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19th Century
George Q. Cannon
"Elder George Q. Cannon, who was in the presidency of the Church at one
time, said this: `I know that God lives. I know that Jesus lives; for I have
seen him.'"[1]
"I know that Jesus lives; for I have seen Him."[2]
"I would not dare to tell all that the Lord has shown unto me."[3]
"I have been greatly favored of the Lord. My mind has been rapt in vision
and have saw the beauties and Glory of God. I have saw and conversed
with the Savior face to face. God will bestow this upon you."[4]

Orson Hyde
Orson Hyde testified:
In the month of February, 1848, the Twelve Apostles met at Hyde Park,
Pottawattamie County, Iowa, where a small Branch of the Church was
established…. We [Page 206]were in prayer and council, communing
together; and what took place on that occasion? The voice of God came
from on high, and spake to the Council. Every latent feeling was aroused,
and every heart melted. What did it say unto us? “Let my servant Brigham
step forth and receive the full power of the presiding Priesthood in my
Church and kingdom.” This was the voice of the Almighty unto us at Council
Bluffs, before I removed to what was called Kanesville. It has been said by
some that Brigham was appointed by the people, and not by the voice of
God. I do not know that this testimony has often, if ever, been given to the
masses of the people before; but I am one that was present, and there are
others here that were also present on that occasion, and did hear and feel
the voice from heaven, and we were filled with the power of God. This is my
testimony; these are my declarations unto the Saints—unto the members of
the kingdom of God in the last days, and to all people.
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We said nothing about the matter in those times, but kept it still.[5]

Heber C. Kimball
I know this. I know it by revelation by the Spirit of God, for in this way my
Heavenly Father communes with me, and maketh known unto me his mind
and will. I have never seen him in person, but when I see my brethren I see
his image, and I discover the attributes of God in them.[6]

Orson Pratt
I have thought the reason why we have not enjoyed these gifts more fully is,
because we have not sought for them as diligently as we ought. I speak for
one, I have not sought as diligently as I might have done. More than forty
years have passed away since these promises were made. I have been
blessed with some revelations and prophecies, and with dreams of things
that have come to pass; but as to seeing things as a seer, and beholding
heavenly things in open vision, I have not attained to these things. And who
is to blame for this? Not the Lord; not brother Joseph—they are not to
blame. And so it is with the promises made to you in your confirmations and
endowments, and by the patriarchs, in your patriarchal blessings; we do not
live up to our privileges as saints of God and elders of Israel; for though we
receive many blessings that are promised to us, we do not receive them in
their fullness, because we do not seek for them as diligently and faithfully as
we should.[7]
Where is there a servant of God in all the Church of Latterday Saints that
has enjoyed the same privileges that many of the first of the servants of God
did 1,800 years ago on the Eastern continent? There are scarcely any. Have
we beheld Jesus face to face? Have we conversed with him as Peter,
James, and John, and the others of the Twelve did in that day and age of
the world? No, we have not. There may have been some few exceptions.
Have we attained even to the blessings of the lesser Priesthood, to say
nothing about the higher blessings of the greater Priesthood? What are the
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blessings promised to the lesser Priesthood? They are not only to hold
authority and administer in the name of the Lord in temporal things, and
administer in certain outward ordinances; but there are privileges that the
lesser Priesthood enjoy far exceeding those temporal administrations. They
were to have the privilege of conversing with angels. Did you ever reflect or
realize how great a privilege this is?
Is it not a great privilege to go before the Lord and receive the ministration of
angels, and instructions from their mouths with regard to what should be
spoken to the people? But very few of the lesser Priesthood who sit under
the sound of my voice, or who are to be found upon the whole earth, have
attained to this privilege. If the lesser Priesthood have not attained to it, let
us inquire concerning those that hold still higher authority, concerning the
Elders, Seventies, High Priests, the Twelve, the various Bishops, and the
various authorities and presiding Elders over different Branches and
settlements. Have they even attained to the blessings of the lesser
Priesthood? No. With the exception of a very few individuals who may have
come up to their privileges, who may have had the visions of eternity opened
to them, and may have conversed with angels, and received instructions
with regard to their callings and duties, and what they shall say to the
people; but, with the exception of these few individuals, the others are away
in the back grounds. And when we come to speak of the higher privileges,
beyond that of receiving the administration of angels, you can scarcely find a
man in all the Latterday Kingdom that has come up to them. I have not. I
speak it to my shame, and I speak it, as brother Gates spoke concerning
himself, with shame, that I have not attained to the privileges that pertain to
the higher Priesthood. What are these privileges? They are plainly laid down
in the word of God. Those holding that Priesthood have the privilege not only
of receiving the ministration of angels, but to have the heavens opened to
them, and to behold the face of God . . . How many of us have gone forth
and received our errand from the Lord by the voice of the Spirit of revelation,
before we have ventured before the people to teach the things of the
kingdom of God? Although I have often prayed and sought earnestly and
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humbly that I might be assisted to preach to the people, and to say
something to benefit them, yet I have not, by my earnestness and diligence
and faith, been able to obtain those revelations and visions that belong to
the High Priesthood and to the Apostleship, that I might know what to preach
to the people to the extent of our privileges for their edification. Yet I do
know the Lord has blessed me and my brethren, and given us a portion of
his Spirit; and our hearts have been dictated, as I believe, by the spirit of
wisdom and counsel; and the things of the kingdom of God have been made
known to us in the very moment; and we have been able to speak to them,
but not in that power and demonstration that belongs to the Priesthood of
the living God.[8]

Joseph F. Smith
His vision of Christ and the redemption of the dead (D&C 138: ) is well
known to every member.
“There is no reason why we should not have the ministration of angels if we
were worthy.”[9]

Lorenzo Snow
An Experience of My Father’s
By LeRoi C. Snow
FOR some time President Woodruff’s health had been failing. Nearly
every evening President Lorenzo Snow visited him at his home. This
particular evening the doctors said that President Wood ruff could not
live much longer, that he was becoming weaker every day. President
Snow was greatly worried. We cannot realize today what a terrible
financial condition the Church was in at that time—owing millions of
dollars and not being able to pay even the interest on its indebtedness.
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My father went to his room in the Salt Lake Temple, dressed in his
robes of the Priesthood, knelt at the sacred altar in the Holy of Holies
in the House of the Lord and there plead to the Lord to spare President
Woodruff’s life, that President Woodruff might outlive him and that the
great responsibility of Church leadership would not fall upon his
shoulders. Yet he promised the Lord that he would devotedly perform
any duty required at his hands. At this time he was in his eightysixth
year.
Soon after this President Woodruff was taken to California where he
died Friday morning at 6:40 o’clock September 2nd, 1898. President
George Q. Cannon at once wired the information to the President’s
office in Salt Lake City. Word was forwarded to President Snow who
was in Brigham City. The telegram was delivered to him on the street
in Brigham. He read it to President Rudger Clawson, then President of
Boxelder Stake, who was with him, went to the telegraph office and
replied that he would leave on the train about 5:30 that evening. He
reached Salt Lake City about 7:15, proceeded to the President’s office,
gave some instructions and then went to his private room in the Salt
Lake Temple.
President Snow put on his holy temple robes, repaired again to the
same sacred altar, offered up the signs of the Priesthood and poured
out his heart to the Lord. He reminded the Lord how he plead for
President Woodruff’s life to be spared, that President Woodruff’s days
would be lengthened beyond his own; that he might never be called
upon to bear the heavy burdens and responsibilities of the Church.
“Nevertheless,” he said, “Thy will be done. I have not sought this
responsibility but if it be Thy will, I now present myself before Thee for
Thy guidance and instruction. I ask that Thou show me what Thou
wouldst have me do.”
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After finishing his prayer he expected a reply, some special
manifestation from the Lord. So he waited,—and waited—and waited.
There was no reply, no voice, no visitation, no manifestation. He left
the altar and the room in great disappointment. Passing through the
Celestial room and out into the large corridor a glorious manifestation
was given President Snow which I relate in the words of his grand
daughter, Allie Young Pond, now the wife of Elder Noah S. Pond,
recently president of the Northern States Mission:
“One evening while I was visiting grandpa Snow in his room in the Salt
Lake Temple, I remained until the door keepers had gone and the
nightwatchmen had not yet come in, so grandpa said he would take
me to the main front entrance and let me out that way. He got his
bunch of keys from his dresser. After we left his room and while we
were still in the large corridor leading into the celestial room, I was
walking several steps ahead of grandpa when he stopped me and
said: ‘Wait a moment, Allie, I want to tell you something. It was right
here that the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to me at the time of the
death of President Woodruff. He instructed me to go right ahead and
reorganize the First Presidency of the Church at once and not wait as
had been done after the death of the previous presidents, and that I
was to succeed President Woodruff.’
“Then grandpa came a step nearer and held out his left hand and
said: ‘He stood right here, about three feet above the floor. It looked as
though He stood on a plate of solid gold.’
“Grandpa told me what a glorious personage the Savior is and
described His hands, feet, countenance and beautiful white robes, all
of which were of such a glory of whiteness and brightness that he
could hardly gaze upon Him.
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“Then he came another step nearer and put his right hand on my head
and said: ‘Now, granddaughter, I want you to remember that this is
the testimony of your grandfather, that he told you with his own lips
that he actually saw the Savior, here in the Temple, and talked with
Him face to face.’”
During the June conference in 1919 at an M. I. A. officers’ meeting in
the Assembly Hall I related the above testimony. President Heber J.
Grant immediately arose and said:
In confirmation of the testimony given by Brother LeRoi C.
Snow quoting the granddaughter of Lorenzo Snow, I want to
call attention to the fact that several years elapsed after the
death of the Prophet Joseph before President Young was
sustained as the president of the Church; after the death of
President Young, several years elapsed again before President
Taylor was sustained, and again when he died several years
elapsed before President Woodruff was sustained.
After the funeral of President Wilford Woodruff, the apostles
met in the office of the First Presidency and brother Francis M.
Lyman said: “I feel impressed, although one of the younger
members of the quorum, to say that I believe it would be
pleasing in the sight of the Lord if the First Presidency of the
Church was reorganized right here and right now. If I am in
error regarding this impression, President Snow and the senior
members of the council can correct me.”
President Snow said that he would be pleased to hear from all
the brethren upon this question, and each and all of us
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expressed ourselves as believing it would be pleasing to the
Lord and that it would be the proper thing to have the
Presidency organized at once.
When we had finished, then and not till then, did Brother Snow
tell us that he was instructed of the Lord in the temple the night
after President Woodruff died, to organize the Presidency of
the Church at once. President Anthon H. Lund and myself are
the only men now living who were present at that meeting.
May the Lord bless and guide us by his spirit continually and
may the testimony that we possess of the divinity of the work
ever abide with us and our faithfulness be an inspiration to lead
others to a knowledge of the gospel, is my prayer and I ask it in
the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
A few days after the M. I. A. conference, in an interview with President
Lund in his office, he retold the incident to me as given by President
Grant regarding the meeting in the office of the First Presidency on
Tuesday morning, September 13th, 1898, at which Lorenzo Snow was
chosen President of the Church. He also said that he heard father tell
a number of times of the Savior’s appearance to him after he had
dressed in his temple robes, presented himself before the Lord and
offered up the signs of the Priesthood.
I related this experience in the Eighteenth ward sacramental service.
After the meeting Elder Arthur Winter told me he also had heard my
father tell of the Savior’s appearance to him in the Temple instructing
him not only to reorganize the First Presidency at once but also to
select the same counselors that President Woodrutt had, Presidents
George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith.[10]
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Orson F. Whitney
“One night I dreamed … that I was in the Garden of Gethsemane, a witness
of the Savior’s agony. … I stood behind a tree in the foreground. … Jesus,
with Peter, James, and John, came through a little wicket gate at my right.
Leaving the three Apostles there, after telling them to kneel and pray, He
passed over to the other side, where He also knelt and prayed … : ‘Oh my
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not as I will
but as Thou wilt.’
“As He prayed the tears streamed down His face, which was [turned] toward
me. I was so moved at the sight that I wept also, out of pure sympathy with
His great sorrow. My whole heart went out to Him. I loved Him with all my
soul and longed to be with Him as I longed for nothing else.
“Presently He arose and walked to where those Apostles were kneeling—
fast asleep! He shook them gently, awoke them, and in a tone of tender
reproach, untinctured by the least show of anger or scolding, asked them if
they could not watch with Him one hour. …
“Returning to His place, He prayed again and then went back and found
them again sleeping. Again He awoke them, admonished them, and
returned and prayed as before. Three times this happened, until I was
perfectly familiar with His appearance—face, form, and movements. He was
of noble stature and of majestic mien … the very God that He was and is,
yet as meek and lowly as a little child.
“All at once the circumstance seemed to change. … Instead of before, it was
after the Crucifixion, and the Savior, with those three Apostles, now stood
together in a group at my left. They were about to depart and ascend into
heaven. I could endure it no longer. I ran from behind the tree, fell at His
feet, clasped Him around the knees, and begged Him to take me with Him.
“I shall never forget the kind and gentle manner in which He stooped and
raised me up and embraced me. It was so vivid, so real that I felt the very
warmth of His bosom against which I rested. Then He said: ‘No, my son;
data:text/html;charset=utf8,%3Ch2%20style%3D%22color%3A%20rgb(0%2C%200%2C%200)%3B%20fontweight%3A%20normal%3B%20margin%3A%2…

9/15

4/6/2015 Mormonism and prophets/Revelation after Joseph Smith/Must all apostles literally see Christ/PostJoseph Smith Divine Manifestations/19th Century  Fa…

these have finished their work, and they may go with me; but you must stay
and finish yours.’ Still I clung to Him. Gazing up into His face—for He was
taller than I—I besought Him most earnestly: ‘Well, promise me that I will
come to You at the last.’ He smiled sweetly and tenderly and replied: ‘That
will depend entirely upon yourself.’ I awoke with a sob in my throat, and it
was morning.”[11]

Wilford Woodruff
President W[ilford] Woodruff told some of the Saints that our Saviour had
appeared unto him in the East Room in the Holy of Holies, & told him that
He had accepted of the [Salt Lake] Temple & of the dedication services, &
that the Lord forgave us His Saints who had assisted in any manner towards
the erection and completion of the Temple—that our sins were forgiven us
by the Lord Jesus Christ.… Pres[iden]t Woodruff said the House had been
full of revelation, more so than he had ever witnessed at [Page 223]any
dedication of the previous Temples and he had been present at all of them
from Kirtland to this present one.[12]
I feel at liberty to reveal to this assembly this morning what has been
revealed to me since we were here yesterday morning. If the veil could be
taken from our eyes and we could see into the spirit world, we would see
that Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and John Taylor had gathered together
every spirit that ever dwelt in the flesh in this Church since its organization.
We would also see the faithful apostles and elders of the Nephites who
dwelt in the flesh in the days of Jesus Christ. In that assembly we would also
see Isaiah and every prophet and apostle that ever prophesied of the great
work of God. In the midst of these spirits we would see the Son of God, the
Savior, who presides and guides and controls the preparing of the kingdom
of God on the earth and in heaven.[13]
The Apostles, in their labors, had to work on the same principle that the
Saints in both former and latter days have had to work upon—namely the
principle of faith. Joseph Smith had to work by faith. It is true that he had a
knowledge of a great many things, as the Saints in former days had, but in
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many things he had to exercise faith . . . When the members of Zion's Camp
were called, many of us had never beheld each others' faces; we were
strangers to each other and many had never seen the prophet. We had
been scattered abroad, like corn sifted in a sieve, throughout the nation. We
were young men, and were called upon in that early day to go up and
redeem Zion, and what we had to do we had to do by faith. We assembled
together from the various States at Kirtland and went up to redeem Zion, in
fulfilment of the commandment of God unto us. God accepted our works as
He did the works of Abraham. We accomplished a great deal, though
apostates and unbelievers many times asked the question, "What have you
done?" We gained an experience that we never could have gained in any
other way. We had the privilege of beholding the face of the prophet, and we
had the privilege of travelling a thousand miles with him, and seeing the
workings of the Spirit of God with him, and the revelations of Jesus Christ
unto him and the fulfilment of those revelations. And he gathered some two
hundred Elders from throughout the nation in that early day and sent us
broadcast into the world to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Had I not
gone up with Zion's Camp I should not have been here today, and I
presume that would have been the case with many others in this Territory.
By going there we were thrust into the vineyard to preach the Gospel, and
the Lord accepted our labors. And in all our labors and persecutions, with
lives often at stake, we have had to work and live by faith.[14]
I know what the will of God is concerning this people, and if they will take the
counsel we give them, all will be well with them…. Speaking of the
administration of angels. I never asked the Lord in my life to send me an
angel or to show me any miracle…. I have had the administration of angels
in my day and time, though I never prayed for an angel. I have had, in
several instances, the administration of holy messengers….The room was
filled with light. A messenger came to me. We had a long conversation. He
laid before me as if in a panorama, the signs of the last days, and told me
what was coming to pass. I saw the sun turned to darkness, the moon to
blood, the stars fall from heaven. I saw the resurrection day. I saw armies of
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men in the first resurrection, clothed with the robes of the Holy Priesthood. I
saw the second resurrection. I saw a great many signs that were presented
before me, by this personage; and among the rest, there were seven lions,
as of burning brass, set in the heavens. He says, “That is one of the signs
that will appear in the heavens before the coming of the Son of Man. It is a
sign of the various dispensations.”…. Now, I have had all these testimonies,
[Page 225]and they are true. But with all these, I have never had any
testimony since I have been in the flesh, that has been greater than the
testimony of the Holy Ghost. That is the strongest testimony that can be
given to me or to any man in the flesh. Now, every man has a right to that,
and when he obtains it, it is a living witness to him.… I know what awaits this
nation. I know what awaits the Latterday Saints. Many things have been
shown to me by vision and by revelation.[15]

Brigham Young
Orson Hyde testified:
In the month of February, 1848, the Twelve Apostles met at Hyde Park,
Pottawattamie County, Iowa, where a small Branch of the Church was
established…. We [Page 206]were in prayer and council, communing
together; and what took place on that occasion? The voice of God came
from on high, and spake to the Council. Every latent feeling was aroused,
and every heart melted. What did it say unto us? “Let my servant Brigham
step forth and receive the full power of the presiding Priesthood in my
Church and kingdom.” This was the voice of the Almighty unto us at Council
Bluffs, before I removed to what was called Kanesville. It has been said by
some that Brigham was appointed by the people, and not by the voice of
God. I do not know that this testimony has often, if ever, been given to the
masses of the people before; but I am one that was present, and there are
others here that were also present on that occasion, and did hear and feel
the voice from heaven, and we were filled with the power of God. This is my
testimony; these are my declarations unto the Saints—unto the members of
the kingdom of God in the last days, and to all people.
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We said nothing about the matter in those times, but kept it still.[16]
Brigham Young said of this:
Brother Hyde, in his remarks, spoke about the voice of God at a certain time.
I could tell many incidents relating to that circumstance, which he did not
take time to relate. We were in his house, which was some ten or twelve feet
square. The houses in the neighbourhood [Page 207]shook, or, if they did
not, the people thought they did, for they ran together and inquired whether
there had been an earthquake. We told them that the voice of God had
reached the earth—that they need not be afraid; it was the power of God.
This and other events have transpired to satisfy the people—you, and all
who belong to the Church and kingdom of God upon the earth.[17]
I have flattered myself, if I am as faithful as I know how to be to my God, and
my brethren, and to all my covenants, and faithful in the discharge of my
duty, when I have lived to be as old as was Moses when the Lord appeared
to him, that perhaps I then may hold communion with the Lord, as did
Moses. I am not now in that position, though I know much more than I did
twenty, ten, or five years ago. But have I yet lived to the state of perfection
that I can commune in person with the Father and the Son at my will and
pleasure? No, though I hold myself in readiness that he can wield me at his
will and pleasure. If I am faithful until I am eighty years of age, perhaps the
Lord will appear to me and personally dictate me in the management of his
Church and people. A little over twenty years, and if I am faithful, perhaps I
will obtain that favour with my Father and God.
I am not to obtain this privilege at once or in a moment. True, Joseph Smith
in his youth had revelations from God. He saw and understood for himself.
Are you acquainted with his life? You can read the history of it. I was
acquainted with him during many years. He had heavenly visions; angels
administered to him. The vision of his mind was opened to see and
understand heavenly things. He revealed the will of the Lord to the people,
and yet but few were really acquainted with brother Joseph. He had all the
weaknesses a man could have when the vision was not upon him, when he
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was left to himself. He was constituted like other men, and would have
required years and years longer in the flesh to become a Moses in all things.
For the length of time he lived, he was as good a man as ever lived in the
flesh, Jesus excepted. It was so ordered that a man has to live and gain by
his experience that knowledge and wisdom, and that degree of stability in
his character that will present him favourably to the heavenly hosts at all
times and under all circumstances. Let us, then, resolve and act upon the
principle of constant improvement.[18]

See also:19th century divine visionsand20th century divine visions
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