my faith either to the papdo the council, because it is as clear as
the day that they have frequently erred and cordiedl each other. Unless, therefore, | am
convinced by the testimony of scripture, or by ¢learest reasoning -- unless | am
persuaded by means of the passages | have quoged unless they thus render my
conscience bound by the word of God, | cannot aichet retract, for it is unsafe for a
Christian to speak against his conscieHere | stand, | can do no other, may God help me!
Amen!"

8. The religious controversy spread throughout gerdé\t the Second Diet of Spires (1529)
an edict was issued against the reformers; tahleisepresentatives of seven German
principalities and other delegates entered a foprotest, in consequence of which action
the reformers were henceforth knowrProtestants. John, Elector of Saxony, supported
Luther in his opposition to papal authority, andieriook the establishment of an
independent church, the constitution and plan atlwviwvere prepared at his instance by
Luther and Melancthon. Luther died in 1546, butwuek of revolution, if not in truth
reformation, continued to grow. The Protestantsyéw@r, soon became divided among
themselves, and broke up into many contending sects

9. In Switzerland, Ulrich Zwingle led in the movemiéoward reform. He was accused of
heresy, and when placed on trial, he defended himse¢he authority of the Bible as against
papal edict, and was for the time successful. Tmest was bitter, and in 1531 the
Catholics and Protestants of the region engagedtural battle, in the which Zwingle was
slain, and his body brutally mutilated.

10. John Calvin next appeared as the leader ddthss reformers, though he was an
opponent of many of Zwingle's doctrines. He exegezht influence as a teacher, and is
known as an extremist in doctrine. He advocatedvam@mently defended the tenet of
absolute predestination, thus denying the free @gehman. In France, Sweden, Denmark,
and Holland, leaders arose and the Protestantsneesi@ong in their opposition to the
Roman Church, though the several divisions weragattistic to one another on many
points of doctrine.

11. One effect of this Protestant uprising wasptaeial awakening of the Roman Church to
the need of internal reform, and an authoritaterstatement of Catholic principles was
attempted. This movement was largely accomplishezligh the famous Council of Trent
(1545-1563), which body disavowed for the ChuraheRktreme claims made for
"indulgences" and denied responsibility for manyhe abuses with which the Church had
been charged. But in connection with the attempdénrm came a demand for more implicit
obedience to the requirements of the Church.



12. Near the end of the fifteenth century, in thigm of Ferdinand and Isabella, the court of
the Inquisition, then known as the Holy Office, HBekn established in Spain. The prime
purpose of this secret tribunal was the detectrah@nishment of heresy. Of this infamous
institution as operative in Spain, Myers says: "Hody Office, as the tribunal was styled,
thus became the instrument of the most incredihlelty. Thousands were burned at the
stake, and tens of thousands more condemned taeepdnalties scarcely less terrible.
Queen Isabella, in giving her consent to the estament of the tribunal in her dominions,
was doubtless actuated by the purest religious aadlsincerely believed that in
suppressing heresy she was discharging a simpje alud rendering God good service. 'In
the love of Christ and His Maid-Mother,' she salyBave caused great misery. | have
depopulated towns and districts, provinces anddongs."3

13. Now, in the sixteenth century, in connectiothwhe attempted reform in the doctrines
of Catholicism, the terrible Inquisition, "assunteglv vigor and activity, and heresy was
sternly dealt with." Consider the following as ttwing light on the conditions of that time:
"At this point, in connection with the persecutiarighe Inquisition, we should not fail to
recall that in the sixteenth century a refusaldoform to the established worship was
regarded by all, by Protestants as well as Cathodis a species of treason against society
and was dealt with accordingly. Thus we find CalrGeneva consenting to the burning of
Servetus (1553) because he published views th&ahenists thought heretical; and in
England we see the Anglican Protestants wagingnbst cruel, bitter, and persistent
persecutions, not only against the Catholics lmd abainst all Protestants that refused to
conform to the Established Churca4."

14. What shall be said of a Church that seeksdpawgate its faith by such methods? Are fire
and sword the weapons with which truth fights hettlbs? Are torture and death the
arguments of the gospel? However terrible the petsmns to which the early Church was
subjected at the hands of heathen enemies, theqoéiens waged by the apostate church are
far more terrible. Can such a church by any polsiltiie the Church of Christ? Heaven
forbid!

15. In the revolts we have noted against the Chafé¢tome, notably in the Reformation, the
zeal of the reformers led to many fallacies indbetrines they advocated. Luther, himself,
proclaimed the doctrine of absolute predestinagiot of justification by faith alone, thus
nullifying belief in the God-given rights of fregancy, and impairing the importance of
individual effort.5 Calvin and others were no less extreme. Neverdhdleeir ministry
contributed to the awakening of individual conscerand assisted in bringing about a
measure of religious freedom of which the world hady been deprives!.

RISE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

16. At the time of Martin Luther's revolt againsetChurch of Rome, Henry VIl reigned in
England. In common with all other countries of veestEurope, Britain was profoundly
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stirred by the reformation movement. The king opeldfended the Catholic Church and
published a book in opposition to Luther's claiifisis so pleased the pope, Leo X, that he
conferred upon King Henry the distinguishing titiBefender of the Faith." This took place
about 1522, and from that time to the presentjdrisovereigns have proudly borne the
title.

17. Within a few years after his accession to titles of distinction, we find King Henry
among the bitterest enemies of the Roman Churahttenchange came about in this wise.
Henry desired a divorce from his wife, Queen Catiggito give him freedom to marry Anne
Boleyn. The pope hesitated in the matter of grgntive divorce, and Henry, becoming
impatient, disregarded the pope's authority ancefiganarried Anne Boleyn. The pope
thereupon excommunicated the king from the Churble. English parliament, following the
king's directions, passed the celebrated Act of&upcy in 1534. This statute declared an
absolute termination of all allegiance to papahatity, and proclaimed the king as supreme
head of the Church in Britain. Thus originated @teurch of England, without regard for or
claim of divine authority, and without even a seantge of priestly succession.

18. At first there was little innovation in docterr ritual in the newly formed church. It
originated in revolt. Later a form of creed andanpf organization were adopted, giving
the Church of England some distinctive featuregimuthe reigns of Edward VI, Queen
Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, persecutions betweenolies and Protestants were extensive
and violent. Several non-conformist sects aros@ngnthem the Puritans and the
Separatists. These were so persecuted that mahgroffled to Holland as exiles. From
among these came the notable colony of the Pilgathers, who crossed in the Mayflower
to the shores of the then recently-discovered nenti and established themselves in
America.

19. The thoughtful student cannot fail to see mphogress of the great apostasy and its
results the existence of an overruling power, dpegaoward eventual good, however
mysterious its methods. The heart-rending persacsitio which the saints were subjected in
the early centuries of our era, the anguish, thers, the bloodshed, incurred in defense of
the testimony of Christ, the rise of an apostatedh, blighting the intellect and leading
captive the souls of men -- all these dread scemres foreknown to the Lord. While we
cannot say or believe that such exhibitions of huhgpravity and blasphemy of heart were
in accordance with the divine will, certainly Godled to permit full scope to the free
agency of man, in the exercise of which agency seorethe martyr's crown, and others
filled the measure of their iniquity to overflowing

20. Not less marked is the divine permission inrgwlts and rebellions, in the revolutions
and reformations, that developed in oppositiorhtodarkening influence of the apostate
church. Wycliffe and Huss, Luther and Melancthowjrfyle and Calvin, Henry VIII in his
arrogant assumption of priestly authority, John KXmoScotland, Roger Williams in
America -- these and a host of others builded b#tan they knew, in that their efforts laid



92

in part the foundation of the structure of religgdeeedom and liberty of conscience, -- and
this in preparation for the restoration of the gasgs had been divinely predicted.

21. From the sixteenth century down to the presem, sects professedly rounded on the
tenets of Christianity have multiplied apace. They now to be numbered by hundreds. On
every side the claim has been heard, "Lo, herdrssC' or "Lo, there." There are churches
named after their place of origin -- as the ChwtEngland; other sects are designated in
honor of their famous promoters -- as Lutheransvi@iats, Wesleyans; others are known
from some peculiarity of creed or doctrine -- asihelists, Presbyterians, and Baptists; but
down to the beginning of the nineteenth centuryelheas no church even claiming name or
title as the Church of Christ. The only church &g at that time venturing to assert
authority by succession was the Catholic Churchg¢lvlas shown was wholly without
priesthood or divine commission.

22. If the "Mother Church" be without divine authgror spiritual power, how can her
children derive from her the right to officiatetime things of God? Who dares affirm the
absurdity that man can originate for himself a gtheod which God shall honor and
respect? Granted that men may, can and do, cremiegathemselves societies, associations,
sects, and churches if they choose so to desigimaitereligious organizations; granted that
they may formulate laws, prescribe rules, and caoselaborate plans of organization and
government, and that all such laws, rules and sesafhadministration are binding upon
those who voluntarily assume membership, -- graatetthese powers and rights -- whence
can such human creations derive the authorityehtily Priesthood, without which there
can be no Church of Christ? If the power and authbe, by any possibility, of human
origin, there never has been a Church of Christath, and the alleged saving ordinances
of the gospel have never been other than emptysform

23. Our review of the Great Apostasy as presemi¢kis treatise, does not call for any
detailed or critical study of the Roman Catholicu@ih as it exists in modern times, nor of
any of the numerous Protestant denominations #nat home into existence as dissenting
children of the so-called "Mother Church." The apeg was complete, as far as actual loss
of priesthood and cessation of spiritual powehim €hurch are concerned, long prior to the
sixteenth century revolt, known in history as thefd®mation. It is instructive to observe,
however, that the weakness of the Protestant asdtsany claim to divine appointment and
authority, is recognized by those churches thenaselvhe Church of England, which, as
shown, originated in revolt against the Roman Catl@hurch and its pope, is without
foundation of claim to divine authority in its pstty orders, unless, indeed, it dare assert the
absurdity that kings and parliaments can creataak®lunto themselves heavenly authority
by enactment of earthly statutes.

24. The Roman Catholic Church is at least condisteits claim that a line of succession in
the priesthood has been maintained from the apostgé to the present, though the claim is
utterly untenable in the light of a rational intexfation of history. But the fact remains that
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the Catholic Church is the only organization vemmiito assert the present possession of the
holy priesthood by unbroken descent from the apssif our Lord. The Church of England,
chief among the Protestant sects, and all otheedtsg churches, are by their own
admission and by the circumstances of their origian-made institutions, without a
semblance of claim to the powers and authorityheftoly priesthood.

25. As late as 1896 the question of the validityhef priestly orders in the Church of
England was officially and openly discussed andsamtered, both in England and at Rome.
Lord Halifax, chairman of the English Church Uniconferred with the Vatican authorities
to ascertain the possibility of bringing about eloanion between the Roman Catholic
Church and the Church of England. This involveddhestion of the recognition of the
priestly orders of the Anglican Church by the papd Church of Rome. The movement was
favored in the interests of unity and peace byghglish premier, Mr. Gladstone. The pope,
Leo XIlII, finally issued a decree refusing to renage in any degree the authority of the
Anglican orders, and expressly declaring all claimpriestly authority by the Church of
England as absolutely invalid.

26. Assuredly the Church of Rome could take noraglcgon than this and maintain the
consistency of its own claim to exclusive possessiiathe priesthood by descent. Assuredly
the Church of England would have sought no officgéalognition of its priestly status by the
Church of Rome had it any independent claim tgoibwer and authority of the priesthood.
The Roman Catholic Church declares that all Pratestenominations are either apostate
organizations, or institutions of human creatioat thave never had even a remote
connection with the church that claims successiahe priesthood. In short, the apostate
"Mother Church" aggressively proclaims the perfadyher offspring.

THE APOSTASY ADMITTED.

27. The fact of the great apostasy is admitted.yMhaologians who profess a belief in
Christianity have declared the fact. Thus we rédk must not expect to see the Church of
Christ existing in its perfection on the earthslhot to be found thus perfect, either in the
collected fragments of Christendom or still lesauny one of those fragmeni7."

28. John Wesley, who lived from 1703 to 1791 A.dnhd who ranks as chief among the
founders of Methodism, comments as follows on fhesgasy of the Christian Church as
evidenced by the early decline of spiritual powad &he cessation of the gifts and graces of
the Spirit of God within the Church: "It does ngipaar that these extraordinary gifts of the
Holy Spirit8 were common in the Church for more than two oeehecenturies. We seldom
hear of them after that fatal period when the Emp€@onstantine called himself a Christian,
and from a vain imagination of promoting the Chaistcause thereby heaped riches and
power and honor upon Christians in general, byiairticular upon the Christian clergy.
From this time they almost totally ceased, very fiestances of the kind being found. The
cause of this was not, as has been supposed, leata@ue was no more occasion for them,



because all the world was become Christians. Bhasmiserable mistake; not a twentieth
part of it was then nominally Christians. The realise of it was that the love of many,
almost all Christians, so-called, was waxed colte Thristians had no more of the spirit of
Christ than the other heathens. The Son of Mannwecame to examine His Church,
could hardly find faith upon earth. This was thal ause why the extraordinary gifts of the
Holy Ghost were no longer to be found in the Charsthurch -- because the Christians
were turned heathens again, and only had a deaulédi."9

29. The Church of England makes official declaratd degeneracy and loss of divine
authority in these words: "Laity and clergy, leatrand unlearned, all ages, sects, and
degrees, have been drowned in abominable idolatst detested by God and damnable to
man for eight hundred years and mc10 The "Book of Homilies," in which occurs this
declaration by the Church of England, dates froouakbhe middle of the sixteenth century.
According to this official statement, thereforeg tieligious world had been utterly apostate
for eight centuries prior to the establishmenthaf €Church of England. The fact of a
universal apostasy was widely proclaimed, for tbmities from which the foregoing
citation is taken were "appointed to be read inrches" in lieu of sermons under specified
conditions.

30. The great apostasy was divinely predicted; its accomplishment is attested by both sacred
and secular writ.

31. To the faithful Latter-day Saint, a concludpmgof of the universal apostasy and of the
absolute need of a restoration of Priesthood fioerhieavens will be found in the divine
reply to the inquiry of the boy prophet, Josepht8pas to which of all the contending sects
was right: "I was answered that | must join nonéhein, for they were all wrong; and the
personage who addressed me said that all theid€rgere an abomination in his sight; that
those professors were all corrupt; that 'they dnaar to me with their lips, but their hearts
are far from me; they teach for doctrines the comuin@ents of men, having a form of
godliness, but they deny the power there11.™

THE SEQUEL.

32. The sequel of the Great Apostasy is the Restaraf the Gospel, marking the
inauguration of the Dispensation of the Fulness§iofes. This epoch-making event occurred
in the early part of the nineteenth century, whenRather and the Son manifested
themselves to man, and when the Holy Priesthoddl alitits powers and authority was
again brought to earth.

33. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sgntslaims to the world this glorious
restoration, -- at once the consummation of thekwebiGod throughout the ages past, and
the final preparation for the second advent of dethe Christ. The Church affirms that after
the long night of spiritual darkness, the lighthefven has again come; and that the Church
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of Christ is authoritatively established. The Chuot Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
stands alone in the declaration that the Holy Breesd is operative upon earth, not as an
inheritance through earthly continuation from tipestolic age, but as the endowment of a
new dispensation, brought to earth by heavenlystration. In this restoration, divinely
predicted and divinely achieved, has been witheasedlization of the Revelator's vision:

"AND | SAW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN HAVING THE
EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO THEM THAT DWELLMTHE EARTH,
AND TO EVERY NATION, AND KINDRED, AND TONGUE, AND EEOPLE, SAYING
WITH A LOUD VOICE, FEAR GOD AND GIVE GLORY TO HIMFOR THE HOUR OF
HIS JUDGMENT IS COME; AND WORSHIP HIM THAT MADE HEXEN AND
EARTH, AND THE SEA AND THE FOUNTAINS OF WATER.12

Notes.

1. PAPIST TESTIMONY TO THE CORRUPTION OF THE CHURCH he judicious
student of ecclesiastical history will observe thednstantly endeavor to draw my proofs
from the most unexceptionable sources. For exanijplgarove the corrupt state of the
clergy, and the abominable practices of the Rones Bwvould produce the evidence of
George of Saxony, a most bigoted papist, whom thradh Catholics always reckon among
the most sincere and most active of the holy defeshdf their religion. Now, as with them
the assertions of Luther and the other reformer®goothing but exaggerations,
misrepresentations, or direct falsehoods, let theten at least to this duke, their steady
friend and advocate, who generally, in religiousa@ns, opposed his relation, the elector of
Saxony, and who also entirely approved of Luthsstsdemnation at Worms. This George of
Saxony exhibited to the Diet twelve heads of thevgnces which called loudly for reform.
Two of these are briefly as follows: 1. Indulgencgkich ought to be obtained by prayers,
fastings, benevolence towards our neighbor, anera@bod works, are sold for money. Their
value is extolled beyond all decency. The soleahgeto gain a deal of money. Hence the
preachers, who are bound to set forth truth, t@aeh nothing but lies and frauds. They are
not only suffered to go on thus, but are well dairdtheir fraudulent harangues. The reason
IS, the more conviction they can produce among thearers, the more money flows into the
chest. Rivers of scandalous proceedings arise tingsrcorrupt fountain. The officials of the
bishops are equally attentive to scrape money begeThey vex the poor with their
censures for great crimes, as whoredom, adultéagphemy; but they spare the rich. The
clergy commit the very same crimes, and nobodywessthem. Faults which ought to be
expiated by prayers and fastings are stoned fondyey, in order that the officials may pay
large sums to their respective bishops, and retg@artion of the gain for themselves.
Neither when a mulct is inflicted, is it done imvay to stop the commission of the same
fault in future, but rather so that the delinquenderstands he may soon do that very thing
again, provided he be but ready to pay. Hencéialsacraments are sold for money; and
where that is not to be had, they are absoluteljjected. 2. Another distinct head of the
grievances produced by this zealous duke was esguleélus: The scandalous conduct of the
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clergy is a very fruitful source of the destructiminpoor souls. There must be a universal
reformation; and this cannot be better effected thyaa general council. It is therefore the
most earnest wish of us all that such a measuaslbpted." (Milner, "Church History,"
Cent. XVI, ch. 6, footnote.)

2. EXTREMES INCIDENT TO THE REFORMATION. "What wetbe reproaches
constantly applied to the Reformation by its enafié/hich of its results are thrown in its
face, as it were, unanswerable. The two princippiaaches are, first, the multiplicity of
sects, the excessive license of thought, the dsgiruof all spiritual authority, and the entire
dissolution of religious society; secondly, tyrarand persecution. 'You provoke
licentiousness,' it has been said to the Reformars:produce it; and, after being the cause
of it, you wish to restrain and repress it. And hdevyou repress it? By the most harsh and
violent means. You take upon yourselves, too, tgfuheresy, and that by virtue of an
illegitimate authority.™ -- Guizot.

"The Sectarian Dogma of Justification by Faith altvas exercised an influence for evil
since the early days of Christianity. The idea uptinch this pernicious doctrine was
rounded, was at first associated with that of asohlte predestination, by which man was
foredoomed to destruction, or to an utterly undesgisalvation. Thus, Luther taught as
follows: 'The excellent, infallible, and sole preg@on for grace, is the eternal election and
predestination of God."' 'Since the fall of manefwll is but an idle word.' 'A man who
imagines to arrive at grace by doing all that habike to do, adds sin to sin, and is doubly
guilty." 'That man is not justified who performsmyavorks; but he who without works has
much faith in Christ.' (For these and other doetsiof the Reformation see D'Aubigne's
'History of the Reformation,' Vol. I, pp. 82, 8319, 122.) In Milner's 'Church History' (Vol.
IV, p. 514) we read: 'The point which the reforrhather had most at heart in all his labors,
contests and dangers, was the justification b fibne.' Melancthon voices the doctrine of
Luther in these words: 'Man's justification bef@ed proceeds from faith alone. This faith
enters man's heart by the grace of God alone fuattter, ‘As all things which happen,
happen necessarily, according to the divine pretsgin, there is no such thing as liberty in
our wills." (D'Aubigne, Vol. lll, p. 340.) It is tre that Luther strongly denounced, and
vehemently disclaimed responsibility for, the exassto which this teaching gave rise, yet
he was not less vigorous in proclaiming the doetrMote his words: 'l, Doctor Martin
Luther, unworthy herald of the doctrine of our Laesus Christ, confess this article, that
faith alone without works justifies before God; drdkclare that it shall stand and remain
forever in despite of the emperor of the Romans etimnperor of the Turks, the emperor of
the Persians, -- in spite of the pope and all Hrdinals, with the bishops, priests, monks and
nuns, -- in spite of kings, princes and nobles, iargpite of all the world and of the devils
themselves; and that if they endeavor to fight rgfahis truth they will draw the fires of

hell upon their heads. This is the true and holspgd, and the declaration of me, Doctor
Luther, according to the teachings of the Holy GlboSee the Author's "Articles of Faith,"
Lecture V, Note 2.
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3. DIVERSE VIEWS CONCERNING CONTINUANCE on DECLINGF SPIRITUAL
GIFTS. "Protestant writers insist that the age ohotes closed with the fourth or fifth
century, and that after that the extraordinarysgiftthe Holy Ghost must not be looked for.
Catholic writers, on the other hand, insist that power to perform' miracles has always
continued in the Church; yet those spiritual mastdgons which they describe after the
fourth and fifth centuries savor of invention o fart of the priests, and childish credulity
on the part of the people; or else, what is claitoeloe miraculous falls far short of the
power and dignity of those spiritual manifestatiarigch the primitive church was wont to
witness. The virtues and prodigies, ascribed tdthrees and other relics of the martyrs and
saints, are puerile in comparison with the healimgthe anointing with oil and the laying
on of hands, speaking in tongues, interpretatipraphecies, revelations, casting out of
devils in the name of Jesus Christ; to say notbintpe gifts of faith, wisdom, knowledge,
discernment of spirits, etc. -- common in the Churcthe days of the apostles (I Cor. xii,
8-10). Nor is there anything in the scripturesroraason that would lead one to believe that
they were to be discontinued. Still this plea islsny modern Christians -- explaining the
absence of these spiritual powers among them tilieaextraordinary gifts of the Holy
Ghost were only intended to accompany the proclamaif the gospel during the first few
centuries, until the church was able to make itg wahout them, and they were to be done
away. It is sufficient to remark upon this thasissumption pure and simple, and stands
without warrant either of scripture or right reasand proves that men had so far changed
the religion of Jesus Christ that it became a fofrgodliness without the power thereof."
(B. H. Roberts, "Outlines of Ecclesiastical Histryart Il, Sec. V: 6-8.)

4. COMMENTARY ON THE REVELATOR'S VISION OF THE RE®IRATION. It is
instructive to inquire into the interpretation givky biblical students to the prophecy voiced
by John the Revelator predicting the advent ofaingel "having the everlasting gospel.” Dr.
Clarke offers the following reflections on the pags: 'And | saw another angel fly in the

midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel: Whether this angel means any more than a
particular dispensation of providence and graceyhigh the gospel shall be rapidly sent
throughout the whole world; or whether it mean asgecial messenger, order of preachers,
people, or society of Christians, whose profesdgelab it is to send the gospel of the
kingdom throughout the earth, we know not. Butwisson seems truly descriptive of a late
institution, entitled "The British and Foreign B&h&ociety," whose object it is to print and
circulate the scriptures of the Old and New Testamthrough all the habitable world, and
in all the languages spoken on the face of thdédtiarke, "Bible Commentary,” Rev. 14:
6.)

The learned commentator is to be commended fdrdaik avowal as to uncertainty
regarding the precise interpretation of this sar@t and for the provisional and tentative
manner in which he indicates a possible applicaiotme wide distribution of the Holy

Bible through the efforts of a most worthy and uisfihtial society. It is to be noted that Dr.
Clarke wrote his famous commentary on the Biblathhbefore the actual restoration of the
gospel through angelic agency which resulted iregtablishment of the Church of Jesus
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Christ of Latter-day Saints. Of necessity his sedwoc the fulfilment of the prediction was
unsatisfactory, and, indeed, unsuccessful, inasraad¢he fulfilment had not then occurred.
The commendable work of the Bible Society was p@ration for the fulfilment of the
momentous prophecy, but not the fulfilment itself.

5. RESTORATION OF THE CHURCH. "In the first ten ¢enes immediately following the
ministry of Christ, the authority of the priesthoeds lost from among men, and no human
power could restore it. But the Lord in His meregyided for the re-establishment of His
Church in the last days, and for the last time; jgragbhets of olden time foresaw this era of
renewed enlightenment, and sang in joyous tonés obming." (See Dan. 2: 44, 45; 7: 27,
Matt. 24: 14; Rev. 14: 6-8.) "This restoration vediected by the Lord through the prophet,
Joseph Smith, who, 'together with Oliver Cowdenyl 829, received the Aaronic Priesthood
under the hands of John the Baptist, and lateMislehisedek Priesthood under the hands of
the former-day apostles, Peter, James, and JohtlheByuthority thus bestowed, the Church
has been again organized with all its former cotepless, and mankind once more rejoices
in the priceless privileges of the counsels of Gldte Latter-day Saints declare their high
claim to the true Church organization, similar inegsentials to the organization effected by
Christ among the Jews; these people of the last piafess to have the Priesthood of the
Almighty, the power to act in the name of God, whpower commands respect both on
earth and in heaven." (The Author, "Articles oftRdilLecture 11: 12.)
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a See Note 1, end of chapter.
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e Il Nephi 11: 7; read the entire chapter
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g Verses 23-26.

r Acts 20: 29, 30; read verses 17 to 31 inclusive
s | Tim. 4: 1-3. See Note 5, end of chapter.

til Tim4: 1-4,

ull Thess. 2: 3, 4.
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